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Sailors’ Series Lectures Explore Maritime History This
Summer at the New Bedford Whaling Museum

NEW BEDFORD, MA (June 10,
2026) This summer, the New
Bedford Whaling Museum
(NBWM) will host its Sailors’
Series. This annual legacy
lecture series presents a wide
variety of experiences and
adventures by individuals with
lifelong commitments to sailing,
boats, and the sea. First up in
June is author Will Sofrin, who
will discuss his book about the
journey of the USCGC Eagle—
from the shadow of the Third
Reich to her enduring role as America’s Tall Ship. In August, Captain Jerome
Rand will share the gripping story of his solo, non-stop circumnavigation of the
globe aboard the 1975 Westsail 32 Mighty Sparrow — a 271-day voyage
covering 29,805 miles without setting foot on land.




Sailor’s Series Lecture and Reception:

Sailing Through History: The Remarkable Journey of USCGC Eagle
Wednesday, June 17, 5:30 p.m.

$12.50 for Members, $25 Non-Members

The New Bedford Whaling Museum welcomes author Will Sofrin for a powerful
Sailors’ Series program exploring the extraordinary story of the USCGC Eagle.
Originally launched in 1936 as the German naval training ship Horst Wessel,
the vessel sailed under the Nazi flag before being seized by the United States
at the end of World War Il and recommissioned in 1946 as the USCGC Eagle.
Drawing on rare archival photographs, newly released historic film footage, and

firsthand accounts spanning eight decades, Sofrin traces the ship’s
transformation from captured enemy vessel to floating classroom, diplomatic
ambassador, and national icon. Praised by Pulitzer Prize—winning historian
Rick Atkinson as “a fine book about an extraordinary sailing vessel,” Sofrin’s
work brings to life Eagle’s enduring role in training generations of Coast Guard
officers in seamanship, leadership, teamwork, and service. Sofrin will be
available to sign books after the event.

Sailors’ Series Lecture and Reception:

Sailing into Oblivion: 271 Days Alone at Sea

Thursday, August 6, 5:30 p.m.

$12.50 for Members, $25 Non-Members

Captain Jerome Rand shares the gripping story of his solo, non-stop
circumnavigation of the globe aboard Mighty Sparrow, a 1975 Westsail 32,
completing a 271-day, 29,805-mile voyage without setting foot on land.
Departing from Gloucester, Massachusetts, Rand sailed across the North
Atlantic, crossed the Equator, passed Cape Town, endured the fierce gales of
the Southern Ocean, rounded Cape Horn, and crossed both the South and
North Atlantic Oceans before returning home. Alone and far beyond the reach
of rescue, he faced equipment failures, dwindling provisions, violent storms,

and profound isolation, all captured through powerful video footage of raging


https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/sailing-through-history-the-remarkable-journey-of-uscgc-eagle/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/sailors-series-sailing-into-oblivion-271-days-alone-at-sea/

seas, encounters with whales and dolphins, and personal reflections recorded
during months at sea. His remarkable journey placed Mighty Sparrow among a
rare group of small vessels to complete what was once considered the
‘impossible route,” and stands as a deeply human story of resilience,
endurance, and the hard-earned wisdom that only the ocean can teach.

To purchase tickets, visit www.whalingmuseum.org. Previous Sailors’ Series

programs can be viewed here.

The Sailors’ Series Program is sponsored by Babbitt Chainwheels, Burr
Brothers Boats, and Chris’ Electronics. The program is also supported by Ruth
and Hope Atkinson and The Samuel D. Rusitzky Lecture Fund.

About the New Bedford Whaling Museum
Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical Society in 1903 and known as the

New Bedford Whaling Museum, the Museum’s mission is to ignite learning
through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the stories of
people, the region and an international seaport. As the region’s historical
society, NBWM documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant
maritime region and its people, both bygone and current.

The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the
region, reaching 190,000 visitors in New Bedford and through traveling
exhibitions annually. Accessible by the South Coast Rail service and with easy
parking one block from the front entrance, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny
Cake Hill in the heart of the city's historic downtown. The Museum is open
seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and is free from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
every second Thursday of the month for AHA! Nights. Admission is free for
Museum members; adults $24, seniors (65+) $22, youth $18.For more
information, visit www.whalingmuseum.org



https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/sailing-through-history-the-remarkable-journey-of-uscgc-eagle/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7VSI73mTDiormTuzamqE4p3LArYh15Bh
http://www.whalingmuseum.org/
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