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President Craopo presided at the meet-
ing. which was largely attended. Be-
fora introeducing the speaker of the
evaning, Mr. Crapo explained that tha
b was used for the mesting
through the courtesy of the New Eng-
land Cotton Yarn Co., and then gave &
shetch of the historieal u_-u-gmiﬂ.r_inn.u of
the site, saving In part:

The spot whera we meet i one of his-
torical Interest. Tn 1503 the Bed-
foird Bank was incorporabed with o cap-
ital of $60,000, It was the flrst hanking
Institution in this part of the state.
There wae erectad on this spot a bank-
Ing house, and & vault was constructsd
which was an object of curiosity and
waonder to the people of the village and
neighboring towns.  An interesting ac-
count of the banking room and vault
1e given by Mr. Ricketaon In his history
of New Bedford. The ponderous lock
nnd key which protected the money and
securities are among the #onse—saiuns of
the Historical Soclety. Thomas Haz-
zard was ite President and Jobn

PMokens Its Cashler. Mr, Plekens was a
noted and influential citizen. He had
served s an officer in the Rewvolution-
ary army. He was for many years
Town Clerk and Town Treasurer. He
was an expert and accomplished land
surveyor and much of his work In this
line has been preserved. A book of
jlans made by him from surveys of
land in this vicinity i in my possession
and is marked by cleurness and ac-
curacy and a neatness of penmanship
that I3 a marked contrast to the imper-
fect penmanship so common at the
present time,

In 15815 the Bedford Bank was suc-
ceeded by the Bedford Commercial
Eank, an institution with larger capital
Ceorge Howland was its first Presldent
and Joseph Ricketson, the grandfather
of our Walton Ricketson, was its firat
cashier and served in that capaclty
many yvears. He recelved an annual
slary of §500, & sum which the Cashiers
of the present day regard as altogether
Inadequate. The busineas of the Bed-



ford Commercial Bank increased to an
eXient requiring larger accom resdn tions
and the banking house which had been
constructed for the Bedford Bank was
removed and & new bullding for the was
of the Bedford Commercial Bank was
erected. My recollection goes back
sixty amd even sixty-five yvears. [ can
recal! the building and Its cccupants.
The ground floor on its north side wasd
cainl for the banking room. On Lthe
=oiith side was the Bedford Commearcial
Insurance company of which James
Howland, Znd, the great grandfather of
our liver Prescott, was President, and
Captaln Rolaml H. Crocker was Secra-
lary. Captain Crocker was a t:.'pigal
retired ship master. He was well in-
formed and companionable. He was
genlnl and warm-hearted and much be-
Ioved by all who knew him. On one
point he was testy and even irascible.
He was barin a Faderalist and he hates]
Andrew  Juokson, I have seen him
sealesl In the outer roeom of the
Insurnnee company, when some one
incidentally or purposely mentionsd the
pname of Jackson. He would violenily
poviindd hi= cane upon the floor ami with
un ontburst of vehement indignation
denounce the Ex-President, then wiping
hi® forehead with his big red bandanma
handkerchief he would be serene agnin,
The clowds had passed away and thers
wins =utshine, Among the apequaint-
ances mude in counection with the Tn-
surance Company was (hat of Pels
Almy, an aged colored man who made
the fire im the stove in the cuter uffica
and swept the fioor and dusted the
chajrs and talble, but never with con-
splenons neatnesz  Pete was fond of
telling his experience in the United
Sintes Navy., When a lad in the War
of 1812 he scrved as a powder monkey
isuch was his official deslgnation) on
poard the United States warship Essex.
This vesscl, under command of Commea-
dore Porter, had been ordered to the
South Pacific for the protection of our
commerce in that part of the globe.
Pete would teli of the orders he re-
cajved fromu a littdle midshipman, =@
mere hoy, as he sald, whose nimes Was
Farragnt., the same who in the Civil
War was our great Admiral. The Es-
sex on her crulse recaptured from Lhe
British the whileship Bd.rqlnr. oW e,
if I remember rightly, in New Bedford
and commaideal by Gldeon Ramdall, the
srandfather of the Iate Charles 5.
Randall. Midshipman Farmgui, then
twelve years of age, was placed on
oard ihe Barclny as Prize Moster and
ook her Into the port of Valparaiso,
Sphesquently in a2 naval engagement
ihe Kasex capitulated to the British
warships Phebe and Cherry and Com-
mander Porter and Midshipman Farra-
eut and Powder Monkey Almy, with
others of the officers and crew, wWere
uiken prisonera of war. All of Lthese oc-

