
Lesson 3.1

Animal 
Classification

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This activity should be used after students have been led through Lesson 3.1 and learned the basics of classification, especially as it relates to vertebrates. We have created a checklist that follows the order of appearance of the animals in slides 6-14.  You can find that document For Use with Slide Show on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean web page for Lesson 3.1. There is an image of it on slide 5. You will need to click through each of the animals on each slide. There is an answer key near the end, on slide 16. It matches the Lesson 3.1 Teacher Key available on the website.

All directions for Lesson 3.1 are available in the Facilitator’s Guide on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean web page.







Animal Classification

image from Snakeworld.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Videos that explain classification:

https://jr.brainpop.com/science/animals/classifyinganimals/   
(same video on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCm5CcQhU-c)

https://www.youtube.com/embed/mRidGna-V4E?rel=0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCm5CcQhU-c




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

If you haven’t already done so, show students the video that explains how to use a dichotomous key.  This key explains the differences among the groupings.





Students may want to have their 
completed copy of this table 
available for reference while you 
go through the photos in the 
upcoming slides. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you haven’t already done so, have the students work through the Classification Table above. This is available as Classification Table on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean Lesson 3.1 web page. They can refer to the Vertebrate Key shown on slide 3 and available as Vertebrate Key on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean Lesson 3.1 web page, if needed.

You can verify their responses by using the Teacher Key - Classification Table provided on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean Lesson 3.1 web page. 




Let’s Get Started!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Print the list of animals above that matches the animals in that will appear on slides 6-14. This list is posted as For Use During the Slide Show on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean Lesson 3.1 web page. If students do not have a printed copy of the sheets, have them write down each animal’s name and write its category next to the name.

Guide students through each photo on each slide and have them decide into which category each animal fits.

Slide 16 of this presentation lists how the organisms should be classified. This list is available to you as Slide Show Sorting Answer Key.



Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?

koala

green turtle

Magellanic penguin

shrimp gibbon
flounder



housefly European robin
river herring

wolf spider
cow

alligator

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?



tadpoles
grizzly bear chicken

red bat
grasshopper

tiger beetle

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tadpoles, the young versions of frogs, toads and salamanders have skeletons made of thin cartilage. They ossify (turn bony) once they get to their adult stage.



barn owl

hedgehog

gorilla earthworm

king snake

land snail

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?



wolf ostrich

butterfly

American eel

salamanderrabbit

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?



bald eagle

tiger chameleon

sperm whale necklace sea star

rat

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are two whales in the sperm whale photo



dromedary camel
kangaroo tree frog

lion
brown pelican

caterpillar

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?



lionfish
millipede

sea lion

gray squirrel
white-tailed deer

American lobster

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?



green anemone
mallard duck

giraffe
ant white rhino

Source: 
https://www.sgsts.org.uk/SupportForVulnerablePupils/EMTAS/Shared%20Documents/Animal%20Classification.pdf

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?

https://www.sgsts.org.uk/SupportForVulnerablePupils/EMTAS/Shared%20Documents/Animal%20Classification.pdf


Let’s check your responses. 
How well did you do?

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?



• Amphibian: salamander, tadpoles, tree frog
• Bird: bald eagle, barn owl, brown pelican, chicken, European robin, 

Magellanic penguin, mallard duck, ostrich
• Fish: American eel, flounder, herring, lionfish
• Mammal: cow, dromedary camel, gibbon, giraffe, gorilla, gray 

squirrel, grizzly bear, hedgehog, kangaroo, koala, lion, rabbit, rat, 
red bat, sea lion, sperm whale, tiger, white rhino, white-tailed 
deer, wolf

• Reptile: alligator, chameleon, green sea turtle, king snake
• Invertebrate: American lobster, ant, butterfly, caterpillar, 

earthwork, grasshopper, green anemone, housefly, land snail, 
millipede, necklace sea star, shrimp, tiger beetle, wolf spider

Amphibian, Bird, Fish, Mammal, Reptile or Invertebrate?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Slide Show Sorting Answer Key (above) can be found on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean Lesson 3.1 web page.



1. How can the features of each animal tell you where the 
animal might live - that is, what its habitat is like?

1. Why can some animals fit into more than one Class?

1. List at least three new things you learned about 
animals from this activity.

Think About It

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Have students complete the Think About It sheet, available on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean Lesson 3.1 web page, when finished with the activity. 

Additional written activities, Fill-in-the-Blank and Is It A(n)...?  have been provided on the Whales - Giants of the Ocean Lesson 3.1 web page.  Answer keys have been provided as well.
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