
  

  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  
  

New Bedford Whaling Museum Offers Free Admission on 
Presidents’ Day Monday, February 16  

  
First Day of February School Vacation Week; Museum Hosts Full Week of 

Activities Offering a Reprieve from the Cold 

NEW BEDFORD, MA (February 
10, 2026) – On Presidents’ Day, 
Monday, February 16, the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum will 
offer free admission to kick off 
its annual February Vacation 
Week programming with a 
celebration of the nation’s 
250th. Throughout the day, 
explore thematic Revolutionary 
period activities with the 
Museum’s exhibit Forging 
Independence | Building a 
Nation, immerse yourself in 

tales of liberty, craft your likeness in silhouette, learn to churn butter, and join a 
costume parade. For an additional fee, enjoy a screening of Pirates of the 
Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl (PG-13, 2003) at 4:00 pm. 



  
From Monday to Friday, the Museum will host February Vacation: Time Travel 
Week. This special family-friendly programming will spotlight a new era each 
day, from revolutionary America to industrial New Bedford and contemporary 
Cape Verde. Families can join thematic days of storytimes, crafts, costume 
parades, movies, and larger-than-life fun like inflatable whales and make-and-
take projects, with a chance to win a family membership and themed items 
each day. For a full schedule of activities, please visit whalingmuseum.org. 
 
“We are always excited to offer a place for families to enjoy learning outside of 
the classroom,” said Victoria Hughes, Associate Director of Museum Learning. 
“This year, during February Vacation Week, we’re thrilled to be able to offer 
free admission on Presidents’ Day. We welcome families to travel back in time 
and explore the stories of people, and the South coast, through interactive and 
fun experiences.” 
  
Pre-registration is not required for any of the day’s activities, though registration 
for movie showings is suggested.  
 
About the New Bedford Whaling Museum: 
Anchored in the story of New Bedford’s whaling industry, the Museum 
documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant maritime region and its 
people, both bygone and current. Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical 
Society in 1903, the Museum’s rich history reveals an intimate relationship with 
the communities it serves. Today, the New Bedford Whaling Museum ignites 
learning through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the 
stories of people, the region and an international seaport.  
  
The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the 
region, reaching more than 140,000 visitors in New Bedford and through 
traveling exhibitions annually. The cornerstone of New Bedford Whaling 

https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/february-vacation-week-2026/


 

National Historical Park, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny Cake Hill in the 
heart of the city's historic downtown. Between January and March, the museum 
is open Tuesday through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., including Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day and Presidents’ Day, and extended hours until 7 p.m. every 
second Thursday of the month (on AHA! nights). Admission is free for Museum 
members; adults $24, seniors (65+) $22, youth $18. For more information, 
visit www.whalingmuseum.org 

                                                                           
For media inquiries, please contact:  
  
Kristen Levesque 
Kristen Levesque Public Relations 
kristen@kristenlevesquepr.com 
207-329-3090  
 
Mary Agnew 
MMkeithma@gmail.com 
617) 512-7489 
 
 
                                                              ### 

  

 

http://www.whalingmuseum.org/
mailto:kristen@kristenlevesquepr.com
mailto:MMkeithma@gmail.com