currehees  Pete would  recount with
Erent minuieness of detsi

In the secoml story on the north =ide
of the building were the law offices of
Colby and Clfford. Across the entry
on the south side the front room on
Water street was occupied by  the
Merchants' HReading Room, usuoal-
Iy called News Room. Here along the
wiills were slanting shelves which held
files of newspapers, which were
strapped down with fron rods and fast-
eivgal with small brass padlocks. Thers
were fllea of The Mercury and of sav-
eral newspagsrs printed in Boston and
New York and files of newspapers
printed In Nantucket amd XNewport,
which latier were read for recent ship-
ping news.,  In the centre of the room
on o =stand was an open blank book
which might be dezignated as & marine
register. Whenever n ship came Into
port her arrival was entered In this
bock with the amount of her cargo of
oll and bone. There were full reports
of the vesselas she had spoken on whal-
ing erounds with on aecount of Ths
cvateh of ench und wlso vessels spoken
cn the pussage home When a vessel
zalled from the porl her departurs was
entered and also recent gales of oil and
bone, Later the news room was trans-
ferred to the wooden building opposite
the Custom House, on the corner of
Willlam and Hecond strests, where It
remglined untll the deradence of the
whaling industry rendered jits facilitios
unnecessary. In the rear of the news
rooim in the bank building was the edl-
torinl =anetum of The Mercury, which
was presided over by Benjuinin Limnd-
rey. Its editor and publisher. The third
=tory was occupied by the printung de-
partment of The Mercury. Filty-one
yvears aEo In the room which had been
veenpiod ns the Merchants’ News Hoom
1 began the practice of law. The table
wl which I workesl was placed between
the windows on Water sireel.  Heated
there 1 conld look down Cenlre street
and see the ships discharging thelr
cargees or laking on board thelr out-
fita. 1 could see. and also héar, coOp-
ers driving the hoops tightening the
large casks of oil preparatory to rolling
them to the upper end of the wharl
whers they were placed in tiers, bung
up, ready for the gauger to nscertaln
the exact quantity of oil in each caslk
und for the wester to  determine the
nuality of each, The tester might ap-
proprintely have beon called the taster,
us the quality of the oil was ascer-
iained by tasting. When a ship was
hove down at the dock I could see the
calkers driving the cakum into the
geams and could ses the ship carpenters
replacing the worn sheathing with new
and giving o the vessel n new sult of
vellow metal. Looking beyond, Crow
Isiand was In sight and further on was
Falrhaven, Boats and wvessels, largs



#nd #mall, were passing up and down
the river. Altogether it was a scena
af life and animation.

The time came when the Bank of
Commiérce, which was the contineation
end desienation of the Bedford Com-
merckl Bank, as a national bank, re-
quirea! larger accommodations for its
businesa. The building which T have
describad wars wrn down and § new and
much more elaborate building, the one
in which we mest tonight, constructed
upon this same spot. After lts com-
pletion I came back and took my placs
again at the windows looking down
Centre atreet and here 1 remained unti]
the exadias from Water sireet when the
lanks moved up the hill nnd found new
lweations on  Purchase and Pleasant
sireel. The lawyers, too, folded thels
tent= and silently followed the banks,
T was amang the last to leave and re-
gretted the change. It willl not be won-

dered that I feel at home here this
cvenirg,
Water stroet, between Unlon and

Willinm stroets. was for more than @
hundred yvears the Wall street or State
strest of Bédford Village, Om it wers
kwated the bhanks, the Bedford Com-
mercial, the Merchant=, and the Me-
chanics. In the rear of the Merchants
IBank. with its entrance on Hamilton
street, was the New Hedford Institutien
for Savings, founded in 1825 Over the
Havings Bank wuas the S2ocial Library,
an edocational factor of Importance in
ithe town. The holder of i certificate at
A cost of 1500 enjoyed nll the privileges
ol the library for himself and family.
The library was opehed on SBaturday
afternoons, I frequently wvisited it in
my hoyhood and nDever failed o find
there o vouth a few yvears older than
myself, Roberl C. Ingraham. He
geemed to live in the room of the
llhmrr. He actéed as a helper or as-
sistant and held a key which entitied
him to entrance at any time. Tt was
sald of him that he had read every
bl in the liorary. This may have
besn an exageeralion, as there woers
four thousand velumes, Hiz knowledge
af the contents of the library and
whare to find anyihing and everything
wanted was remarkabae,

