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Thiz inadequate sketeh of some of
my ancestors has been prepared Lo
coincide with the gift of the mar-
riage certificate of Samuel and
Elizabeth Rodman to the 014 Dart-
mouth Historleal Sociely.

In proparing these Memorlals this
undertaking hns been alded by valu-
able help from several sources. He-
sides the letters and diaries in my
possession, as well as the Rodman
Book, I nm deeply indebted to the
Ttev. Alfred Rodman Hussey, a di-
rect descendent. Papers written by
my cousing, Mrs, Henery A. Wood
(Anna Wharton Wood) and Mrs,
Harrison S Morris {Anna Wharton
Maorrlz) for the Newport Historieal
Society dealing with the zame faml-
Iv have stimulated me to wdd a little
to records of the lives of the Rod-
man-HEoteh connection.

Az Mre. Morris sivs: “Homantie
fictlon is dellghtful to write, and al-
ways delightful to read, but such
products of the imagination srow
pala and even tedious onee we he-
come intereasted in the storles of real
fife. Tt is pleasant to Imagine the
remanecas which must have oo-
curred: it Is better still to know
what did occur and best of all when
the neiors were of one's own blooed.™

Thomas Rodman, who was the
son  of Bamuel and Mary Willett
Rodman and father of the Samucl
who married Elizabeth Rotch, a
native of Rhode Island. was born in
Newport In 1724, As his father fol-
lowed the sea as a profession—Ilater
retiring as - owner, manager and
agent of ships and properiy, ao was
Thomas trained for the mercantile
life, serving his apprenticeship with
fidelity and efficlency until he was
In command,

In 1850 he married Mary Borden,
daughter of Abrmham Bordenm and
HElizabeth Wanton, hls wife. He was
drowned on a passage from Hon-
durns, Nov. 16th. 1776 when only

42 The accounts of him are woery
MeAFTE. In 1740 Willlamn Coflln
writes to Captain S8amuel Rodman,
“Your son Thomas is In good health
and sticks close to his learning.
Hope before you leave this place will
be fit for your mate.” In 1841 W.
Coflin writea, “Your son Thomas gol
through all he can learn af Mr
Ham’s school’ In 17556 he mode
vovage in Osprey to London as cap-
tanin and waz gone for three vears
In 1760 he bought land at Easton's
Point. In 1763 he was Master of
the Brig, Prince of Wales, 12 mo.
80, owned by Godfrey AMalbone.
bound for Jamalca and then to His-
paniola for molasses. He was urged
by the owner to beware of taking on
board any Frenoch “Manufactts." In
1764 he wns Master of the aschooner
Eagle bound to Hispanlola, he own-
ing the cargo jointly with Sol Town-
=end and Jocob Rodrigquez: Rewveira.
In 1768 Josaph Maud writes Lo Mrs
Itodman from Boy of Honduras al-
luding to the death of Capinin Rod-
mLn.,

Among the achooners owned by
hiz father was the Dove, of
which he was Master at one time.
Asgortedl eargoed of fish, ale, saves,
furniture, etc. were shipped to the
Wesat Indies, returning with cargocs
of molasses and rom.

It is related of his being in Bar-
hadoes and golng on bonrd the Ad-
mirnl's Ship (perhaps the Vermont}
to bring back =some of his sallors
who had been taken from him and
put on board the Englishman. He
walked stralght up to the Admiral,
helid out his hand and saluted him
as an equal, demanding his property.
Hizh wornds passed before the end
of the conference, but the and was
that Capialn Rodman gained his
point and brouzht back his sailors.

{Mr=. ). B. Emith to Eliza G, Haz-
ard, 18546). It is also sald that he
was a noble man and a model for
manly beauty.



Children of
(Mary . Borden Rodman

1798).
Thomas Rodman, 1724-1766.

Elizabeth, 1752-1753.

Samuel. married Elizabeth Rotch,
1753-1835.

Mary (Invalid), 1767-1835.

Elizabeth, md. Wm. Rotch, Jr.,
17508-182%,

Anna, md. Thomas Hazard, 1761~
1845,

Hannah md.
Fisher, 1764-1819_

1729

Hamuel Rowland

Barah, twin of Hannah, unmar-
ried.

Charliy, md. Thomas Rotch in
1740, 1766-1834.

Mary Eorden waz born in 1723,
miarried Thomas Rodman in 1750
when she was 21, died in Wew Bed-
ford, at the home of her dauzhicer
Charity Hotch, early In 1798, aged
6.

A brlef gurvey of the life of Mary
Rodman convinces us that she was
a rare personality. Mary Rodman
was the daughtor of Abhraham Bor-
don and Elizabeth Wanton., his wife.
Her enrly training fltted hor for o
difficull life, and there are many
testimonialz  from contemporaries
which proved her abllity to grapple
prohlems and conguer all obstacles.
She married Thomas Rodman in
Newport In 1730 at the Friends'
Mesting FHouse,

Her husband's sea faring duties
separated them for long periods, so
that mopgt of the upbringing of {(he
family devolved upon her prior to his
deceasza im 17646. Eight chilidren
were born to them,

Her davghters were gaid to have
heen beauotlful cirls, and at the op-
proach of the Revolutionary War,
she wan afraid to keep them In New-
port, them a Garrison town. for fear
they might marry British afficers. so
in 1775 she broke up her home and
went to Hve at Smithfield.

It % gnid, all the schooling the girls
obtained, was Flven them by thelr
brothor, Eamuel,

They learned to spin while Lthey
were in Smithfleld, but it must have
heen o severely qulet life.

(Letter from Mary Rodman, to her
som,) written while she was wlsit-
ing In Newport.

Newport, Sept. Tth mo. Ist, 1776,

Dear Bamy,

We got safe to Jacob Mott's—all
glad to =ee me. Went 1o Meeting
with them, and arrived at Coosin
Robinson's ahout four this afternoon.
Dr. Hunter has been here, and jn-

tehds settlng out for Smithfield to-
morrow morning; shall be as easy as
I can for I am sure you will do all
in ¥your power to mnke the doctor
happy. I was pleazed to gee him
and more so with the Information
that T had of his being plensed with
us,  He loves thee. Dr. Easton says
we have almost made him o Frlend
in bellef, thourh not in practice. I
cannot =ay when I shall return. Hove
not time to write the girls s0 let
them have thia. Ay love to you and
ia.]] as I named, Charity in partien-
fE,
[ am, thy affectionate Mother,
Mary Rodman.

The wine = in ye lock closet.

If wanted for cookery (here is
some not 20 zood In ye other. Ellea
Allen knows where.

To Samuel Rodman, Smithfield.

