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American pianist Dr. Jennifer A. Maxwell has earned 
acclaim for her versatility as a performer, educator, 
and scholar.  A 2016 and 2018 Grammy Award 
Nominee, she has performed thousands of concerts 
of solo and chamber repertoire across the country, 
been featured in television and radio interviews, 
written a film score, and judged competitions.  

Maxwell has presented performances at the 
Providence Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Boston 
University, University of Rhode Island, Nantucket 
Whaling Museum, Nantucket Atheneum, Nantucket 
Music Center, Jamestown Piano Association, 
Rhode Island College, Music in the Loft, Steinway 
of Chicago, Mostly Music Concert Series, CUBE 
Chicago Contemporary Music Series, Schubertiade 
Chicago, Illinois State Music Teachers Association 
Chicago, University of Wisconsin, University of Illinois, Music Institute of Chicago, and 
PianoForte Great Pianists Series, among others; performed concerti with the Southern 
Illinois Symphony and University of Chicago Symphony; been featured on Live From 
WFMT, Chicago’s Classical Radio; and she was the pianist for the National Association 
for Music Education bi-annual convention.  Recent activities include solo recitals of works 
by Bach, Beethoven, Debussy, and Adès; an interview/performance on National Public 
Radio; the Red Violin program with Red Mendelssohn Stradivarius owner Elizabeth 
Pitcairn; a program of music by women composers; Stravinsky’s virtuosic Petrouchka 
on the Nantucket Arts Council Celebrity Series with duo partner Dr. Svetlana Belsky; 
Beethoven in Havana, a new tango by Joachim Horsley adapted as a piano concerto; and 
repeat performances of her archival/original score for the 1922 classic silent film Down to 
the Sea in Ships.  She also has performed on period instruments, presenting an annual 
fortepiano recital at the historic Whitehall Mansion.  Maxwell is featured in director Jay 
Craven’s 2022 film Martin Eden, just released. 

Maxwell has held professorships at Roger Williams University and the University of Rhode 
Island, and she is faculty emerita at the Nantucket Music Center.  Previously she held 
positions at the University of Chicago, Louisville Orchestra, Kentucky Center for the Arts, 
and University of Louisville.  

Maxwell earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree at Boston University, where she was in 
the studio of the legendary Anthony di Bonaventura and was granted a special dissertation 
scholarship to research and write Tracing a Lineage of the Mazurka Genre: Influences of 
Szymanowski and Chopin on the Mazurkas of Thomas Adès. 
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