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host screening of ‘The Last Azorean
Whalemen’ documentary
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NEW BEDFORD — Whaling was once deeply woven into the identity of
the Azores, but as the number of living former whalers keeps shrinking,

their stories run the risk of being silenced.

Hoping to tell the whalers’ story through their eyes, Nick Francis, founder
of New Bedford’s creative agency The Franchise Group, and former O
Jornal reporter Luis Filipe Dias set out on a journey to the Azores to make

a documentary and help preserve their legacy.

“The Last Azorean Whalemen” will be screened April 17 at 6 p.m. at
the New Bedford Whaling Museum as part of ‘Echoes of Pico: Exploring
Azorean Whaling, History, and Heritage,” an event of the Portuguese and

Lusophone-World Lecture Series.

“Like a lot of documentaries, what ended up being the final story was not
the story we thought we were telling,” Francis told O Jornal. “We were
trying to connect whalers and people in the fishing industry to the New
Bedford area via the Azores, and it turned out to be a film about survival,

friendship and community based on Azorean whalers exclusively.”
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The Franchise Group

The Last Azorean Whalemen

Filmed in 2010 and 2011 on the islands of Pico and Faial, the documentary

follows a group of former whalers in their 7os.



“They are the last living connection to the Azores whaling industry and we
wanted to be sure their stories would not disappear,” Francis said, noting
that unfortunately a few of the whalers interviewed for the documentary
have since passed away.

Nick Francis of The Franchise Group holds a video film camera given to him by a friend over 20 years ago when he

found out Nick was a 'film guy.' Francis created a documentary called "The Last Azorean Whalemen." PETER
PEREIRA/The Standard-Times

Directed by Francis and produced by Dias, the 17-minute film delves on a
myriad of subjects, ranging from the whalers’ personal experiences and
views about whaling to methods they used and how they adapted after
whaling was outlawed in the Azores in the 1980s.

“There could be some negative conversations there, from an animal cruelty
standpoint, but for them it wasn’t about that,” Francis said, stressing how
for these men whaling was a crucial industry for survival and making a
living.



“Whaling was a means to be able to provide for their family because they
had to do something else besides what their job was,” Francis added. “If
you were a farmer or a blacksmith, you stopped what you were doing when
a whale was spotted. You ran down, got in the whaleboat and went out to
hunt the whale. They used every part of the whale; no part went to waste. I
think that story was far more touching, and it felt more important because
these were stories that weren'’t going to be documented in this way, if we

weren’t doing this project.”

Luis Filipe Dias, at center, interviews former Azorean whaler Manuel Homem da Silva with cinematographer Joe
Mauro, at left, for “The Last Azorean Whalemen" documentary. Provided By Nick Francis




Partly supported by the Regional Government of the Azores, the
documentary also touches on the evolution of the whaling industry into

tourism.

“We didn’t finish the film until 2017,” Francis revealed, explaining that
their personal or professional commitments got a little bit in the way, and
Dias landed a job with the U.S. State Department and moved to
Washington, D.C.

Former Azorean whaler Aldemiro de Simas Machado being interviewed for “The Last Azorean Whalemen”
documentary. Provided By Nick Francis

“We just lost momentum, to be totally honest,” he admitted. “We had a
private viewing when it was finished. It was invitation-only for family,
friends and some folks in the community that were supportive of the
project. But that was it for the large part. We haven’t promoted it locally or

shown it outside of that.”



Francis said he couldn’t be more excited to share the film with the public.

“These are stories that wouldn’t have otherwise been told,” he said. “To be
able to have these and contribute to the history of whaling in some way,
and to do it here in our own backyard, I think is really exciting and

something that I don’t take for granted for sure.”

Cinematographer Joe Mauro working on “The Last Azorean Whalemen” documentary. Provided By Nick Francis



Storytelling with passion

Francis said that “The Last Azorean Whalemen’ reflects his passion for
storytelling.“I love telling stories that aren’t otherwise told,” Francis said.
“I'm at least 50 percent, that I know of, Azorean. So, I had a natural

interest [in this project].”

Holder of a Master’s degree in Film and Motion Graphics from the
Savannah College of Art and Design, Francis began his career in feature
and short films before returning to Massachusetts to work in video editing

and motion graphics.

In 2006, he took a bold leap and founded Franchise Studios, later evolving
into TFG.

With more than 15 years of experience designing and directing campaigns
and videos, he collaborates with high-profile clients such as Allianz, Meta
and Hitachi.

His work has taken him around the world, directing and producing videos
for GIC Singapore, Rosetta Stone, the Winter Olympic Games, and AT&T.
He has also produced world-class conferences in Denmark, Portugal,

Spain, England and many other destinations.

He has earned Emmy nominations and numerous awards for his work,
including the Davey, Telly and W3 Awards.



How to buy tickets to watch ‘The Last Azorean
Whalemen’?

In addition to the documentary’s screening, the event at the Whaling
Museum will also feature the release of Joel Silveira Avila’s book ‘Shades

of Black and Gray — An Inquiry into the Island of Pico and its History’

and a panel discussion offering a unique opportunity to reflect on Azorean

whaling traditions and heritage.

Tickets for the event are $5 for museum members and $10 for non-

members.

To purchase tickets,
visit https://www.whalingmuseum.org/program/echoes-of-pico-

exploring-azorean-whaling-history-and-heritage/