In 1777 their mother purchased a
farm at Lelecester, Mass, to which
they maoved shortly. One of the
daughters, in writing to a cousin
thus describes (t: “"We have a amall
house, a pretty little orchard, mead-
oW and pasture agresable. an oere
or itwo of Indian ecorn and rye
planted, three cows, ten shoeep and
one horsze completes thy consin's
farm which, however, T am pleazed
with. 1Ii is pleasant retirement. far
from the commotlons of the bosy
world.™

In a letter written ta her cousin,
Mary Hobinson, after describing the
fnrm. at Leicester, and itz =tock.
writtén from there July, Tth mo, 2nd,
1777, she goes on to say, “As some-
thing I8 ever wanting to complote
our happiness. my poor girl Molly's
Invalidizm, sister Howland's illness.
anfd deprivation of company dear to
me beyond expression, and the [it-
tle proboability of seeing any of Vou
so0n, spréads a melancholy over this
prosent peaceful solliude,

After all a mind rezipned to the
Will of Hoaven iz most to be desired.
May thou and T, my dear Muolly, at-
taln this happy situation. Fareweall
my dear, and continue to rememhber
and write as often as thee ean to thy
absent Mary Rodman.*

While =till at Leicester, she writes
on August 28, 1779, “T went to Prov_
idenee with an intentlon to ask leave
to go on Rhode Island, bot was (Qis-
couraged at that time from apply-
ing to the General.

If any should open before the win-
ter shall make another attempt,
though I believe 1t would be proper
to know whether the British Gener—
al wonld pormift me to spend a fow
weaks, L0 transhict my business there.
If any of my friends would make the



redquest and Inform me. should take
it very kind.”

After this nbsence of slx years in
1783 she amd her family returned to
Newport, The house In which thoy
lwved =till stonds at the corner of
Walnut and Second streets.

From old letters and documents
we are strock with the “censcless
succession of Friends Meolings those
Young women and their elders at-
tended. Weekly, Monthly, Quarierly
amd Yearly Meetings, and upon
every possible opecasion  belween,
they held extra Meelings in their
own homes, with visitlng Friends.

The young Quaker girls of thoss
days revelled In these gatherings
nolt only because of the rellgious
zignifieanee, but beecauvse of the
goein] opportunitles. Many a mar-
riage was the outcome of the s=oclal
intercourse established through
theae Meetlngs where Friends cams
from far and near to bear their testi-
meny.

The first of this family to embark
on the matrimonlal wventure was
SBamuel, who went to Nantocket,
for his bride to be, the daughter of
William Rotch, Senlor. Froplni-
quity was a factor In accomplishing
marriages between HElizabeth Rod-
man and Willinm Roteh, Jr., also
Charlty Rodman and ‘Thomas
Hotch, Hannah maorried Samuel
HRowland Fisher, a descendent of
John Fizsher who accompanisd Wil-
limmm Penn to thls couontry. Anna
hecame the wife of Thomas Hazard.
Barah, the twin sister of Hannah
and n wvery lovely character, died
shortly after the marriage of Han-
nah in 1763.

In & letter from Anna Mott, 1794,
there s o desceriplion of a wisit Lo
New Bedford as feollows: “Left this
morning for Bedford and rode (o
Howland's ferry five miles; were
obliged to wait o little as the boat
wag on the other side. It 1s thought
1t will be n great advantage to New-
port. From this ferry to New Bed-
ford 1= 18 miles of ag had a road as
ever 1 went over In a carriage. We
left the ferry a Httle after eight and
did not reach Bedford untll half past

One, We were affectionately wel-
comed by Charity Rotch and her
mother, Mary Borden Rodman.

Went to dinner at Thomas Hazard's
necompanied by Mary Rodman and
her daughter Molly. We met with
i kind receplion Ffrom another ami-
abla branch of this extraordinary
family. elc.

S

In the Spring of 1794 she was
taken ill at the hounse of her daugh-
ter, Charity Roich, with whom she
continued to spend her last days, the
end coming early in 1795,

Elizabeth Rotch, Jr., pays the fol-
lowing tribute;:—Alar. &th, 1798
“Althe our Mother's loss ls great as
her understanding continued to the
last, unimpaired, which rendered
her company truly pleasant and our
parting harder, yet we hawve abun-
dant cat=e Lo be thankful that she
was continued with uz, untll wa werse
in a situation to act for ourselves
we nre now reaping the benefit of
her tender care and steady example
among her children, In which sha
was cxcelled by few.”

In 1338, Jeremiah Winslow, a
family friend, in eonversation with
her granddaughter, Mra. .James
Arnold. thus describea DBMary Rod-
man:— ""Ehe was a woman of great
merlt. and, ag far as I counld judge,
of superlor talents. [ hawve seen a
letter which she addressed to her
only son Samuel, when he was about
to leave her for the toils of a count-
ing house. It eontained the best
moral and religlons precepts
couched in language that did honor
te the woman and the mother. [
was always a pleased listener to her
conversation which was lively and
interexting. The events of the
Revelutlonary war were ever fCregh
in her memory and many a tale of
the olden time amused those who
werg  permitted 1o dhare her s5o-
ciety.™

{Mary Hodman was Administra-
tor of her hushand's Hatate, In 1TET.
EBought the Brig Dove aftor her hus-
hand's deceage. 1770 ownes stores on
Long Wharf. 1777 =old furmiture at
Emithiflald.)

William Rotch—15734-1528

And now the sceme shifis from
Newport to Nantuckel as we trace
the ancestry of Elizabeth Rodmaon.
A common aneestor of both her par-
ents was Tristram Coflln. the plonecr.

Elizabeth Rodman's father, Wil-
limm Raoteh, was horn on the lsland
of MNantucket, His parents were Jo-
seph Rotch and Loave Macy, his wife.
Joseph, a native of Salisbury, Eng-
land wns the first of his name to
seltle thers. He arrived in a ship on
which he had worked his passepge
by various doeviees, taking up shoe-
making, hiz trade. a5 o menns of
livelihood. Later he e#mbarked In
mercantlle buainess in which he was
very euccessful. He was born  In




170, 0. 5. In 1733 he married Love
Macy of Mantucket. Realizing that
New Bedford had great advantages
as a whaling port, he removed there
in 1765, estnblished himsslf In busi=
ness, having shipz and warehouses.
Hiz house was at the foot of Johnny
Cake hill {cormer of TUnion and
Firat streets). Hia property was de-
stroyed hy the British under com-=
mand of General Charles Grey (fath-
ar of Ear] Grey of Reform 131l fame)
In 1778. He then removed to Nan-
tucket, remaining till 1782, ngnin
making New Bedford his home,
where he died In 1784 (Dwight's
Truvels).

He was a man of great activity and
shrewdness. He was determined, at
the same time had a pleasing address
#0 gonerally had his way, He de-
Hghted in & joke and was singularly
quick at repartee. He wag full of
unastentatious benevolences. As a
man, he was held in high estima-
Lion.

