
  

  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

  

New Bedford Whaling Museum Offers Fun and Diverse Line-Up of 
Events throughout the Month of March 

 
Navy Day, Latin Jazz First Friday, and Programming 

in Celebration of America250, Round out the Month of Activities 

NEW BEDFORD, MA (March 4, 2026) – This March, the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum (NBWM) will host a series of events that will entertain and engage 
visitors of all ages as the wait for the warmer weather continues. From a night 
of Latin Jazz to Navy Day to artist and author talks, there is something for 
everyone at the Museum this month. As it is the 250th Anniversary of our 
nation, the Museum continues programming that discusses the link between 
the maritime industry and the country’s heritage. 
  



Art Talks! Magda C. Leon 
Friday, March 6, Noon 
Free, virtual program; registration 
required 
Magda C. Leon, a Guatemalan-born 
multidisciplinary artist currently residing in 
Providence, RI, focuses on printmaking, 
installation, and social practice art. Leon’s 
work reflects her bicultural identity, which 
she lovingly refers to as “De aquí y de 
allá.” Leon is currently working on a multi-

year community project and exhibition, Remember: Volver a pasar por el 
corazón, opening in the fall of 2027. The project celebrates the histories and 
experiences of the Guatemalan community in the greater New Bedford area 
and Southcoast---drawing connections between ancient communal practices 
and contemporary experiences of migration, exploring the universal pursuit for 
belonging and community. 
  

First Fridays: Latin Jazz Night: Salsa & 
Social Dance 
Friday, March 6, 5 p.m. 
Tickets are $12.50 for Members or $25 
for General Public 
On this First Friday, Jesús Andujar y Su 
Grupo Sazón bring a high-energy, six-
piece orchestra performing Salsa, Cha 
Cha, Merengue, and Latin Jazz that will 

keep attendees moving all night. The evening begins with Museum doors 
opening at 5 p.m., followed by live music at 6 p.m. in the Harbor View Gallery. 
While the focus is on the music, an ample open dance floor with a dance leader 

https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/art-talks-magda-c-leon/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/latin-jazz-night-salsa-social-dance/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/latin-jazz-night-salsa-social-dance/


will give guests the chance to learn basic steps and move to the beat. Light 
bites and a cash bar are available throughout the evening. 
 

Lifelong Learning: Short-course in the 
History of Photography, 1839-1900 
Mondays, March 9-April 27, 2-3:20 p.m. 
$225 for Members/ $275 Non-Members 
Co-Led by Naomi Slipp, Douglas and 
Cynthia Crocker Endowed Chair for the 
Chief Curator & Director of Museum 
Learning; Marina Dawn Wells, Assistant 
Curator of History & Culture, this unique 
virtual course combines six weekly 80-
minute sessions of lecture and 
discussion, with a culminating hands-on 

workshop at the Museum. Attendees will learn what photography is and how it 
transformed the world directly from experts in the field using the vast resources 
of the NBWM photography collection as study materials. 
 

Local History Guild: Revolution in Old 
Dartmouth 
Tuesday, March 10, 5:30 p.m. on Zoom 
As the U.S. marks the 250th anniversary 
of the American Revolutionary War, local 
historians have delved deeply into the 
history of the Revolution in Old 
Dartmouth. Different approaches reveal 
new and exciting stories related to the 
1770s and 1780s in the areas now called 
Westport, Dartmouth, New Bedford, 
Fairhaven, and Acushnet. This virtual 
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program includes historian discussions and their projects and the stories they 
have uncovered. Local History Guild is the NBWM’s quarterly Zoom program, 
an informal discussion about art, history, science and culture related to the 
museum’s mission, collection, and the surrounding region.  