Within this space on Water street
wera all of the Insurance Companies,
not only the Hedfond Commercial, bot
also the Mulual Marine, the Whaling,
the T'nion Mutual and the Pacific, all
of which insured marine risks only,

Om the street were the offices of all
the lawyers in the town, At the south-
weal corner of TTnion and Water, over
ithe auction room, was the law office of
John Burrage and on the oppoalte cor-
rer the office of Egra Bassell. At that
iime the lawyers went to their offices
in the evening for the better accommo-
dation of thelr clients, Adam Mackie,
ihe father of our Treasurer, then prin-
cipal of the Grove School, waszs a sta-

dent In Mr. Hassett's office and could
be found there cvery evening, Further
ilong on Waler strest was the office
of Joseph F, Dearborn and bevond that
the office of Clifford & Brigham, where
Iater might be found Joshuoa . Stone
and George Morston, not naming any
now living. On the opposiie side of the
oireet was the law office of J. H, W,
Page, afterwards occupled by Charles
T. Bonney, Across the stairwny was
the oflice of Timothy G. Coffin and fur-
ther on the office of Eliot & Kasson,
where afterwards for & time wers Hoh-
ert C. Plitman amd Alanson Borden.
Croszing Centre street was the law
office of Judge Oliver Prescott.

In the earliest doys of the whale fsh-
ery vezssls of small tonnage, sloops and
schooners, sailed out of the Acushnet
and cruised along the coast. After
cipluring a whale or two the whales
weré towed into the harbor. On the
shore of the river, In front of this build-
ing. before any wharf had been con-
structed at the foot of Ceéntre street,
there was plaged a large try pot, The
ubber was removed from the corcass
of the whale and rendered Into oll by
meang of this try pot. The scena has
been made the subject of a painting by
W!!._Ham A. Wall. It represents the
beginning of an Industry that haa
made New Bedford and Fairhaven
famous.

In this rambling and random talk I
have kept close to the spot which for
muny yearg was the financial and com-
mercial centre of New Bedford,

Mr, Crapo then mtroduced Mr. Elmores
P. Maszkinz, who read a moat Interest-
Ing paper om ““The Btory of Water
Street for 127 Years™

At the close of Mr, Haskins' address,
Fresident Crapo called the attentlon of
the members to the imperative neces-
sity for new quarters. saying that in
his opinion the continued eMciency and
even permanency of the Boclety was
dependent on more ample accommoda-
tions than it now possesses. In a faw
weeks it will be necessary to wacate
the premises which the Bociety has
cccupied for the past three vears. Ar,
Crapo sald he did not regret this, since
we had oulgrown the meagre and
cramped quarters In the Moasonic
Bullding and more spoce must be found
in which to move and treathe. The
members of the Old Dartmouth Hlstord-
el Bociety, he was sure, had enough
of local pride, of respect for ancestry
and sarnestnesa in the preservation of
the traditions and in keoping alive the
stories of the past to provide for it a
commodions, convenient and atiractive
home,

“And In this connection” continuad
Mr. Crapo, "I am privileged to atate
that a friend of the Bociety, n son of
old Dartmoyuth, hag expressed a willlng-
nesg o present to the SBociety, free of



cort, the premises where we have as-
sembled this evening, if in the juds-
ment of s membera these premises
are adapted to the uses of the Sociely,
This proffer s not made with any in-
tentlon or thought of forcing upon the
Bociety something it does not want and

which Its members would dislike to
accepl, If other gquarter® can be [ound
more advantagoous and attainable

within the means of the Society, the
non-ascceptance of the offer now made
will cause no embarrasament.”
President Crapo explained that wher-
ever wr found a new location the
change would invelve expenses In mov-
ing, and in the renovation and furnish-
ing of rooms, nnd also incrensed ex-
peiditures In conducling the Sociely,
The present Income would be insuffi-
cient to meet absolite requirements.
Contributions to a fund must be made
and he urged generous subscriptions.
The repart from the Committes on
Location wns then read, as follows:
Wm, W, Crapo, E=sq.,
President Old Dartmouth Historical
Hoclety, New Bedford Mass,
Dwear Sir:
The commities to whom was referred
the maiter of looking up a location for
the Old Durtmouth Historical Soclety

are prepared to make the following re-
port:
After consgidering all the buildings
which have been offered, we think that
the Bank of Commerce Building Is the
moet desirable and best fitted for the
wantda of Lthe Bociety, and we there-
fore, recommend to the Directors Lhe
Hank of Commerce HBullding. e
member of our committes, Mrs, Jireh
Bwift, Jr., I8 ab=ent In Europe, so0 we
will be unable to get her opinion,
Hespectfully submitted,

Abbott P. Bmith,

Annle Seabury Wood,

Wallon Rickelson,

George H. Tripp.