Fis son William was born in Nan-
tucket in 1734. He was trained by
and associated with his father in
the whallng business. Thomas A,
Greene thus spealks of him in an oh-
ltuary notice appearing in the Morn-
Ing Mercury, May 223, 1223, “A nn-
twve of Nontucket, Mr, Itolch contin-
ued to restda there untl the elose
of the Revolutlonary war. Dis-
tingulshed in the communliy as an
upright and intelligent merchant, A=
well ag for urbanity and kindness in
ull the relations of social lfe. I wis
not until after the troubles of the
revolution had commenced thal eal-
umny ventured to ulter @  word
against him. It was then that in ad-
hering to his firm determination to
support, at every hazard, the peace-
nble principles he professed, he in-
curred the displeasure of the more
ardent patriots of the day, and was
cilled to Boston more than onee Lo
render an examination an that ac-
count. His firmness and intrepidity
on Lthesse occasions confounded his
faecugers, amnd produced conviction in
the mindg of all who heard him, thal
in all thingz whereof he had been
aeeused, the only motive by which
he had been governmed was an unde-
viating adherence to his relligious
principles without fear and without
reproach.

During the unsetiled state of com-
mercial affajrs, with hiz son, Ben-
lamin, he sailed for England on the
Maria, July 4, 1785, in search of some
more ample field for the development
aof enmmercinl enterprise, thoush he
wns now more thon 50 yvears of age,
Fle made proposilions to the gov-

erniments of both France and Eng-
land, but the Eritish would not per-
mit the Introduction of Amoerican
built ships, The French government
werse 5o [avorably inclined, that Ben-
jamln was left to further negotiate,
while his father returned to Nan-
tucket, arrivineg Jan. 1, 1787,

The propositions were so acceded
to by the French Government as to
induce him to remove with his fam-
ily, and the wife and child of Ben-
jamin, and some other persons from
Nantucket, and settle at Dunkirk, in
1780, Thiz was the commenceoment
of the whale fishery in France, but
the French Revolutlon, which was
fast approaching its ellmax of hloody
misrule nnd anarchy soon rendered
that couniry an undesirable resi-
dence and after two veard of trials
and  difficaltiea not a few, he re-
moved to England which scermned to
offer a Iairer opportunity for the
progecutlon of his views, tronsfer-
ring his business to that country and
eslaoblishing whale fisheries at 3Mil-
ford Haven, under the directlon of
his zon Henjomin.

In the meantime the adoption of
the Constiiotlon, and the more sta-
ble basizs on which the commerclal
regulations of our country were
placed had changed the pspect of
things in Americn. The attachments
of home and couniry were now pow-
erful enouzh to withstand all in-
ducements which were ofeércd by
the PErltlsh Governmeént to  detain
him longer in that country, and af-
ter having reslded another two vears

in England, he returned to the
United Stated In 1794 and took up
his residence in this town, where in
patrinrchal simplicity, eradunlly
withdrawing from the cares of busi-
ness 8% the inflrmitles of age In-
creased upon him, he spent the Iast
40 yeara of his useful and oxemp-
lary life.

The DMansion house swhere he
lved was g0 called Lecause the most
prominent and imposing house of
Lhe village., and, moreover, bocause
in the absence of comfortable hous-
ez of entertalnment, he hospitably
entertaingd strangers from  abroad,
aften people of distinction, When it
became a hotel in 1828, the name
followed.

He was nearly four score years
of age when our acquaintnnee with
him begsan. How often =ince thaot
Lime have we listened with intense
flelight to his narration of the strik-
fng incidents of his eventful lifoe
particularly  with those connected
with the. Revolutionnry War, and his



HubﬁequenL redidence In Europo, his
manner combining In a8 remarkable
degres, the novelty and affectlonate
Interest of youmger years with the
gravity and expericnce of nge. Many
of these come up and their fresh-
ness recalled to our memory, and
will continue, we trust, to form some
of the most interesting reminiscens-
ez of later life '

In a letter writen by him to his
partners, (hizs son Willihm Rotch,
Jr., nnd his son-in-law, Samuel Rod-
man)} dated London, Sth mo., Zrd,
1885, he says: “Having wrote your
dear mother on the 26th ult. which
I here enclose, the day I reached
thiaz city, but found no oppostunity
to send unifl now, I refer to it for
particulars. Our passage was vVery
fine, 23 days and a few hours to
my landing at Dowver, somewhat
short of 25 to the Marla being at
this city. I have had bug litle time
in this country, therefore can form
ng judesment of many interosting
particulars, which I know would be
agreeable for you to know, but, this
I can say; I came through a highly
cultivaled delighiful country, which
still wonld doubtless have appearsd
to greater advantage had my mind
been prepared for receiving to ad-
viinlage the pleasing prospects whick
oftéen presented from both Nature
and Avt, but it was woas otherwise
with me. What I partook of in that
respect rather forced its way than
otherwise. T have also found an
cpen generous hoapitality both in the
country anmd the clty. Many people
of rank commiserate onr giteation.
I eannot write you at present re-
specting our public matters, not hav-
ing had opportunity to Torm any
Judgment. 1 am, with paternal lova
to my dear daughiers, your wives,
te whom I intend writing soon, in
which Benjemin joins, vour affec-
tionate father, William Rotch. {from
letter to Wm. Rotch and Sons.)

No. 12 "I have had n most teying
time (in England) with the min-
istry, who were dotermined to give
us no privileges but on a positive
removil to this Kingsdom. I in vain
ingisted on the same advantapes
for Halllfax and for the Muarin to
be admitted here dity free. but thew
unwisely thinking to foree us here if
if they zranted no favors elaswhers,
especially our family, at which they
particularly pointed. This pat me
upon seeing what could be done in
France, though with great reluc-
tanee, There we found that notion
desiraus to introduce the fishery,
particularly the Greenland and their

L]

Miniatry wise enousgh to stick at
nothing to answer that purpose. I
mean encouragement. I hawve not
time to write you partlcularly, but
intend doing It by the New York
packet.™

No, 12 is dated 6th mo., Tth, 1786
It zoez into particulars ns to making
Dunkirk the French Port for Whal-
ing busines=, It I8 a most intorest-
ing document.

XNo, 14, dated London,
28th, 1756,

“T hope we shall leave thiz country
by the latter end of the %th month.
The unexpected opening in France
in our way har a proapect of advan-
tuge, but it still needs our atten-
tion to get the consumption in the

proper wioy, vef, I cannot wield to
the thouzhi of staying in Burope an-
other winter, unlezz we should not
get away timely for a probable ar-
rival in America before winter, aa I
a0 dread that season on our coast
that I shonld stay long before I
would attempt it.” The rest I8 all
husiness details.