AHA! Night – Women Who Map the 
World 
Thursday, March 12, 4-7 p.m. 
The Museum celebrates Women’s History 
Month and community creativity at the 
New Bedford Whaling Museum during 
AHA! Night. Designed for all ages, this 
lively evening invites families, young 
adults, and lifelong learners to explore the 
museum through hands-on activities, 
gallery discoveries, poetry, and art-
making. There will be hunting for hidden 

whales, listening to powerful poetry, and building a giant kite together so there 
is something fun and meaningful for everyone. 
  

https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/aha-night-women-who-map-the-world/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/aha-night-women-who-map-the-world/


Secret Mall Apartment – Film Screening 
& Panel Discussion 
Wednesday, March 18 
It is the documentary everyone has been 
talking about and one of the most 
extraordinary urban legends of the 21st 
century. In 2003, eight Rhode Island 
artists secretly transformed a hidden 
space inside Providence Place Mall into a 
fully furnished 750-square-foot apartment. 
For four years, they lived undetected, 
filmed their daily lives, and created a 
private sanctuary that doubled as a work 
of public and private art—defying 
gentrification, corporate oversight, and 
convention. 

There will be a screening with never-before-seen footage and, for the first 
time, the identities of all eight participants will be revealed. After the 
screening, there will be a panel discussion and Q&A moderated by 
Director/Producer Dante Bellini, Jr. and other esteemed participants for a 
discussion about the film and the making of the apartment, the creative 
process, and the legacy of this audacious art project. Audience questions are 
welcome in this rare behind-the-scenes conversation. 
  

https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/secret-mall-apartment-film-screening-panel-discussion/


Special Event: Navy Day at the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum 
Saturday, March 21, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Navy Day is hosted in partnership with 
the Naval Undersea Warfare Center 
(NUWC) Division Newport. This exciting 
day of hands-on exploration highlights the 
Navy’s vital role in marine research, 
environmental preservation, and marine 
mammal protection while showcasing the 
Museum’s rich maritime history. 

 
 

 
Author Book Talk: Rebels at Sea 
Thursday, March 26, Noon 
Free, virtual program; registration 
required 
Author Eric Jay Dolin discusses his book, 
Rebels at Sea, and contends that 
privateers, though often seen as 
profiteers at best and pirates at worst, 
were in fact critical to the Revolution’s 
outcome. Armed with cannons, swivel 
guns, muskets, and pikes―as well as 

government documents granting them the right to seize enemy 
ships―thousands of privateers tormented the British on the broad Atlantic and 
in bays and harbors on both sides of the ocean. Abounding with tales of daring 
maneuvers and deadly encounters, Rebels at Sea presents the American 
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Revolution as we have rarely seen it before. 
  

Homeschool Day 
Thursday, March 31, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
General admission: $10 for students, 
$12 for adults 
Visitors can learn about art, history, 
science, and culture with activities 
designed for homeschool families. There 
are many opportunities for exploration 
with the Kids’ Corner and the Interactive 
Topographic Sand Table. Favorite 
activities like the Inflatable Whale. Look 
for scavenger hunt whales, and pretend 

to live on a whaling ship in the Sailor's Nook! The movie, Wonders of the 
Arctic, is a 25-minute 3D Movie with showings at 10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 12:30 
p.m., 1:30 p.m., and 2:30 p.m. Recommended for all ages. 

Images available upon request.  
 
Image caption: Artist Magda C. Leon, photo by Jenni Ugarte. 
 
About the New Bedford Whaling Museum: 
Anchored in the story of New Bedford’s whaling industry, the Museum 
documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant maritime region and its 
people, both bygone and current. Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical 
Society in 1903, the Museum’s rich history reveals an intimate relationship with 
the communities it serves. Today, the New Bedford Whaling Museum ignites 
learning through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the 
stories of people, the region and an international seaport.  
  

https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/homeschool-day-mar-2026/


 

The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the 
region, reaching more than 140,000 visitors in New Bedford and through 
traveling exhibitions annually. The cornerstone of New Bedford Whaling 
National Historical Park, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny Cake Hill in the 
heart of the city's historic downtown. Between January and March, the museum 
is open Tuesday through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., including Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day and Presidents’ Day, and extended hours until 7 p.m. every 
second Thursday of the month (on AHA! nights). Admission is free for Museum 
members; adults $24, seniors (65+) $22, youth $18. For more information, 
visit www.whalingmuseum.org 
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