
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Bring on Summer this June at the New Bedford Whaling Museum 

NEW BEDFORD, MA (June 8, 2026) – This June, the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum (NBWM) will host a variety of events, including artist and author talks 
and the opening of the exhibition Sailor’s Valentines: Maritime Art from the 
Heart. A music-filled event during AHA! Night will have people moving and 
singing. Below is a list of special programming for June. 

June Programs 

Local History Guild: Early Portrait 
Photography 
Tuesday, June 9, 5:30 p.m. 
Free, virtual program; registration 
required 
Local History Guild is the NBWM’s 
quarterly Zoom program, an informal 
discussion about art, history, 
science, and culture related to the 
Museum’s mission, collection, and 
surrounding region. In this edition of 
the program, Anne Verplanck (Penn 
State, Harrisburg, Emerita) and 
Emily Voelker (UNC Greensboro) 

discuss the early history of American photography in the 1800s, while host and 
Assistant Curator of History & Culture Marina Dawn Wells describes the current 
exhibition, Look Pleasant, Please: Early Portrait Photography in New Bedford.



AHA! Night: Contradance with Pride 
Thursday, June 11, 4-8 p.m. 
Free admission 
This inclusive contradance celebration welcomes participants of all ages, 
backgrounds, identities, and experience levels. Featuring live traditional music 
and guided community dancing, the evening embraces EPIC Southcoast’s 
“Come as you are; free” philosophy — creating a joyful, welcoming space 
where everyone is encouraged to participate authentically and comfortably. 
AHA! (Art, History, Architecture) offers a free platform for New Bedford’s 
creative community to showcase their talents, making arts, culture, and creative 
expression accessible to all.  

Sailor’s Series Lecture and 
Reception: Sailing Through History: 
The Remarkable Journey of USCGC 
Eagle 
Wednesday, June 17, Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. Program at 6 p.m.  
$12.50 for Members or $25 Non-
Members 
The New Bedford Whaling Museum 
welcomes author Will Sofrin for a 
powerful evening exploring one of the 
most extraordinary transformations in 
modern maritime history—the story of 

the USCGC Eagle. Originally launched in 1936 as the German naval training 
ship Horst Wessel, the vessel sailed under the Nazi flag before being seized by 
the United States as a war prize at the end of World War II. Recommissioned in 
1946 as USCGC Eagle, she was reborn as a symbol of American democratic 
ideals and has since trained generations of Coast Guard officers in 
seamanship, leadership, discipline, and service. 
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Exhibition Opening: Sailor’s Valentines: Maritime Art from the Heart 
Friday, June 19 
Museum admission 
Shellwork mosaics, known as sailor’s valentines, feature colorful shells 
arranged in intricate patterns inside octagonal wooden boxes, often 
incorporating hearts, flowers, anchors, compass roses, and romantic messages. 
Created between 1830 and 1890, they were not made by sailors at sea, as their 
name suggests, but by Barbadian women for the tourist trade using locally 
sourced shells. Their popularity coincided with the rise of conchology, amateur 
shell collecting, and seaside tourism. The craft underwent a revival in the 1950s 
and 1960s and inspired a creative folk art form that continues today. American 
artists and collectors, including Evelyn Way Kendall, Ralph and Martha Cahoon, 
and Bernard “Bernie” Woodman, embraced and expanded the tradition, while 
contemporary artists like Sandi Blanda and Duke Riley continue to reinterpret 
the form. Riley repurposes plastic trash from East Coast beaches in his 
valentines to address environmental pollution and marine waste.  

This exhibition brings together historical works from the NBWM collection, loans 
from private collections, and modern examples of the artform from the Cahoon 
Museum of American Art. The exhibit was curated, in part, by Leeann Ream, 
Curator at the Cahoon Museum of American Art. 

Author Book Talk: Carol Gardner, The 
Divided North: Black and White Families 
in the Age of Slavery  
Thursday, June 25, Noon 
Free, virtual program; registration 
required 
Author and historian Carol Gardner and 
NBWM Chief Curator Naomi Slipp discuss 
Gardner’s recent 2025 book The Divided 
North. In this compelling narrative history and 
intimate dual-family biography, Gardner 
traces two Northern families in Portland, 
Maine – one white, one black – as they 
navigate the turbulent 1800s. Their 
experiences reveal what it meant to live in a 
free state during the age of slavery, with all 
the promise, disappointment, irony, and hope 

that entailed, and show how the North was a critical proving ground for 
American notions of freedom and equality. 
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About the New Bedford Whaling Museum 
Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical Society in 1903 and known as the 
New Bedford Whaling Museum, the Museum’s mission is to ignite learning 
through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the stories of 
people, the region and an international seaport. As the region’s historical 
society, NBWM documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant 
maritime region and its people, both bygone and current. 

The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the 
region, reaching 190,000 visitors in New Bedford and through traveling 
exhibitions annually. Accessible by the South Coast Rail service and with easy 
parking one block from the front entrance, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny 
Cake Hill in the heart of the city's historic downtown. The Museum is open 
seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and is free from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
every second Thursday of the month for AHA! Nights. Admission is free for 
Museum members; adults $24, seniors (65+) $22, youth $18.For more 
information, visit www.whalingmuseum.org  

For media inquiries, please contact: 

Kristen Levesque 
Kristen Levesque Public Relations 
kristen@kristenlevesquepr.com 
207-329-3090

Mary Agnew 
MMkeithma@gmail.com 
617) 512-7489
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