No, 16 Is dated London, 9th mo.,
Bth, 1786,

“Aly Inst was begon at Calals and
concluded at Rochester on the third
which I sent from there to Deal to
zo by the Resolutlon supposed to he
in the Downes, and as it iz not re-
turned, sxpect it 18 aboard her I am
pleased that 1 am safe back to this
city, having crossed the channel, T
hope, for the last lime at present.
We are now making all the dispatch
we oin to Teave England. I am
nnxious to set off for my desirahle
home, altho the season is sa fnr
advanced Lthat I expect a rough pass-
age, but hope for the best. Ben].
inm w¥et at Dunkirk dizpatching the
ships which hope will =ail this day,
if nol yestordoy. Thiz goes per
Thomas Dlekason, Jr., who goes out
in the packet for New York, We
continue our business in their house."
My dear love to you all*’

Williamn Rotch. Benior, from Sam-
uel Rodman, Jr.'s Diary, Moy 1828,

“On the sixth day morning, the
1fth at § o'eclock, Willlam Rotch ex-
pired: Hls constitution onee so
strong and vigorous, wns entieely
overcome by the Infirmitles of age,
and hiz release wns only an occeasion
for congratulation, Thus had termi-
nated a4 long life. for he was §3 years
and & months old, marked by n vig-
or of Intelleet and energy of char-
acter, which #nined him a h]gh -
alderption with his contemporaries,
and an integrity and firmness which
commanded the respect and ecstesm

Tth mo.



of his numerous asaociates in the
seones of actlve husiness, or In those
more peculinrly appropriate to the
exercise of the benevelently social
feelings, The Inflexible sidherence
which he always evinced under cir-
cumstances of unusnal delicacy to
the minister of hiz religious tenels
marked an erect and nohle spirit
and the pecullar and native urban-
ity of his character and feelings
seomed to make Tull amends in his
intercourse with individuals of ex-
nited rank or diferent reliEFions
views—{(for the angular ngpect, when
contrasted with the corrent of the
world)—of the language and man-
ners of the Socicly of Friends nnd
won him the cordial esteem amd re-
apect of all of those with whom he
was thrown In contact, who were
capable of estimating the superior
traits of human nature.

HSoma of the events of his long life
hrought him, In connectlon with meon
high In office, and of commanding
talent=, in Englind and France to-
gither with o very numerous class of
those not officially distinguished.
with whom it iz believed he uniform-
Iy made, and lefll a strong Impress-
ion for strength of intellect and mor-
al worth.

The last 35 years of hiz life hawve
bean  passed in  retirement from
the extenslve engagements nnd op-
eratlons in which he acquired his
ample forfune, devoted with char-
acteristie activity to hi= social doties,
and the well ordering of the numer-
oud appendages of his simple and
hospltable establishment, which the
village character of this period
spocified, rendered convenient., And
to improvements of his property for
the encouragement and advance-
ment of the Interests of enterpris-
ing Induestry in the place where his
family was =etiled, and which had as=
to Ita commercinl importance been
founded by his father. His character
for a long course of years hag had a
celebrity which has made his un-
estentatlons and prosperowns conrse
like a beacon lizht to direct and ene
courage the sincere aspirant, after
moral worth and the cheering re-
wards of perservering and honorable
industry,

He sleepz in peace and haz had a
large share of the applause which
excites the spleen of the enviows.
Aay his Decendants imitate his
numernils virtues, and some of them

10

leave, if mot ap bright, as spotless
a character in conclusion of o short-
er career’’

Elizabeth Barney Rotch, 1734-1524

She was born in Nantucket, the
daughter of Benjamin Barney and
Elizabeth Etarbuck in 1734
Through the Starbucks she was a
direct descendent of Tristram Cof-
fin, also of his daughter the famous
Mary Starbuck. These Starbucks
were 4 loeng lived family and it is
related of her grondfnther Jethro
Btarbuck that he was a strong
vigorous man, scion of an orlginally
good stock, both phys=ically and in-
tellectually,. He lived to the great-
eal age thal any Nontucket person,
swve one, ever attained, and This
friends thought he might have fulled
the fuoll yearz of a ceotenarian, if
he had not been impresacd that he
had lived long-enough and =0 old a
man could not he any longer desir-
able in the social or family clircie.
This feeling induced him to retire
from his friends and finally to scck
his room and his bed, where, afier a
short confinement., he passed away
aged nearly 99 vears. He rotained
his intellectual wigor till within a
few months of his death, and 11 may
he remarked in connection with this
thaol 0 number of hiz descendents
have lived to a great aze, the de-
clining sears of whom have boen
allke, unclouded.

When Elizabeth Barney was 20,
she married Willilam Rotch. For
seventy years they lived together
sharing thelr joys and sorrows, hap-
¥ in each other and their chilidren.
Thelr only long separation oceurred
in those wyears when her hushand
lirst went out to Europe In the inter-
est of whaling. On that second voy-
age, his wife and daughters Lydia
and Mary accompanled him.

During their stay there have re-
cently come to Heght some incidents
told in an old diary written by John
Grubb, dated 1783, Tt spenks of
“meeting Ellzmbeth Rotch and her
daughters, Ladia and Mary nl Custle
Pill mear Milford, Englond, where
they were visliting their relatives,
Dnniel EBtarbuclk. This house was
opened for o Friend's rellgionos meet-
Ing, Several Friends came from
Rohinson Hall, n Inrge house three
miles distant, where five of these
santucket Friends lived. WVarlous
mectings wore held in the vicinity,
attended by Lydia, Mary aprd their
mother,



REMINISCENCE OF HLIFABETH
BARNEY, WII'E OF WILLIAM
ROTCH, SENIOR.

{(By Saraly Hodman Morzan,)

she was short and a rather stout
woman., She was a noted collector
af herbs, having, in her New Bad-
ford house, a large closet filled with
them, which she distriboted to the
sick. Hemarkably fond of Aowars,
she had a beautifol garden at the
back of the Mansion House. Here
was a bed of chamomile, & solution
of which was supposed to be good
for the complexion; there to it cume
ill the young girls of the town, in-
cluding her own granddaughiers,
Sarnh Rodman and BElza Hodman,
She planted the two curious irees
which stood in front of the house.
Bhe nlso had a8 bed of house leeks.
Ehe was a favorite with every one,
especially with children, of whom
she was very fond and to whom she
was very kind and good. A great
knitter. ahe also made several ear-
peks. 5. 1R, M. often went and read
to her. Hers was p quiet, kindly
disposition. She always =sat at one
place at the table, One day, she
accidently changed her seat, and
fortunately, for the ceiling fell up-
on where she uswpally sat. On the
day of her death, she was up and
about, but felt ehillv. After dinner,
she went into her bedroom, which
wiis on the ground floor, lay down,
and died almost immediately. Her
daughter, Elizabeth Hodman, wns
zent for, but arrived too late.

The above statement was given to
Rev. Alfred H. Hussey by his grand-
mothér Morgan, when he was a
young boy.

