
  

  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

The New Bedford Whaling Museum Elects Betts Howes Murray 
and James Treco to Board of Trustees 

  
 

NEW BEDFORD, MA (June 12, 2026) The membership of the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum (NBWM) approved the election of Betts Howes Murray and 
James (Jamie) Treco as the newest members of the board. The election took 
place on May 20, 2026, during the Annual Members’ Meeting. The vote was 
called for by Tricia Schade, Chair of the Governance Committee, Board of 
Trustees. The newest members of the board will serve three-year terms. 
 
“Betts and Jamie are welcome additions to our Board at this exciting time,” said 
R. Davis Webb, Chair of the New Bedford Whaling Museum’s Board of 
Trustees. “The Museum has a bright horizon with our 20,000-foot expansion to 
create a new Welcome & Exhibition Center, and we are grateful to our strong 
board pushing us forward. I would also like to thank our departing Board 
Members Margaret Howland, Lloyd Macdonald, and Lucy Rose for their 
dedicated service to the Museum.” 
 



About Betts Howes Murray 
A Dartmouth native, Betts Howes Murray 
returned in 2016 with her husband, 
Wisner, to a family home in South 
Dartmouth. The couple spent the 
previous 28 years in Cohasset, where 
they raised their two children. Betts has 
been involved with the Museum’s Capital 
Campaign and is currently serving on the 
Governance Committee. A former trustee 
at St. George’s School, she is also on the 
Board of Trustees of Emma Willard 
School, and the Board of Directors 
(Secretary) of the New Bedford Yacht 
Club. 

 
Betts' first post-college job was in the Brown University Admissions Office; from 
there she went to law school. After graduating, she was an associate at two 
Boston law firms, first at Hutchins & Wheeler and then at Ropes & Gray, before 
staying at home full-time with her children. She later worked as a program 
director at Duxbury Bay Maritime School and Cohasset Maritime Institute. Betts 
has a love of music and all things related to the water; she also volunteers as a 
Baywatcher for Buzzards Bay Coalition. She holds a B.A. in History from Brown 
University and was awarded a JD Cum Laude from Boston College Law 
School. Her father, Davis Howes, was President of the Old Dartmouth Historical 
Society in the 1960s. 
 



About James (Jamie) Treco 
Jamie began his 30-year career in 
finance when he graduated from college. 
After graduating from business school, he 
spent 25 years working at Salomon 
Brothers, which became part of Citigroup. 
His role involved working with emerging, 
mid-sized, and large global companies, 
assisting them with corporate strategy 
and supporting that strategy with 
financing (debt and equity) and the 
acquisition and sale of businesses. Jamie 
spent the second half of his career in 
London working with clients that were 

headquartered throughout Europe. 
 
After leaving London and returning to the USA, Jamie has worked with a 
number of start-up companies and joined the board of directors of Tonix 
Pharmaceuticals, a publicly traded biotech company. 
 
The South Coast has become the Treco family home year-round, where they 
are happily ensconced with their Golden retriever puppy. The area is familiar as 
Jamie grew up spending August in Wareham. In fact, a regular rainy day 
destination in the 1960s and 1970s was the NBWM. Jamie is a graduate of 
Yale University and the Stanford Graduate School of Business. 
 
Image captions: 
Betts Howes Murray, photo courtesy New Bedford Whaling Museum. 
James (Jamie) Treco, photo courtesy New Bedford Whaling Museum. 
 
High-resolution images available HERE. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/hbajewdwwrc1540ntog5y/AFKKfXZVQIFnJ9LxtHGiCHY?rlkey=of9vdgwlv2hn6zt66i7uutmos&st=yb2ecdow&dl=0


 
About the New Bedford Whaling Museum 
Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical Society in 1903 and known as the 
New Bedford Whaling Museum, the Museum’s mission is to ignite learning 
through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the stories of 
people, the region and an international seaport. As the region’s historical 
society, NBWM documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant 
maritime region and its people, both bygone and current. 
  
The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the 
region, reaching 190,000 visitors in New Bedford and through traveling 
exhibitions annually. Accessible by the South Coast Rail service and with easy 
parking one block from the front entrance, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny 
Cake Hill in the heart of the city's historic downtown. The Museum is open 
seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and is free from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
every second Thursday of the month for AHA! Nights. Admission is free for 
Museum members; adults $24, seniors (65+) $22, youth $18.For more 
information, visit www.whalingmuseum.org  

                                                                           
For media inquiries, please contact:  
  
Kristen Levesque 
Kristen Levesque Public Relations 
kristen@kristenlevesquepr.com 
207-329-3090  
 
Mary Agnew 
MMkeithma@gmail.com 
617) 512-7489 
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