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THE AMERICAN NEPTUNE

Pictorial Supplemem

Photographs of Whaling Vessels. Part I

Brigs and Schooners

WHILE American whaleships are hardly strangers to anyone, the obscure and
unknown details of these craft probably far outweigh those that are definitely
known. The smaller vessels of the Atlantic whale fishery, most of them brigs
and schooners, have been almost totally disregarded while the larger ships and
barks are continually represented by a handful of highly publicized and not
always typical examples. In similar fashion, the activities of these craft have
been examined primarily in their more glamorous aspects, at the expense of
a unified concept of the whaling industry as a whole. To rectify this problem
pictorially is impossible, but it is hoped that from among the accompanying
photographs whaling enthusiasts will find a few they have never before seen
in print. THE AMeRicAN NEPTUNE acknowledges its gratitude to The Whaling
Museum, New Bedford, Massachusetts, from which the following photo-
graphs, unless credited otherwise, have been drawn.
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Schooner William Wilson, gi1.5 tons. Buili at Plymouth, Mass., 1836 converted o whaling
and registered at Marion, Mass., 1866; under New Bedford management, 188g;

condemned and broken up. 1884

Courtesy of the Peabody Museum of Salem
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Schooner Pedro Farela, Bg 68 tons. Built at Somerset,
Mass., 185%: formerly US. Revenue Cutter
Campbell. Reregistered at New Bedlord,
1876, then a whaler; lost at sea, 1919
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Schooner E. B. Conwell, g1.48 tons. Built at Essex, Mass., 1850: reregistered at New Bedford,
I.:"_:'!-\. under the name of Eleanor B Conwell. No 'l'hh'-l.a'ill.'.: Cruisecs T!"['ll"fh“'lﬂ after 1507
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Schooner Rosario, 149 tons, Built at San Francisco,
1878; first recorded whaling cruise, 1888; lost in
the ice off Point Barrow, 1858

Schooner Era, 127.53 tons. Built at Boston, 1847; reregistered at New London, Conn., 1877,
then making whaling cruises into Hudson Bay; reregistered at New Bedford. 18g5:
lost at Miguelon, July gof
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Schooner Cameo, 200 tons, Recorded in New Bedford registers as built at Bath, Maine, 1878,
and enrolled at New York, 1904; rercgistered at New Bedford, 1goy: first whaling
criise, 1908 returned from last whaling cruise, 19z

Schooner Bertha D. Nickerson, By tons. Built at Boothbay, Maine, 188g; reregistered at New
Bedford, 1906, as a whaler; arrived from last whaling cruise, 1g15. probahbly
becoming a Brava packet; sold foreign, 1ge1
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Brig Abbott Lewrence, 15981 tons. Built at Duxbury, Mass,, 184g; reregistered at Fairhaven,
Mass., 1867, as a whaler: revegistered at New Bedford, 1875: condemned and sold foreign,
1881, The term ‘brig’ was vsed loosely by whalemen; most ‘brigs’ were probably
hermaphrodites, particularly after 1840
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" Brig bello ie78

Brig Isabeils, 132.14 tons, Built at Derby, Conn., 18g5; reregistered at New London, Cona.,
1863, as a whaler; reregisiered at New Bedford, 1878; lost in Hudson Strait, 1884
crew rescued by schooner Era (see Flate IV)

Brig Frances A. Barstow, 127.57 tons. Built at New Bedford, 1277; based at San Francisco following
her cruise of 188g-18g90; returned to New Bedford, 18g7; sold at Bermuda, 1900
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Brig Sullivan, 344 tons. Built at Gouldshoro, Maine, 1866; reregistered at Norwich,
Conn., 1go5; lost at Fayal after dragging her anchor, 1q13

Brig Fiola, 190 tons. Built at Essex, Mass., 110 Originally hailing from Portland, Maine,
she made five whaling cruises out of New Dedford; lost at sea on the Gfth cruise. 1915
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Photographs of Whaling Vessels. Part I1
Ships and Barks

Prare IX

Ship Benfamin Tucker, 348 68/95 tons. Built at Mattapoisett, Mass,, and registered
at New Bedford, 183g. Burned by C55. Alabama, 1862, This daguerreotype
shows her at Honoluly, § November 1856, following a severe storm

Ship Coral, 370 15/95 tons (36155 tons, new Tegister),
Built at Newbury, Mass., i8ig; reregisiered at New
Bedford, 1832; condemned and refitted at San Fran.
cisco, 1878; withdrawn from service, 188g. This
photograph was probably made in 1856
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Ship California, 358 5/05 tons (366.58 tons, new register). Built and registered at New
Bedford, :B42; cut down to bark rig and stationed at San Francisco before her cruise
of 18g1-18g2; completed final cruise, 1906; broken up at San Frandsco
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Ship Niger, 436 46/95 tons (411.69 tons, new register). Built at Mattapoisett and registered
at New Bedford, 1844; last whaling cruise ended, 1890; abandoned as unseaworthy,
18g%. This photograph is believed to have been taken by William Bradford
in 1886 when Niger was outward bound omn her last voyage
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Bark, ex-ship, Lagoda, g40 62/05 tons (37115 lons, new register). Built at Scimate, Mass., 1826;
f ‘ 14 3715 =
converied o a whaler and reregistered at New Bedford, 1841; converted to bark, 1860;
based at San Francisco, 1888-188g; condemned at Yokohama and sold, 1850