The following eniry was made in
the dlary of her grandson, 5. B, Moy
14th, 1824:—"1 called afler dinnep
to return zrondinther the deed of
the lot which T had ebtained of him
vesterday and spent from half (o
three-qguarter of an hour with him
and dear grandmother, both whom
seamed cheerful and better of the
cold, which had of late oppressed
them, MHitle thinking It was the last
time T should =e¢ my grandmother.
but gsuch was the fact, for about half
past four, alier a severs coughing
turn she was asalsted to her room
and bed by grandfather, and in the
course of five minutes sank into un-
consciounsness, passing guietly awny
(at 803 full of yenrs and wholly pre-
pared for the change. Who wounld
detain her? Yet, in consideration of
my dear grandfather (with whom
she lived 70 wveara) It Is an event
which must give to life min nEpet

11

of peculiar siFnlficance. The dear
man derives sensible comfort from
the company and sympathy of his
offzpring and there is much satis-
factlon remitting from the thought
that we can contribute something to
lighten the sorrows of our 2o truly
venerable (friend) of unblemished
character and very advanced age,

Children of William and Elizaheth
Ruoitch:

Elizmbeth, married Samuel Rod-
i,

William, Jr., married Elizabelh
Rodman,

Eenjamin, married Eliza Barkor,
Thomas, married Charity Rodman.
Lydia, married Willinm Dean.
Mary, unmarried, died in 184%,

SAMUEL AND ELIZABETH
(ROTUH) RODMAN,

Samuel Rodman—1758- 1835,

Zamuel Rodman was born in New-
port, Nov. 11th, 1752, the only =on
of Thomas and Mary (Borden) Rod-
man. He was bul thirteen when his
Lather perished at sea, 1766 and the
oldest living child.

From Abraham Rodrisuez Revelra,
a highly respected Jewish merchant
of Portuguesc descent, he reccived
his training. Mr. Reveirn was g
wealthy man fittad to undertake his
mercantile  cducation. He took
young Eamuel in his office, success-
fully laving the foundation for a
briliant career.

In 1777 (then
family removed
Smithfield, R. L
carrled om a farm there, amd alsp
tanght school. Later on ancother
farmy was acquired at Leicester,
Minsa.

In 1780 he wmarried PEillzabath
Rotch, at the age of 27. and there-
after residing in Nantocket, assp-
ciating himself with the two firms
of William Fotch and Sons, the lal-
ter being organized to carry on the
Dunkirk Whale Fishery., Later on
he was in business for himself carry-
Ing on the same sort of business both
In Mantucket, and in New Boedford,
whers he took up his residence, 1798,
after all his children wére bormn.

He built the stone house on the
Northeast corner of First and Will-
iam strects, living there untll his
death. Afterwards his widow and
her unmarried daughter, Bliza went
to live in the same house on Secord
Street, now oconpicd as a warehouse
by Georze A, Bourne and Sons, hav-
ing bouzht It from her son Benja-
min. The house on Firss Streel hnd
a large garden extendine down to

24 wyears old) the
from MNewport to
He houghl and




Whater Btreet. For many yenrs this
housge wus rented and later was
bought for the 1% A, Snell cracker
fectory.

While on o vizit to New Yark in
17%4, he became a victim to the pre-
valent epidemic, Emallpox. His wife
wag ai the Mantueket home with her
little family, unable to hear much
and deeply anxious for mews of her
abzent husband, amd waniting eager-
Iy (or word of the return from Eng-
land of her parents and sisters. He
writes to his brother-In-law, Sam-
ul Rowland Fisher, on the 26th day
of May, 1794 that—"I indulge the
hopo of Lelng able to leave the city
in a week or tem days, having In the
latter space gained health and
strengih to the admiration of mysclf
and friendz. I have heen extremely
réeduced, having, 1 belisve, had as
greal o share of small pox as my
feeble conatitution would besp,™

To the same correspondent, he
sayss . “(Agg, 22, 1794.) I have let-
ters from my father-in-Inw, when he
wrote, June 12, expecied to embark
the lust of that month. Willam's
ship, Barclay, David Swaln, Master,
in which we expect him, was then
copprd. and had taken part of the
freight engaped in London, intended
proceedine to Lymington to eom-
plete thedr loading with sa3lt, for Bos-
ton. T apprehend he must now be
near at hand if not alrendy arrived.
Brother Willlarm has zone to Bos-
ton In company with Brother Hoz-
arid-—the former purposes staying
there till the ship's arrival.”

To 5. R. ., Nantucket [(Feh. 14th.
1787} "My determination s fixed
to shift my habitation to o place ae-
cessible In winter, and as my wile
has a strong predeliction in favor
of Bedford. since the removal of her
parants, I have belioved it right for
me to take such preliminary steps
ag may, if my life be spared, place
me there in the summer of 1798,

In I50% he writes fo a aon ot
school:—"As I am stepping the de-
clivity of life (aet 58 I feel lose
satizsfaction in the ‘tranzaction of
business thon I formerly 4l HHe
was looking forward ito the time
when his sons would socoeed him,

To the same son in 1811 he spva
in & letter:—"Thy mother wishes to
know the state of thy clothes, and
as a new coat will be necessary for
Yearly Mesting, olserves that James
Allinson has good clothes, and hav-
Ing married an aequaintance, T gave
him my custom while in the eity."

Fe left a large properiy, moEt]y
ncquired through his “frained mer-
cantile abllity” dispensed wisely and
Eenerously.
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It iz =aid that in his youth, ma-
turity and old age he wois 2 model
of manly beaunty. Rembrandt Peel's
portrait does not bolie this statement.
nor does Ball's basrelief, both repre-
senting a noble type of manhood.

The following entry in his son's

diary sums up his life, and its
achievements thus: ""Dacem ber
24, 1835, At twenty minutes past

twelve at moon life expired. Thus
haz terminated the lomg and usefyl
Iife of my honored father. The
swepiness and bemignity of his tem-
per continued to the last, and &
smile of recognition and extension
of the hand always greeted his chil-
dren and friends as they approached
him. My father's long Hfe has this
penecfully closed and he eathered
to his rest like a shock of corn fully
ripe. He has left a name behind
him which hi= descendents may well
emulate. Possessed of a vigorous
Intellect and muoch benevolencs of
dispositlon. with the strictest in-
togrity and Industrious habits he was
highly respected throughout his
long ecareer.

“His extensive business
ducted with a prudence
tion as well az ability
crowned with sueress, Lilze my
granidfnther, Rotch, with whom he
was lomg a eo-partner, hiz maxim
wits mever to extemd his business on
credil. They might lose their own
property and be poor themsalves.
Lut they would not take the rizk
which they considered Immoral, as

WS con-
and cnu-
and was

wall as unwise, of making others
poor: They were therefors never
dazzled with projecls which their
disposnble mean=s conld not com-

pass, however promising of profit,

“At a thme when ruinows conge-
nuences, which often walt on a Aif-
ferent policy from that which gov-
erned hig conduct, he stopped forth,
thouszh ot an advanced period of his
Ufe, when release from effort would
have hbeem more eongenial to his
taste, na well s more sultahle to
his years, and by an application of
hiz resources, and by a renewal of
hiz characterizstlc Industry, thowgsh
attendad by many personal sneri-
fices and an anxlety natural to his
age and choracter assumed the re-
sponsibllity of the Whale Fishery
from Havre under the superintend-
cnce of Jeramiah Winslow. Ry this
act he laid the foundation for TR
ent atlluence and golden prospects.