Ellis L. Howland,

Committee on Locatlon,

Mr. George H, Tripp moved the adop-
tion of the following resclution, which
after discussion, was adopted by a
unanimous vote:

Voted. That the members of the Od
Dartmouth Historical Soclety hereby
express their approval of the proposed
acquizition of the Bank Building on
Wuter strest, at the head of Centre
street, the same being in their opinion
admirahly adapted to the purposes of
the society.
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The Story of Water Street

By Elmore P. Haskins

“The town of Portsmouth In 1657, re-
duced the guantity of lami allotted to
each of its citimens. It furiher dis-
couraged the coming of new settlers,
by volting that nearly all the undivided
land ‘be a perpetuall comon to the
town for ever.' 8ix wears before, 1652,
thirty-six dwellers in the town of Ply-
mouth purchased nearly one hundred
nnd forty square miles of territory
whose northern boundary was not far
from this crowded district. A stream
of home makerz from the islamd of
Ehods Island and elsewhere settled on
this ‘goodly land.” The Pl th ™ol-
ony, by its persecution of thd Quakers,
enrlched this settlement with the names
of Allen, Wing, Kirby, and Gifford. Six
years later, in 1664, =0 numerous had
they become, that they were granted
the rights and privileges of & separale
township by the Court of Plymouth.

“We pass over a perbxd of nearly
one hundred vears, when on the westi
side of the Acushnet River, in 1760, a
little village was begun. We do not
know when the first litile vessel salled
down the river, past Palmer's Island,
out inte the Atlantic in search of
whales. Perhaps earlier than 1750, In
1760, tne business on both sides of the
river, of Aiting the little whalers, try-
ing out the oll from the cargoes of
blubber, was of considerable magni-
tude, It became a problem, whera to
house the mechanics, mariners, and
laborers, who in increasing mumbers,
aought employment on our shores, but
the real estute men of that day were
allve to the situation, REinathan EI-
dridge bought n six ncre troct, not in-
cluding the oll works and ware house
thereon. and named it Oxford. Noah
Allen purchased twenty acres farther
down (he river and called it Palrhaven.
These land developers knew the draw-
ing power of a suphonious name, Near
Noah Allen's purchnse nlso, there were
oll works and a astore house. Thesa
larga sections of land were divided into
house lots and offered for sale.

“To further develop his growing busi-
ness, and to meet the competition of
his friendly rivals, Joseph Russell aold
portlons of his farm near the river. It
was easy Lo nurchase land in Fair-
haven, anid that side of the river, per-
haps gave promise of greater prospér-
ity. In Derember, the month that Jo-
siph Rusaell sold his first plece of land,
Noah Allen delivered the deeds of sev-
en house lotz to future home makers:
two coopers, fwo mariners, TwWo yeosmen,
one laborer, and a cordwainer or shoe-
maker

“Hut thess rapid sales sealed the fu-

ture of the eastern bank. for, when, in
1765, Joseph Rotch desired to transfer
his whaling industry from Nantucket
te the mainland, he was unable to huy
sufficlent land in Fairhaven for his pur-
g, He bought the famous ten acre
tract in Bedford Village, and our future
Wis secure,

“Let us conelder a few dry facts re-
lating to the aceepiance of the differeat
parts of Water street. Before Joseph
Tuzzell zald hiz first house Jot “at the
foesk 0f my homes=tead farm,” there was
a path or way along the shore. It ran
cloge Lo the river al Commercial street,
wound over Prospect Hill, and to the
Eempton Ldine. In 1764 Willinm Mae-
ombe¢r purchased land on Joseph Rus-
eell’'s morthern boundary on the shore
with “the privilege of passing at any
time, and at all “tlmes In a drift or
bridle wny by gates and bars o ye
apen wiy.” The open way is the present
Union street. He boumd hls helrs amd
nzeigns 'to maintain a good cart sule
at ve said open way.