e

Bark, ex-ship, Hunler, 452 75/05 tons (355.19 tons, new register). Built at Gardiner, Maine,
and registered at New Bedford, 1851; converted to bark, 1868; reregistered at San
Francisco, 1881 last recorded whaling cruise, 1Boy
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Bark Tropic Bird, 220 38/05 tons (15048 tons, new register), Built at Dartmouth, Mass.,
and registered at New Bedford, 1851; condemned and sold at Bermuda, 1885

e T R

Bark, ex-ship, Lancer, 396 3/05 tons (205.54 tons, new register). Built at Newburyport, Mass.,
and registered at New Bedford, 1852: converted to bark, 1868; stationed at San Fra ncison
after 1887; condemned at Viadivostok, 18q0
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Bark Mermaid, g26 35/05 tons (x7%.32 tons, new register). Built and registered at Westport,
Mass., 1855; reregistered at New Bedford, 1880; reregistered at San Francisco
after 18ga cruise; Jost at Duich Harbor, 189y

Bark Lacomiag, 157.01 tons. Built at Medford, Mass., 1860; reregistered at New Bediord,
1866; condemned at Mahé, 1879
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Bark Concordia, 36858 tons, Built at Mattapoisetr, Mass,, and registered at
New Bedford, 186%; wrecked in the Arctic, 1871
Courtesy of the Peabody Museum of Salem

Steam bark Orea, 628.04 vons. Built and registered at San Francisco, 188s;
lost in the ice off the Seahorse Islands southwest of Point Barrow, 1897

Courtesy of the Peabody Museum of Salem
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Steam bark Balaena, 52363 tons. Built and registered at San Francisco, 188%; wintered at
Herschel Island, 18g2-18q3; lost at St Lawrence lsland, 1gm

Steamn bark Navarch, 25491 tons. Built and registered at Bath, Maine, 18g2; reregistered at New
Bedford the same vear; reregistered at San Francisco, 18q3; lost in the ice off Point Barrow, 1807
Courtesy of the Bath Marine Museum, Bath, Maine
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Photographs of Whaling Vessels. Part IIT
Vessels and Gear at Wharfside
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Unknown wessel hove down for recoppering, probably before 1860, The vesel's deck
arrangement and fittings are characteristic of many early nineteenth-century
whalers. Note the windlass abaft the foremast

Ship Niger hove down, probably prior to her 1886 cruise. This picture has been previcusly
misidentified as one of fames Arnold and confused with a similar view of the latter
published in Church's Whals Ships and Whaling.
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Ship James Arnold hove down for recoppering. Date unknown

-

Ship James Arnold hove down with the rigger standing in the foreground. Date unknown

Courtesy of the Peabody Muscum of Salem
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Heaving down the bark fosephine, 38454 tons, built at Bath, Maine, 1877. Heaving-
down windlass with windlass gang in the foreground. Date unknown

Bark Mermaid on the marine railway at Fairhaven, Mass., 4 June 18g1. The photograph
wits taken while she was heing prepared for her first North Pacific cruise.
Note the stem being blocked in with ice sheathing

PraTe XIX
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Ships and wharves along Front Street, near Middle Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts, circa
1864g. The schooner behind the chimney is possibly Peirel, 5001 tons, built at Newbury, Mass.,
1840. The whalers at the adjacent wharf are {left to right): bark, ex-ship, Fanmy, 0086 tons,
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New York, 1822 unidentified bark; bark Ewgenia (lower), si5.50 Lons, Philadelphia, 1830;
bark Louisa {middle), 30365 tons, Baltimore, 1832; ship Swallow (upper), g2figr tons, Fair-
haven, 1856; ship Herald (wharf behind), gooaz tons, Newbury, 1818 others unidentified



PraTe XXII THE AMERICAN NEPTUNE SUPPLEMENT

Bark Bertha, 197.97 tons, built at New Bedford, 1877, on the marine
railway at Fairhaven. Date unknown

Bark Kathleen, 306 12/95 tons, built at Philadelphia, 1844, Shown at wharfside, Gtting out
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Front Street, near Middle Street, New Bedford. James M.
Snow, a shipsmith, first ooccupied the lower nght building
in partnership with Nathaniel §. Purrington, drca 18so

The Leonard whaleboat .~|:.-1F.-, F:-l-lh-:-.:h]'; al Acushnet, Mass.. circa “F".-"'-'
Ebenezer Leonard, Jr. {center) and sons Charles F. (rear) and Eben F. (front)
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Whaleboat on wagon. Date unknown and builder unidentified

Turning a windlass barrel at New Bediord. Date unknow
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Vessels at Sea
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Photographs of Whaling Vessels. Part IV

Vessels at Sea

iling day, circa 1920

1878, !
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Bark, ex-ship, Charles W. Morgan. Crew picking cakum abaft the tryworks
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Ship California, circa 1905, Whaleboat drill in the tropics

Ship California, circa 1gog. “Wash day’. Cooper or carpenter and
ssistants working at the bench
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Ship California, circa 1gog. Whaleboat with bowhead whale in the North Pacific

Ship California, drca 19og. Upset whaleboat in the North Pacific
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Ship California, circa 1903 Unhinging a sperm whale's jaw

Diesel auxiliary schooner Poler Bear, B1 tons, built at Seattle, 111, Cuming in a
bowhead whale during her whaling cruise, 1gig-1914
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Unknown vessel. circa 18go, cutting in a bowhead whale. {Above), bringing the upper
jaw aboard. (Below). cleaning the baleen plates (whalebone)
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Unidentified schooner, date unknown, cutting in a finback whale.
The left view shows cutting staging in its pre-1860 form
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PraTe XXXII
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