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New Bedford Whaling Museum Debuts Multi-Sensory Underwater

Soundscape and Art Exhibit
“Overheard Underwater” features the work of multimedia artist
Perri Lynch Howard

NEW BEDFORD, MA - May 5, 2025 — This spring, dive into the transformative experience of Overheard
Underwater, a captivating multimedia installation in the New Bedford Whaling Museum’s Center Street
Gallery by artist Perri Lynch Howard. On display starting May 17, 2025, the exhibit merges archival
underwater soundscapes with original maritime illustrations and paintings.

“This exhibition beautifully bridges art and science, offering a deeply sensory experience that invites
visitors to connect with the sea in a new and meaningful way,” says Naomi Slipp, Douglas and Cynthia
Crocker endowed chair for the chief curator and director of museum learning. “Combining the scientific
elements of bio-acoustic recordings with the emotional aspect of Howard’s art allows for a more holistic
understanding of marine life and the environment in one of our most unique installations to date.”

For this site-specific project, Howard dove deeply into the museum’s interdisciplinary collection and
explored New Bedford’s active working waterfront. The artist spent a significant amount of time working
with thousands of bio-acoustic recordings made over 70 years by oceanographer William A. Watkins, in
collaboration with William E. Schevill and others at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. These
recordings consist of more than 60 species of marine mammals in a wide range of geographic areas.
Howard combines this audio with her own hydrophone recordings to create unique soundscapes paired
with her own artwork and designs that visually map sounds into energetic landscapes of peaks and
valleys, sourced from the Museum and other maritime heritage collections and spectrographs

The installation offers an opportunity to experience the underwater acoustic soundscape of the busy
New Bedford Harbor, the calm quiet of the Arctic sea, and the sounds and calls of marine mammals,
taken in the wild. Visitors will enter into and experience the aural realm of our oceans, forging
connections with marine mammals and gaining a better understanding of underwater ecosystems, noise
pollution, and human impact of their environment.

Originally from Marblehead, Massachusetts, Howard is represented by the Seattle Art Museum Gallery
and Smith and Vallee Gallery. Her projects have received support from numerous residencies and
granting agencies including Artist Trust, the Montello Foundation, Civita Institute, Willapa Bay AiR,
PLAYA, Vashon Artist Residency, Kingsbrae International Residency for the Arts, Jack Straw Artist Support
Program, Centrum Foundation, the Atlantic Center for the Arts and the Mamori Sound Project, among
others. Howard has completed projects in Italy, Portugal, Brazil, Canada, and in South India, where she
was a Fulbright Scholar.
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The exhibit is included with Museum admission, and on display through November 11, 2025.

About the New Bedford Whaling Museum
Anchored in the story of New Bedford’s whaling industry, the Museum documents and shares the

diverse stories of this vibrant maritime region and its people, both bygone and current. Founded as the
Old Dartmouth Historical Society in 1903, the Museum’s rich history reveals an intimate relationship with
the communities it serves. Today, the New Bedford Whaling Museum ignites learning through
explorations of art, history, science and culture, rooted in the stories of people, the region and an
international seaport. The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the leading cultural institution in the region,
attracting more than 100,000 visitors annually.

The cornerstone of New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny
Cake Hill in the heart of the city's historic downtown. Between January 2-March 31, the institution is
open from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm Tuesday-Saturday and from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm on Sunday. Between
April 1-December 31, daily hours are 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. The Museum is open until 7 p.m. every second
Thursday of the month (on AHA! nights) and closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.
Admission is free for Museum members; adults $23, seniors (65+) $21, youth $13. For more information,
visit www.whalingmuseum.org.
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