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Music and Maritime Vibes During May at the
New Bedford Whaling Museum

Soccer Panel Discussion in Preparation for the World Cup, Author
Talks, and More Round out the Activities

NEW BEDFORD, MA (May 7, 2026) — This May, the New Bedford Whaling
Museum (NBWM) will screen the documentary film The Petal Pusher, host a
panel of Portuguese soccer experts, and open the exhibition Proteanna. A
music-filled event during AHA! Night will have people moving and singing.
Below is a list of special programming for the month of May.

May Programs

Film Screening and Panel Discussion: The Petal Pusher

Tuesday, May 12, 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

$12.50 for Members or $25 Non-Members

The Petal Pusher is an ode to New York City's Penn Station, the busiest and
perhaps dingiest transit hub in North America. It's told through the prism of
what was one of the longest-running small businesses there: The Petal Pusher.
It was a flower shop, with several strategically located kiosks, that served the
daily crush of commuters, especially on Valentine's Day and Mother's Day. The
film is a reflection on the economics of love (and desperation), and it's a



https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/the-petal-pusher/

testament to a bygone era — before recent construction transformed the station
into a kind of mall filled with chain stores. At its heart, this is a story about love,
loss, and family. The director’s parents opened The Petal Pusher in the 1970s
and ran it for decades, until the station's renovation forced the business to
close. The 15-minute film will be followed by a panel discussion with Filmmaker
David Abel and special guests, with audience Q&A.

AHA! Night: Preservation Celebration & Old Time Fiddle Session
Thursday, May 14, 4-8 p.m.

Free admission

AHA! (Art, History, Architecture) offers a free platform for New Bedford’s
creative community to showcase their talents, making arts, culture, and creative

expression accessible to all. On May 14, visitors can experience traditional
music with the Old Time Fiddle Session, a lively gathering of fiddlers, banjo
players, and string band musicians. For more than a decade, this
intergenerational, welcoming community music circle has brought traditional
music to South Coast audiences. All skill levels are invited—come play, listen,
or simply enjoy.

Presented by EPIC Southcoast, a 501(c)(3) offering free community
programming in music, dance, visual arts, and public space projects.

Panel Discussion: Across the Atlantic, Onto the Field: The Story of
Portuquese-American Soccer

Thursday, May 28, 5:30 p.m.

$10 for Members or $20 Non-Members

WJFD-FM sportscaster John Gonsalves will present an engaging look at
soccer’s deep roots in the SouthCoast, exploring how the sport united local
communities and helped shape the nation’s passion for the game. This

historical retrospective is especially timely as the sport prepares to return to the
global spotlight in 2026. Following the presentation, Gonsalves will moderate a
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dynamic panel of soccer experts for a lively conversation. Together, they will
delve into the game’s evolving role, the significant influence of the Lusophone
world, and soccer’s enduring power to unite communities across generations
and borders.

This event is supported by the Department of Portuguese and Brazilian Studies
of Brown University with support from Azorean Maritime Heritage Society,
FLAD - Luso-American Foundation, of Lisbon, and The William M. Wood
Foundation

Author Book Talk: Kerri K. Greenidge, Black Radical: The Life and Times
of William Monroe Trotter

Thursday, May 28, Noon

Free, virtual program; registration required

Kerri Greenidge, the author of Black Radical: The Life and Times of William
Monroe Trotter (2019), will discuss her work. Listed by the New York Times as
one of its top picks of 2019, the book is the first biography of Boston editor

William Monroe Trotter, written in nearly 50 years. The book received the Mark
Lynton Prize in History, the Massachusetts Book Award, the J. Anthony Lukas
Award, the Sperber Award from Fordham University, and the Peter J. Gomes
Book Prize from the Massachusetts Historical Society. Black Radical was also
short-listed for the Stone Book Award from the Museum of African American
History, Boston, the Cundill History Prize, and the Plutarch Award for Best
Biography.

Exhibition Opening: Proteanna: Susan Heideman

Thursday, May 29, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Museum admission

Artist Susan Heideman (b. 1950) has explored bio-morphic shapes of the

ocean’s “in-between entities” for nearly 20 years in her Proteanna series and
beyond. The real and imagined floating, aqueous shapes of her work evoke the
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forms of invertebrate creatures that often remind us of primordial beings living
in the depths of the sea. The colorful, hand-embroidered, large-scale works that
define the Proteanna series are “hybrid” in nature and include a mix of older
works combined with newer paintings and constructions. The texture and
layering create an almost three-dimensional experience that transports the
visitor into a wondrous underwater world of possibility.

About the New Bedford Whaling Museum

Anchored in the story of New Bedford’s whaling industry, the Museum
documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant maritime region and its
people, both bygone and current. Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical
Society in 1903, the Museum’s rich history reveals an intimate relationship with
the communities it serves. Today, the New Bedford Whaling Museum ignites
learning through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the

stories of people, the region and an international seaport.

The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the
region, reaching 190,000 visitors in New Bedford and through traveling
exhibitions annually. The cornerstone of New Bedford Whaling National
Historical Park, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny Cake Hill in the heart of
the city's historic downtown. The Museum is open seven days a week from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., and holds extended hours until 7 p.m. every second Thursday of
the month (on AHA! nights), and is closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas, and
New Year’s Day. Admission is free for Museum members; adults $24, seniors
(65+) $22, youth $18. For more information, visit www.whalingmuseum.org
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