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Large-scale Mixed Media Collages Evoke Mysterious 
Underwater Nature in Proteanna: Susan Heideman at the 

New Bedford Whaling Museum 

  

NEW BEDFORD, MA (May 12, 2026) – A 
shimmering representative of underwater-like 
forms are seen in the exhibition Proteanna: 
Susan Heideman at the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum (NBWM). Featuring 17 mixed media 
artworks, this exhibition showcases 
Heideman's process of reconstructing 
monoprints by ripping and sewing or gluing 
pieces together to create a low-relief 
topographic map. Proteanna: Susan 
Heideman is on view at NBWM May 29 
through November 2, 2026. 
  
“The large-scale works in this exhibition draw 
the viewer into an underwater world,” said 
Naomi Slipp, Douglas and Cynthia Crocker 
Endowed Chair for the Chief Curator & 

Director of Museum Learning. “Susan Heideman’s unique process for creating 



her over-sized artworks results in amorphous organic forms, vibrant colors that 
are aqueous in nature, and incredibly detailed textural surfaces. These require 
close looking and in-person engagement to fully appreciate.” 
  
Susan Heideman (b. 1950) has explored bio-morphic shapes of the ocean’s “in-
between entities” for nearly 20 years in her Proteanna series and beyond. The 
real and imagined floating, aqueous shapes of her work evoke the forms of 
invertebrate creatures that often remind us of primordial beings living in the 
depths of the sea. 
  
The colorful, hand-embroidered, large-scale works that define 
the Proteanna series are “hybrid” in nature. The texture and layering create an 
almost three-dimensional experience that transports the visitor into a wondrous 
underwater world of possibility. The exhibition includes a combination of older 
artworks on loan from private collections and newer paintings and constructions 
on loan from the artist, complemented by a small selection of natural history 
publications from the NBWM permanent collection.  
  
Artist Statement 
“In 2006 the Proteanna Series began with an experiment. For the first time, 
using black embroidery thread, I tried stitching imagery into an existing 
watercolor I’d always felt lacking. The piece seemed to come alive. Suddenly, 
the idea of combining stitching, watercolor, and other aqueous media on larger 
sheets of thick watercolor paper had become entrancing. I began tearing up 
random, ragged fragments of my old monotypes and stitching them onto the 
paper. I continued stitching, painting, and layering, attaching collaged pieces 
strictly through stitching. This was the beginning of the ongoing Proteanna 
Series. I coined the word “proteanna,” derived from the word “protean,” to 
suggest entities and their situations straddling and crossing taxonomies, 
mutating beyond classification. The process is as improvisatory as nature; 
forms develop, morph, and reconstitute. Fragments get sewn atop fragments, 



creating relief surfaces that stratify. Might my grafting and hybridizing 
processes be likened to nature’s own irrepressibly continuous transforming?” 
  
About the Artist 
Susan Heideman is a Smith College Professor Emerita, where she taught 
painting and drawing for 36 years. During that time, she maintained her studio 
practice in Boston; she continues to work and live in Boston since retiring. She 
has works in the following permanent collections: Smith College Museum 
(several pieces); Danforth Museum of Art at Framingham State University; 
Rose Art Museum of Brandeis University; Boston College’s McMullen Museum 
of Art; DeCordova Museum and Sculpture Park; Boston Public Library 
Collection of Prints and Drawings (multiple pieces); and The William and 
Uytendal Collection of Works by Women Artists at Bryn Mawr College. Her 
works are also represented in numerous corporate collections. She has shown 
along the East Coast and in New York City in commercial galleries, non-profit 
galleries, and museums. 
  
Exhibition Related Program 
  
Art Talks!: Susan Heideman 
Friday, June 5, noon 
Free, virtual program; registration required 
Susan Heideman will discuss her exhibition, Proteanna and how the works 
explore bio-morphic shapes of the ocean’s “in-between entities.” Heideman has 
been building this series of mixed media works for nearly 20 years. 
 
Image caption:  Susan Heideman (b. 1950), Proteanna Series, #11, 2009. 
Monotypes, aqueous media, thread/paper, 79 x 46.5 inches, Courtesy of the 
artist 
 
High-resolution images available HERE. 

https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/art-talks-susan-heideman/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/o9gxrrxcbu54pwxjtre8k/AJH5o6kWKo7r4AhUAStK0R4/Artwork%20Images?rlkey=1al2b6v3p6zr59ww8yoseq6le&subfolder_nav_tracking=1&st=dptecf0k&dl=0


 
About the New Bedford Whaling Museum 
Anchored in the story of New Bedford’s whaling industry, the Museum 
documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant maritime region and its 
people, both bygone and current. Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical 
Society in 1903, the Museum’s rich history reveals an intimate relationship with 
the communities it serves. Today, the New Bedford Whaling Museum ignites 
learning through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the 
stories of people, the region and an international seaport.  
  
The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the 
region, reaching 190,000 visitors in New Bedford and through traveling 
exhibitions annually. The cornerstone of New Bedford Whaling National 
Historical Park, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny Cake Hill in the heart of 
the city's historic downtown. The Museum is open seven days a week from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and holds extended hours until 7 p.m. every second Thursday of 
the month (on AHA! nights), and is closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas, and 
New Year’s Day. Admission is free for Museum members; adults $24, seniors 
(65+) $22, youth $18. For more information, visit www.whalingmuseum.org  

                                                                           
For media inquiries, please contact:  
  
Kristen Levesque 
Kristen Levesque Public Relations 
kristen@kristenlevesquepr.com 
207-329-3090  
 
Mary Agnew 
MMkeithma@gmail.com 
617) 512-7489 
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