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New Bedford Whaling Museum Hosts Free Panel Presentation in
Celebration of the Nation’s 250th Anniversary

NEW BEDFORD, MA (January 12, 2026) — On Thursday, January 22, the New
Bedford Whaling Museum (NBWM) will present a special program in
conjunction with the opening of Forging Independence | Building a Nation, a

new semi-permanent exhibition developed in recognition of the 250th
anniversary of the American Revolution. This exhibition explores the diverse
regional experiences that shaped the struggle for independence and the new
nation that emerged.

This free evening event, called An Unfinished Project: Reflections on the
Promises of Revolution at the Nation’s 250th, begins with welcome remarks
from Jon Mitchell, Mayor of New Bedford, followed by a 30-minute screening of
excerpts from Ken Burns’s The American Revolution that highlight the many
individuals whose beliefs, identities, and courage propelled the nation toward
independence.

After the screening, a panel discussion will examine how the Revolution
reshaped people’s lives across the region, how ideas about nationhood,
abolition, citizenship, and racial identity evolved in its aftermath, and how the


https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/an-unfinished-project-reflections-on-the-promises-of-revolution-at-the-nations-250th/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/exhibition/forging-independence-building-a-nation/

legacies of these questions are with us in the present. Naomi Slipp, Chief
Curator & Director of Museum Learning, New Bedford Whaling Museum, will
introduce the project and discuss some of the key individuals, including women
and people of color, who are highlighted in the exhibition; Lee Blake, educator
and President of the New Bedford Historical Society, will highlight local black
history, and the important role New Bedford played in the Underground
Railroad in the 1800s; and celebrated poet and author Donika Kelly will reflect
on the poetic potentialities embedded in this country’s beginnings and the
meanings of the semi-quincentennial today.

An Unfinished Project: Reflections on the Promises of Revolution at the
Nation’s 250th will take place on Thursday, January 22, at 6 p.m. in the Cook
Memorial Theater. A light reception will follow in the Jacobs Family Gallery,
along with an invitation to explore the new exhibition, Forging Independence |
Building a Nation. Copies of The Natural Order of Things (2025) will be
available for purchase in the Museum Store, along with a signing opportunity
with author Donika Kelly.

This program is offered in partnership with PBS and is free to the public. The
Museum appreciates advance registration, which can be completed here.

Panelists:

Naomi Slipp, Chief Curator & Director of Museum Learning, New Bedford
Whaling Museum


https://buy.acmeticketing.com/orders/495/tickets?eventId=6945ae933834ecb1c6d360db&date=2026-01-22T18:00:00-05:00&cart=true

A museum professional with
diverse experience in exhibition
curation, academic publishing,
higher education, and strategic
visioning and implementation,
Naomi Slipp is passionate about
interdisciplinary storytelling,
leveraging collections to
connect with diverse audiences
in meaningful ways, and
inspiring connections between
past and present. Slipp holds a
PhD from Boston University and
MA from the University of Chicago, is trained as an art historian, and has
published and presented widely on diverse topics for different audiences. As
the Douglas and Cynthia Crocker Endowed Chair for Chief Curator and Director
of Museum Learning at the New Bedford Whaling Museum, Slipp is a member
of the senior leadership team, directs all activities related to collections,
curatorial, and museum learning for the organization, and has curated several
special exhibitions, including the recently opened permanent

installation Forging Independence | Building a Nation.

Lee Blake, Educator and President of the New Bedford Historical Society



A recipient of the 2019 Governor's Award
in the Humanities from Mass Humanities,
Lee Blake has spent much of her life
raising awareness about black history,
and the important role New Bedford
played in the Underground Railroad in the
1800s. As president of the New Bedford
Historical Society, oversees Abolition
Row Park, a public open-air museum
hronicling and celebrating Frederick
Douglass and Black history, and the
Nathan & Polly Johnson House in New
Bedford, MA. Awarded an honorary
mdoctoral degree from UMass Dartmouth
in 2023, Blake is also a Trustee of the
New Bedford Free Public Library, Vice President of Waterfront Historic League,
National Trust for Historic Preservation, President of Spinner Publications,
Academic scholar for Sailing to Freedom, Teacher Institute for National
Endowment for the Humanities, and cohort member of 10 million names for
American Ancestors.

Donika Kelly, celebrated Poet and Author of The Natural Order of
Things (2025), Assistant Professor of English at the University of lowa, and
National Book Award nominee



Donika Kelly is the author of
three collections of poetry, most
: recently The Natural Order of
Things. Her work has received
numerous honors including the
Anisfield-Wolf book award in
poetry, the Cave Canem Poetry
Prize, a Hurston/Wright Legacy
Award, and a Kate Tufts
‘MiDiscovery Award. Kelly’s poetry
" |has been a finalist for the

National Book Critics Circle
Award, the Publishing Triangle Awards, the Lambda Literary Awards, and
longlisted for the National Book Award. A Cave Canem graduate fellow,
National Endowment for the Arts fellow, and Pushcart Prize winner, she has
also received a Lannan Residency Fellowship, and a summer workshop
fellowship from the Fine Arts Work Center. She earned an MFA from the
Michener Center for Writers at the University of Texas at Austin and a PhD in
English from Vanderbilt University. Her poems have been published in The
New Yorker, Poetry, The Paris Review, and elsewhere. Donika is an associate
professor in the English Department at the University of lowa.
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About the New Bedford Whaling Museum:

Anchored in the story of New Bedford’s whaling industry, the Museum
documents and shares the diverse stories of this vibrant maritime region and its
people, both bygone and current. Founded as the Old Dartmouth Historical
Society in 1903, the Museum’s rich history reveals an intimate relationship with
the communities it serves. Today, the New Bedford Whaling Museum ignites
learning through explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the
stories of people, the region and an international seaport.

The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the
region, reaching more than 140,000 visitors in New Bedford and through
traveling exhibitions annually. The cornerstone of New Bedford Whaling
National Historical Park, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny Cake Hill in the
heart of the city's historic downtown. Between January and March, the museum
is open Tuesday through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., including Martin Luther
King Jr. Day and Presidents’ Day, and extended hours until 7 p.m. every
second Thursday of the month (on AHA! nights). Admission is free for Museum
members; adults $24, seniors (65+) $22, youth $18. For more information,

visit www.whalingmuseum.org
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