“About 1764, Joseph Russell prepared
a plan showlng both sldes of Main
Btreet with cross streelts well defined.
The plan ls lost, but Water Street from
School to Madison Streets i3 easily
traced by deeds. Through the efforts
of Joseph Holeh the connecting link
from Lowden's line, o few rods south
of TTnion Ztreet to School Street, was
made, This completed a continnowns
road for all the owners of the land in
the new settlement. In 1768, the town
of Dartmouth sccepted this road or
way, from the porchase of Joseph
Rotch, north of Tnion Sireet (o pre-
ent Madizon Street, and Water Street
first became a public highway., We
learn from an old map of Joseph Pick-
ens=, surveyor, that not until 1788, ten
yvears after the town was destroyed by
the British, Water Strest was extend-
el to Bridge or Middle Street. There
were serions difficalties at the south;
two rope walks barred the way. It
was opened from near Grifin Street to
the Cove in 1825, but five years elapsed
before the obstructions were removed
and the connecting link made. The
lina of the shore was far west of Waler
Street north of Middle Street.  Not un-
til 1840 was the extension made as far
an North Street,

“The opening of Water Street from
North to Hillman was the cause of the
most exciting meeting in the history of
the town, The record ie easily found,
but it may be of Interest to recall the
public spirit exhibited by the clitizens
of that day. Meetings were held twice
dally for three dars. At the close of



the sixth session there were thres hun-
dred amnd fifty-two men present. The
strest was acceptaed, and the town
voted to release SEamuel Rodman from
hiz bond of two thousand dollara for
damages pald to George Howland, his
apponent and co-owner in the land,
Fenring, however, thal his (ellow-
townsmen might misconstrue his action
in accepling thie release, prompted by
hia high sense of honor, he paid the
amount into the publlc treasury, The
bounds of Water Sirest have since re-
mained unchanged except the widening
of John Lowden's right of way from
U'nion Street south o School Street.
Water S8ireet i= ons hundred and thirty-
seven vears old. For one hundred and
thirty-geven yearz have the descend-
ante of the Pllgrims, and a host of men
from every lamd and cllme used this
street as a public highway. L&t us
glance at the surroundings where it be-
EUNI—

“Im 1765, flve houses, a blockmnker's
shop and the building=s of Willlam Mac-
wimber, cordwalner, were all that
marked “The Little Way," To the east,
near the present Center Street, was o
small strurlure covering a few try pots.
There were probably a few shops and
other building: connected with the in-
fant industry. This was Bedford Set-
tlement In 1765

“Thirteen years later, when the Red-
coats marched down King Strest to
take revenge on Hedford Village for
tha ravages of its privateers, they found
Water Street n Eive of induestry., a
store-house of trensure. It was lined
with dwellings, stores, and shops. One
of our historians, Daniel Ricket=on, fur-
nishes us with a list of sixteen houses
them on Water Street, of which ten
were standing in 1846 Many of the
twenily shops, including the distillery,
were there. Thess were the days of
pul-augers, goose-quill pens, aml hand-
made nalls; when paintere ground thielr
lend between two stones. We marvel
today at the amownt and gquality of the
work done in Lhose carly vears. Alen
felled the trees in the forest, made the
tonls, amd beilt the ships that weath-
ered the gales for half a century., They
bullt houses not only durable and
strong, but zome of whoze detalls are
reproduced today as models of beauty.
On the waler front they filled the land,
made the streete, dug the wells, and
tmilt the wharves,

“The morning of September 5th, 1778,
dawned on a Water Strest rich with
the results of enterprige and labors on
lnnd and sen for a decade. It closed
with many of Iis homes, its stores, ks
warehousea, lts ships. and even its
wharves in asheg. The value of the
woperty destroved was estimated at
half a million. Even Joseph HRussell,
g0 the record states, wag stripped of
nearly &ll his property, and Joseph

Rotch laft the villnge. In a few years
the war was over, the men of Bedford
Village, though broken In fortune, took
heart again, and Waler Sireet stirred
with new endemvor. From 1820 to 1557
were the years of our greatest financlal
wain®; from 1785 to 1812 were the con-
atructive years that made the latter
success a cortainty. In these yeurs, the
wharves we see today were located.
Bubstantinl buildings were buijlt that
were used for purposes connected with
the whaling until its decline, A glance
at the map of Ellcha Leonard, shows
the numes of the purchasers and dates
of the purchase of different parcels of
land from 1760 ta 1815, The greater por-
tion of the farm of Joseph Hussell, ex-
tending from a few rods north of Unlon
Atrest pearly to Madizson Btreel and
from County Htreet to the water, had
at thiz dale been conveyved, That por-
tlom of the Kempton farm east of
Foter 2itrest had alzo been sold 1o
house lot purchasers. The new owners
were in many Instances connected with
some branch of business on Water
Hireet, Hy this test, we are assured of
the prosperily on our money-gathering
thoroushfare Water street has auf-
fered in Lthree wars; destroyed in 1778,
prostrated In 1812, despoiled In 1SS
“The effects of the struggle of 1512
are described In Ellls'a History of Mew
Dedfonl. He writes: "Bedford Village
was In a4 ead condition when the sec-
amd war with Ensland was broughl (o

