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Where Transit Takes Us: All Aboard for Art in
New Bedford

With the Commuter Rail extension complete, six artists and cultural leaders, including
Lindsay Mis$, Meclina Gomes, Hendrick Hernandez-Resto, Andy Anello, Elizabeth King
Stanton, and Hadis Tourikarami, share their reccommendations for a visit to the South
Coast’s largest city this summer.

As for museums, there’s the New Bedford Art Museum, housed in a former bank
building (with the vault doors to prove it) and slated to double its exhibition space next
year. June brings two summer exhibitions marking the museum’s thirtieth anniversary
and showcasing South Coast artists past and present. A group show juried by MFA
Boston’s curator of contemporary art, Carmen Hermo, includes artists like Anis
Beigzadeh, a ceramicist who often reinterprets traditional motifs from Persian art. Just
down the street is the New Bedford Whaling Museum, where you can crawl into the
vena cava of a life-size model of a blue whale heart, climb aboard a half-scale whaling
ship, and scope out the world’s largest collection of scrimshaw. But the museum covers
many other aspects of local history, from New Bedford’s glassmaking and textile


https://newbedfordart.org/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/

industries to the lives of abolitionists and immigrants who shaped the city. It hosts
contemporary art, too. Admission is always free for the first-floor local artist showcase,
and further inside are exhibitions like “Claridade: Cape Verdean Identity in
Contemporary Art,” opening June 13 and spanning sculpture, fiber arts, mixed media,
painting, poetry, and video installation.

left) Isabel “Bela” Duarte (Cape Verdean, 1940-2023), Candy Seller, 2003. Dyed wool tapestry. 59% x 38
in. Loan courtesy of Jeanne Costa. (right) Gilda Silva Barros, Partir mas ter que ficar [Leaving but having
to stay], 2023. Watercolor and acrylic. 51 x 37"z in. Loan courtesy of Ron Barboza. Image permission
courtesy of the artist. Featured in “Claridade: Cape Verdean Identity in Contemporary Art” at the New
Bedford Whaling Museum June 13—-December 7, 2025.

New Bedford’s public art scene punches way above its weight, in no small part thanks to
the Massachusetts Design, Art, and Technology Institute, better known as DATMA, a
nonprofit that works with artists from all over while grounding its programming with a
strong sense of place. Among the works on view now are Lisbon-based artist Bordalo II’s
Plastic Rooster (2024). Perched on Union Street, it’s a symbol of Portuguese culture—in
a city where more than a third of residents claim Portuguese ancestry—and assembled
from discarded materials atop a framework built by metal fabrication students at the
Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School. Stay tuned for June,
when DATMA’s Pride installation will cover the facade of City Hall with sail cloth panels
painted and personalized by community members.


https://datma.org/

On the second Thursday of each month, all of the organizations above and sixty other
community partners team up for AHA! Night, an evening of free cultural programming
celebrating art, history, and architecture. Needless to say, whether you come for AHA!, a
day trip, or a weekend stay, there’s a lot to see and do—and many local artists to discover.
I asked a few who know the city well what they’d recommend to a friend paying a visit to
New Bedford. Read on for their picks of galleries, good eats, music musts, and more.


https://ahanewbedford.org/