“My [ather's bemevolones of fesl-
ing, togelther with his clenr and just
appreciation of mornl worth made
him aiways kind and considerate
towards those in the humbler walks



of life, and prone to render them
personal service when opportunity
offered and also pecuniary assistance
when prudence would wanrrant it
Integrity, he honored In all sitos-
tions, and hence he was honored and
esteemed by the numerous individ-
uals of the laboring classes, with
whom his long habits brought him
in connection.

“With these valuable guulities and
a dircciness and simplicity of char-
acter which despised all niffectaion,
ho anited a dellcacy of zensihility
which gave to his manner great or-
banity, and szecurcd him from giv-
ing unintentional or uUnnecesEAry
pain to the feelings of nny in his
Bopelal Intreonrse, or transgreasing the
limits of a scrupulous propriety of
conduect, by an approach even to
anything low or Indelleate, in word
or deed.

“He was ardent fn hiz feslings
and frank in expressing them when
it was proper Lo do 8o, Troe to his
principles. he was always ready to
avow his convietions and reprobate
wrong in any quarter. He was too
conscious of the dignity of virture
to compromize her cause. Of course,
he never sought the good opinion
of others by disgulsing hils =sentl-
ments, or making mny saorifice to
the vices or [ollies of ofhers. He was
neveriheless, prudent in avoiding
unnecessary  collision of sentiment
in hiz intercourze with mankind, so
that among those from whom he
was oblized to withhold his appro-
bntion he probably had no personal
enemies.

“He never sought popularity, but
he waos highly respecied and gen-
erally esteemed for his intelligence,
Judgment and diseretion, and i
public office had been an ohject of
his degire, he might doubtleéss have
been gratified. but he had too just an
egtimate of thiz kind of distinetion
to see in il any atlreclions, bul to
aid his rrlends and reconcile d&if-
ferences and henl disputes, ho was
often appealed to, aml generally ac-
quitted himself, if not to the =atis-
foection of all partics, yet In & man-
ner to sustain, in the opinion of dis-
interested obsorvers his high repu-
tation for jndgment, and his dis-
crimination.

“He was warmly attached to the
principles of the Society of Friends,
adhered to thelr pecularities of dreas
and language, and acted as Clerk of

the Yearly Meeting, as well asx of
the subordinate meetings of which
he wins a member for many yoars,

amid was highly esteemed throughout
the Society till the differences of
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opinion which leid to the late scism
began to prevail, when he took =ide
negatively rmmther than positively
with the Uberal party. Reslgning
his memberzhip because of disap-
proval of what he considered the
harsh troatment of some of the
yvounger and more ardent of the
gide he favored, he later allied him-
gelf with the small mesting in the
Lyceum, where he was a regular at-
tendant as long as his  [riends
thought his health was equal ta the
oxertion.

“He was & kind parent, deeply so-
licitous for the welfare of his chil-
deen, and though the current of his
feelings played not on the surface,
ag % =emeolimes the ease, in an un-
reserved affability of manner, In his
intercourse with them, none ac-
guainted with him conld doubt that
it wis deep and strong.

“In his conjucsal rélation, as in wll
others he wnas highly exemplary.
happy in his econnection with my
mother, o woman of superior men-
tal and practical endowments, dur-
ing & period of ffty five Years, and
favored remarkably In other points
of prosperity, though his path has
not been unclounded by afilicting dis-
pensations, nor its lisht unmellowed
by thint consciousness of dependenco
which Is the foundation of rellgious
feeling and pious trust, he has at
Inst descended (o the grave In his
88rd year, leaving behind him on
unsullied reputation to participateo,
ag we may humbly, hope, in the
full fruition of the celestinl state.”™

“May his descendents cherlsh the
remembrance of his wirtues nnd
Imitate hiz example, while they do
all in thelr power to sooth the de-
clining years of my mother in her
bersavement.”

A zrandson, eleven years old, thus
wriles to an all family retainer:
"My dear Grandfather Hodman is
now o more.  He died the Z2IZnd of
December and was Interred the 26th.
My father savs he was without o
stain onm hizx character,™

A SONG OF NANTUCIKET.
“The land breaks out, like a gleam of
hope,
Uver the Ocean foam,
Hut [ts dapghters no longer are pull-
ing the rope®
That's brinzing her sailors home.

Her whalers lle rotting, and lone and

dramd
Far in zome foreigm port
They have Lxid  there rusling for

many f year
Of water and wind the Zport.
The decks are piled with tho winter's
BHaws
The men are scattéerad—Ah ma!



No mast-heard echoes to “"therse she
blows"

Far oul In the Ochoatslk Sen.

But her hearts are as tried, and her
men as irue

A=, when trimming the distant eail,

They passed their lives on the walers

blue,
In huntlng the bow-hesd whale.

Her daughtera are puore and sweet
and fair,
And cheerful and kind and good:
And isparkﬁng water and sparkling

afr
Bhine out in their changeful mood.
There's not a mate or a harpooner
More skllful than mald or wife
IT you wvislt their land, you'll stay, I
fenr:
With a harpoon through your life.
Fut flnd n Naniucketer where you
oan
He never will duty skulk;
You may find him a rough and repdy
mam,
But never a worthless hullk™

*In the old whaling days, when a
ship was homeward bound, with a falr
Wind, L was & COMMON SAVINE aAmon®
the men that the girls of Mantucket
were puolling the rope to draw them
home.

ELIZABETH RODMAN.
1767-18546.

Ellzabeth Rotch was born on tho
island of MNantucket, In 1757 and it
was there that her girThood days
were spent. Worthy daughter of a
distinpulahed father, and a mother
who looked well over the affairs of
her houashold, she was surrounded
by much the same Influences that
shaped the lves of her hushand and
his sisteras in Newport.

From her father she inherited
strength, ability and force of char-
acier. From her mother, she lenrnod
all the unzeinl aceomplishments 0
neetssary in those Colonial daya.

She lived at a time when wars
and rumors of wars were rife, In
fact in an atmosphere of anxiety for
the safety of the izsland, when lo=saes
of shipping. and genernl disguistude
prevailed.

It iz not to be implied that only
deprezzion marked her yvoung dayas,
for there are various refercnceos to
Meetings on the Island and malnland
when there waa intercourse with the
outzlde world.

In 1780 she hecame the wife of
ZSamuel Rodman, At the age of
twenty-three, Althouzgh she fulfifled
admirably all the requirements of
wife and mother, they did not satis-
fy her as regarded the uphringing
of her children. Her reply o n sis-
ter-in-lnw who ecommended her for
her wizdom and tact as mother was:
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“Give me |éave to tell thee, my dear,
that T think thy judgment is wery
erroneons  reflecting my  facnliiea
with children, for a poorer creature,
and one lezz qualified to direct and
gulde aright. in my opinion, ia hard-
Iy to be found."

