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New Bedford Whaling Museum Presents February Programs 
Including Films, Live Music, School Vacation Week events, and 

an Author Talk 

NEW BEDFORD, MA (January 28, 2026) – This February, the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum invites the public to experience a dynamic lineup of programs 
that illuminate the region’s deep connections to the sea through film, live music, 
interactive storytelling, and family-friendly activities. From a powerful 
documentary screening with a behind-the-scenes Q&A to a silent film with live 
piano accompaniment, an immersive AHA! Night experience, hands-on 
programming during school vacation week, and an Author Talk, February offers 
something for all ages. 
  



Wednesday, February 4 at 6:00 pm 
76 Days Adrift – Film Screening & Q&A 
with Executive Producer Robert 
Sennott 
Tickets: $12.50 for Members, $25 for 
Non-Members 
From Academy Award–winning Executive 
Producer Ang Lee comes 76 Days 
Adrift—a gripping, immersive 
documentary that tells the extraordinary 
survival story of Steven Callahan, author 
of the New York Times bestseller Adrift: 
76 Days Lost at Sea. On the night of 
February 4, 1982, Callahan’s small vessel 
collided with a whale in the Atlantic 
Ocean. With only moments to react, he 
escaped into a life raft with a basic 

survival kit—plunging into what would become 76 harrowing days alone at sea. 
Battling storms, dwindling supplies, and the vast, unforgiving ocean, Callahan 
was forced to confront both nature’s fury and his own deepest fears. Directed 
by Joe Wein with a haunting score by Patrick Stump (Fall Out Boy), 76 Days 
Adrift is not only a survival story but also a meditation on human resilience and 
our profound connection to the sea. 
  
Film Run Time: 95 minutes. The screening will be followed by a Q&A with 
Executive Producer Robert Sennott, offering a behind-the-scenes look at the 
making of this powerful 
documentary. https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/76-days-adrift-film-
screening/ 
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Friday, February 6 at 6:00 p.m. 
First Friday: Down to the Sea in Ships 
Tickets: $12.50 for Members, $25 for 
Non-Members 
Experience the film just as audiences did 
in the silent era—with live music. Down to 
the Sea in Ships (1922), directed by 
Elmer Clifton and filmed in New Bedford, 
is a full-length silent feature presented in 
the Harbor View Gallery at the Whaling 
Museum with a live musical score 
performed on grand piano by Grammy-
nominated concert pianist Dr. Jennifer A. 
Maxwell. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with 
light bites and a cash bar in the Harbor 
View Gallery (Upper Level), offering 

limited cabaret-style seating and additional rows of chairs for film viewing. 
Remarks and the screening will begin promptly at 6:00 p.m., and the event 
concludes at 8:00 p.m. FMI: 
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/downtotheseainships2026/ 
  
Thursday, February 12 | 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Vestibules: Stories of Water, Memory, and Resilience 
An Interactive Eco-Art Storytelling Experience on AHA! Night 
Co-hosted by the New Bedford Whaling Museum & Vestibules Eco-Art 
Project 
This immersive, interactive evening blends live performance, historical 
interpretation, portraiture, and community storytelling. Moving throughout select 
galleries of the Museum, participants will encounter costumed historical figures, 
contemporary artists, and fellow community members as they explore how New 
Bedford’s maritime, revolutionary, and ecological histories continue to shape 

https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/downtotheseainships2026/


our understanding of place, culture, and environmental responsibility today. 
Rooted in the city’s 19th-century whaling era—and reaching further back to 
Indigenous and early colonial histories—this event invites visitors to reflect on 
how people have understood, depended on, and fought to protect the natural 
world across generations. Through storytelling, creative expression, and 
dialogue, Vestibules connects historic voices with present-day conversations 
about climate resilience, environmental justice, and cultural memory. 
FMI: https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/vestibules-stories-of-water-
memory-and-resilience/ 
  

February 16-20 
February School Vacation Week 
Travel back in time during February 
school vacation week with daily storytime 
in the Kid's Corner and the Sailor’s Nook, 
Make & Take Crafts, Hands-on History, 
Costume Parade and Afternoon Movies in 
the Cook Memorial Theater. ($4.00 
members, $8.00 non-members). Enjoy 

the entire Museum, including the Lagoda whaling ship, the Kid's Corner, the 
Sailor's Nook, the interactive sand table, an inflatable whale, and more! For a 
complete schedule of events and tickets, 
visit: https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/february-vacation-week-2026/ 
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Thursday, February 26 | 12:00 p.m. – 
1:00 p.m. 
Author Book Talk: Jeff C. Fuhrer, The 
Myth That Made Us: How False Beliefs 
about Racism and Meritocracy Broke 
Our Economy (and How to Fix It) (MIT 
Press, 2023) 
 
Join economist and author Jeff Fuhrer as 
he unpacks the myths that shape our 
views on opportunity, race, and success 
in America. Drawing on powerful data and 

real-life stories, Fuhrer reveals how systemic inequality persists — and what we 
can do to change it. 
This is a free virtual program that does require registration. 
FMI: https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/author-book-talk-the-myth-that-
made-us/ 
  
High-resolution images available upon request.   
  
Photo credit: Pianist Jennifer A. Maxwell. 
 
About the New Bedford Whaling Museum: 
Anchored in the story of New Bedford’s whaling industry, the Museum 
documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant maritime region and its 
people, both bygone and current. Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical 
Society in 1903, the Museum’s rich history reveals an intimate relationship with 
the communities it serves. Today, the New Bedford Whaling Museum ignites 
learning through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the 
stories of people, the region and an international seaport.  
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The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the 
region, reaching more than 140,000 visitors in New Bedford and through 
traveling exhibitions annually. The cornerstone of New Bedford Whaling 
National Historical Park, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny Cake Hill in the 
heart of the city's historic downtown. Between January and March, the museum 
is open Tuesday through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., including Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day and Presidents’ Day, and extended hours until 7 p.m. every 
second Thursday of the month (on AHA! nights). Admission is free for Museum 
members; adults $24, seniors (65+) $22, youth $18. For more information, 
visit www.whalingmuseum.org 

                                                                           
For media inquiries, please contact:  
  
Kristen Levesque 
Kristen Levesque Public Relations 
kristen@kristenlevesquepr.com 
207-329-3090  
 
Mary Agnew 
MMkeithma@gmail.com 
617) 512-7489 
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