Imn letters to her children. affec-
tionate solicitude is the dominant
note.

In 1800 therse was an epidemie of
small pox, and she consented that
two of her dawghters should go to
a hospital at Woods Hole for Inocu-
lation, Apropos of this, she writes to
. rolative: "We have Indeed, n
thorny path, and some alloy or
other, constantly attending our jour-
ney through life, but it matters little
what the conflleta are, to thoss who
sp regard the onerring Pilol as nol
to miss the Haven of Rest, at last—
and how desirable to he of the num-
ber who ateer thus wiselyv—buot T am
doubtful of ever becoming victorious
over the numerous enemles of my
own houschold.”

An overwhelming sorrow in the
death of her eldest son, Thomas, who
died of fever In Havana, in 1804, cast
A deéep shadow on their happy house=
hold. In a letter to her son Bamuel,
then i studeént at  New  Oarden
gchool, she thus refera to it. “The
nffiction, of our family is too poign-
ant, nor do I belleve the varlety thou
met with on thy journey could long
dizga’pate Lhy grief, [or the inexpres-
sible losa we hawe sustalned, by the
removal of thy dear brothoer, whose
memory, I trust will be fondly cher-
Ished while life iz lent to us, and
itz uncertainty, I hope will be a daily
subfect of serious consideration and
excite to diligence im preparing for
the #olemn event.”

During the sume Year a very
pleasant event occorred, thus men-
tioned: “'Thy Uncle Francls Holeh,
thy grandfather’s only broher, hag
lntely arrived from Bordeaux: we
shall zoon expect him here, which
ia, in Idea wery pleasant; 1 think il
is about tweniy-four years since I
last saw him; no doubt there must
be o siriking dfforéence in his ap-
pearanece, tho it i3 sald he doss not
ook old. He is 58 years of age."

Quite in another wein, she writes
to the same son stlll in school:
"Lt me know Lhy health, and
whether colds are as prevalent with
thee during the Inst winter, and how
thy clothes hold owt; pocket hand-
kerchiefs must be wanting, one was
left at Wakelleld, and two more 1
found at Mew York. With our unlt-
ed love, T ean with great propriety
aubscribe. Thy very affectionate
mother.”




In 1813, her eldest daughter,
Mary, the wife of Wm. Loznn Flsh-
or of Philadelphia, passed away, la-
mentéd by her [amily. Ar. Fisher,
in writing to a member of her fumi-
Iy throws some lght upon her ap-
pearance and character, thus:—"An
ald elder from New York, by tha
name of Burling, who was well ac-
quainted with New Bedford, when
he waz young, told me in a large
company of people, when I went to
s8¢ him, that when I married Mary
Rodman, I plucked the fafrost fAow-
er of the place. This subject =
still too tender for me to dwell up-
on, but as thy father told me that
it was indelicate for me to allude
to the bheanty of the Rodman chil-
dren, I may be permitted to allude go
this anecdote, and to add, that my
Mlstress Elizabeth Rotch, (wife of
William Rotch, Jr.) told me. while
¥l o youlh, that Mary Rodman's
counternance indicated an angelic
purity in mind.'

Durlng the years between this and
1848 she was bereaved of mother
father, Hizster Ladia, (Dean) and
husband, meeting all these dispen-
sations bravely and with sure confi-
dence in her Pilot.

In 1848 a startling event, nffecting
family, friendsz and a large olrele
cecurrod when her daughter, Anna
{Robeson) and her daughter-in-law,
Rebeccn, the wife of her son Will-
am, died within a few hours of oach
other, from an affoction that was
cutching and fatal

Partz of a letter to her slster-ip-
Inw. Eliza (Barker) HRotch, widow
of Henjamin, living In Enziond,
show her remarkable powers at 2.

“New Bedford, 12th mo., G6th,
1548, 1 find great satizfaction in
looking back oceazionally to byrone
days, when wouth and sprightliness
were not only seen In others, but
partaken of by oursclves in a (drive
o your country seat with thy dear
mother, from whom I accepted muanw
an  invitation with hearifelt pleas-
ure.  ‘i'ny dear note delighted me so
miuch that I Intended answering ac
once and took my pen, but had in-
terruptions and the next morning
we were Inveolved in sorrow  that
overwhelmed everything else. By
dear Anna REobeson had been unwel]
with erysipelaz and so far recov-
ered as to think safe to visit her son
William who had besn very sick, but
it proved too much for her and
without my apprehending any seri-
ous danger, her husbond entered
with the heartrending intelligencs
in the morning that she was sink-
ing and mo hope of revival., After
a short time, I entered her room to
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witness the closing scenes of a dar-
ling daughter, who had been in the
habit of wvisiting me almost daily,
and sometimes several times in a
day az it might happen. And in ad-
dition to this poignant sorrow, in-
formation wag brought from Fall
Eiver of the deceass of my amiahle
beloved daughter Rebececa W. Tiod-
man, who had been with her daugh-
ter Anna to help in nurzing her
(Anma'as) husband, Willlam Robe-
sgon, during his dangerous fliness,
ook the fever and thus we were de-
prived of two of the excsllent of our
family. HBoth interred on the same
day. An accumulation of aflictions
thou wilk readily admit had fallen
to our lot, and since then my grand-
#zon T. H. K. (Thos. HR. Hobeson)
and sister Mary have deparctod from
this changeable world, The ninth
of thiz month perhaps thou knowest,
my birthday occuora, when if T live
shall see my 9Ind anniversary, an
age in former days I never cxpected
lo =see, Can I hope ever to be in-
dulged with another line from thee.
Could it be accomplished without
fatlgue it would be very gratifying.
Thy age is about 86—my =icht i=s
poar amd hearing or comprehension
very defective, not understanding
enmmon conversation in a room and
¥et, when a person sits by me and
converses, remark is often made,
“why. thee hears wvery well.”

Then comes a reply dated 1851
from Eliza (Barker) Rotch:—*1
feel inclined to commune with thes,
and tp express the pleasure which
thy dear grandsons have beon to me.
They are [ully occupiod all day in
investignting the Christal palace, or
rather, liz contents, and very many
wonders {London) I have not seen
the interior, nor will my strength
permit.

"1 pan only remember my niece
Ellza as & aweet little darling about
&ix years old when sghe accompanied
by her slster Mary came to tnke
leave of me In 1781, the day before
I left France. I can see hor swest
little face now and alas! how 1iile
I then thought I was pnevermore to
=00 my Native Land.

"When I saw thy picture with the
long mitls, I trled to procure =ome
for thee, but nothing of the sort for
ages had been made. Friends here
generally wear long sleeves now, 1
hope thow wilt try it next winter,
thou wilt find them wery comfort-
able, & greal improvement In cold
woeather,

'"We are never overdone here with
heat or cold, to me a =reat comfort:
I remember well suffering from the
great hent of the summer ar Nan-



never mimicd the se-

tucket, tho I
But then we have

verest winter.

not the bountiful supply of som-
mer fruit. 1 often miss that treat.
Thy FPet. Benja Rodman sent me

lasl year a greab treat of green corn,
tho the Gentry often plant a few
hills in their Green Houses for the
Leauty of t(he long stalk, which i=
viery ornamental, vet it will never
produce an ear At to oat—so thou
secs, my dear, I am not so distant
but that I etill partake of your lux-
wries, and do =zo wvery amply.

“Adleu, my dear sister. May He
who hos promised never to forsake
he thy comfort te the end, is the
prayer of thy affectlonate sister, E.
It."  Dated June 6Gth, 1851.. We
have to record one more losa in her
old age in the sudden death of her
aon Willlam, 1855

From the home in Nantucket,
after all the echildren were born and
followlng in the footsteps of her
father, they removed to New Bed-
ford, 1798. It was a natural move
for the extensive businses opera-
tions could be carried on more easi-
Iy than on the Island. Also the im-

mediate family were establishing
homes there.
A short entry in the diary of

Hamuel]l Rodman, her son, marks her
passing:—“Mother departed in the
midst of her children assembled to
wilch the last moment of our ex-
cellent and venerable parent {(Aug.
26, 1866). It seemed a siznal favor
that our dear mother should have
=0 peaceful an escape from the trials

ami Infirmities conssquent on  her
great age, which have =so0 long
pressed =0 henvily upon her., An

ohitnary notice appeared in the Mer-
cury of August bth, glancing at the
long period embraced by her life,
and a few of the remarkable eventa
of a political character connceled
with her father's family, and her own
generous and moble characteristics”™

From the same dlary, one notes
the devolion and care for her that
was hestowed by her children. To
them she richly gave her affection

and confidence. In their troubles
and perplexities material ald ond
wise counsels were forthecoming.

True to her religlons convietions
hoth In specch and dress, to the end.
‘Her wigor of mind, elearness of
Judgment. and interest in all worthy
objects were maintained thro age
and phy=ical infirmities,  almost to
the Iast, and she has left to her
descendents the bright example of a
truly wise and virtuous life.

“At 05, she preacnied a heautiful
specimen of green old age. In her
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long life, the Christlan Charneter has
heen moszl sirikingly  exemplified.”

Children of 8. and E. Rodman.

Mary—1T781-1813, married 1302 to
Williamn Logan Fisher of Phil

Ellza—1782-1864, unmarried.

Thomas—1T84-180%, died of fover
in Havana.

William Rotch—1756-15865, md.
Rebecca Waln Morgan of Phildel-
phia.

Anno—1787-1848, June 17—md
.-:»ﬂdar&w Fobeson  of Phlla.d-elph.lu.

Lydin—1790-1848, married Micah
Ruggles in 182§,

Bamuel—1792-1876, married Han-
nah Haydoeck Prior, 1818,

Sarnh—175%3-1838, marrled Char-
les Waln Morgan of Phil. 1818,

Benjamin—17%4-1878, married
Susan Waln Morgan of Phil, 15200

Let us now go back (o & summer
daoy in the 18th Century when a
party of relstlves and friends as-
sembled in the DMeeting House at
Nantuckest ta celehrate the marriage
of Bamuel Hodman and Blizabeth
Rotch and listen to the words of the
Alarringe Certilienle, prescnted today
to the Old Dartmounth Historiel
Eociety.

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE,
Whereas, Samus]l Rodman, son of
Thomas Rodman, late of Newport

in the County of MNewport, and (Cal-
ony of Rhode Island in Now Eng-
land, deceased and Mary hls wife.
and Elimbeth Rotch, Daughter of

Willinmn HRaoteh, of Sherborn, in
the County of Nantucket, In the
provinece of Massachuseils Bay, in

New England aforesaid, and Elza-
bhath, his wile. Having declared
their intentions of taking each ather
in marriage, bofore sevoral Monthly
Mectings, of the people called Quak-
ers In Eherborn, aforesaid, accord-
ing to the good order used among
them, and proceeding thereln, afier
deliberate consideration therof, (with
regard to the righteons law of God
in that case) nnd they also appear-
ing elear of all others, and having
coneent of Parents and othera con-
cerned were allowed by sid Meot-
ings.

Now theae are to certify all whom
it may concern, that for the full ac-
complishing thelr sald Intentions,
this Firet day of the sixth month, in
the year one thousand, seven hun-
dred and elghty (June 1, 17800 puhb-
lic Assemhbly of the aforesaid people
mel together at thelr Meeting House,
in Bherborn aforesaid. And in =
solemn manner, he, the said Sam-
uel Modman taking Elizabeth Rotch



By the hand, did openly declare as
followoth:

Friends, I desire vou to bhe my
witnesses that I take this, my friend,
Hliznbeth Rotch to be my Wile,
promising by the Lord's assistance to
be unto her o troe and loving Hus-
pand, ontll we are by death sep-
erated.—And thén and there in the
#aid assembly, the sald Elizabeth
Rotch did in like manner declare as
followeth:

Friends, 1 desire vou to be my wit-
nesses, that I take this, my friend,
Samue]l Rodman to be my Huaband,
promising by the Lord's assistance,
to be unto him, a truoe and loving
Wife, until we are by deanth sep-
erated. And asz a further confirma-
tion therof, the sald Samuel Rodman
and Elizabeth Hodman did them and
there 1o these present set  their
hands, she according to the custom
of Marrlape assuming the hame of
her Hushand.

(=igned) Zamuel Rodman.
Elizaheth Rodman.

And we whose names are hereun-
to subacribed., being present at the
solemnizing of their said marrlage
nnd suhseription Im manner nfore-
aald. As Witnesses hereunto have
also to these Presents subscribed our
names, the day and year above
written.—

Willinm Rotch

Willlam Rotch, Jr.

Elihu Coléeman

Eamuel Starbuck

Edward Emmett

Jonathan Alacy

17

Benjamin Barney, Jr.
Chrisn Starbuck
Jethro Mitchell
Joseph Harris
Jonah Barker
Jonathan Barney 2nd.
Wiiliam Minturn
Hazekiah Starbuck
Danlel Mooy
William MAacy
Daniel Starbuck
Sllv Worth

Pelee Coffin, Jr.
Benjamin Hotch
George Folger, Jr.
Mathew Barney
Sanmue] Starbuek, Jr.
Peleg Folger
Thomas Rotch
Elizabeth Rotch
Hannah Rodman
Barah Barney
Abigail Starbuek
Laols Barney
Phebe Swalin
IDborah Coffin
Elizabeth Barker
Mary Caoffin
Alice Starbuck
Lois Macy

Mary Gray

Lydia Macy
Honnah Gardner
Barah Folger
Deborah Coleman
Sarah Coffin
Dinah Bunker
Ruth Gardner
Mary Gardner
Elizth BHarker, Jr.
Lydia Roich