a cloge. The wheel= of industry had
long =ince ceassd to move, and the
fleets of vessels that had brought

wealth and prosperity had been driven
from the ocean; her shops and ship-
yards were closed; her wharves lined
with dismuasted vessels. The port was
closed] againat every enterprise hy the
close blockade of the enemy, and the
cltizens wandered about the strecis in
enforced idlenesz’ TPeace was at length
declared. Enthusisstic citizens coversd
the four corners with arches and bunt-
Ing. illuminated their homes with can-
dles pnd the light of good sperm ofl,
and even grecled the Corsicans with
the glad hand of common rejoicing.
Water street again fitted its ships, and
the long sllent anvila rang with the
sound of productive toll,

“Water street wae at first a plaee for
dwellings, The view from Prospect
Hill of the winding shore, the cedar
covered islands, the broadening bay,
and the bheauty of the farther shore,—
these made old Water street a residen-
tial thoroughfare that today has not an
equal, Joseph Holel chose for the site
of his first home the spol whers now
atande the builiing of Wood, Bright-
man & Co, Its charactér is Dow UN-
known.—Iit was destroyed in 1778

HTn 1789 and 1561, William Rotch pre-
aented to Willinm Rotch, Jr., and tfo
Brmuel Rodman each a strip of land



on the west comers of Willlam and
Water sireets. Fere they built their
dwellilngs. Life must have been full of
chesr in those two homes. The own-
ers were the respected lenders in ths
social and business affairs of the town
Thé Friends meeting looked ta them
for support and not in vain, One build-
Ing, the William Rotch house, with its
ol style front, can still be seem. It
is the Mariners' Home on Bethel stresl
The other is within the large building
on the old location. These we find in
part, but we prefer in Imagination to
see the spacious rooms, with furniture
now antigue, the blazing hearth, and
the kitchen with il= swinging cranes.
Erazilln Myrick. Benjamin Taber and
Elnathan S8ampson enjoved their pleas-
ant corner: on King and Water streets,
Here with nelghbor Lowden and neigh-
bor Ehepherd, they sathered to talk of
ithe catch of Rusaell's little fleet, the
Hannah, the Nancy, the Grevhound
amd the Polly. The htolstéerous crews
of later days were then unknown. The
foundations of the distllery were not
Lhen laid, but they eame full soon, and
the four corners changed from a gulet
pliace for children and for homes, o .
place of nolse and traffic.

“Z2oulth of Tnion was a long street, and
the lamd on both =ides had been divided
into houso ot Here, with the un-
broken ghore before them, the early re-
sidences were built. Here lived Whip-
ey, Bands Wing, and Leonard Jarvis,
cmployed by the nuthorities of Boston
to charter privateers amd watch the
Britirk fleet. Here lived the Howlands.,
Grinnells, Ajlens, and many more whose
numes are household words, 11 was =
charming neighborhood

“Here Willam Hussell, chairmaker,
built his home on the southeast corner
of Queen (Bchool) and Waler sireels.
An Inieresting anecdole iz told of him.
When the British threatened the vii-
luge, Willlam Russell took the works
from his tall clock snd hid them in a
distant wall. He returned In time 1o
aave his house, which had been fired
by soldiers. In later years, lts dwellers
moved further west. The taverns pal-
lronized by crews returning from long
sEuccesafu] voyaEes changed gquiel, resis
dential Water street. For simllar rea-
sons, the corners of Middle and Water
streets lost their reputation. We neesd
not rehearse the well known atory of
the Arks. TUnlike the ancient time, the
aroffers were within, the righteous
stood withoul. The buildings were of
1nile value, and the occupants are for-
gotten. The Arks were burned at dif-
ferent times, three years intervening
between the riots.  The same men who
in their wrath desiroyed the firet Ark,
joined n wvigilance cominittes to pre-
vent further outbreaks. The Incident
is valuahle as showing the spirit of the
citlzens of 1826 and 1829; they corrected
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their own abuses. They violated the
law; observing the efect, they rigidly
enforced fl. The list of 110 citizens who
formed this vigilance committes is in-
teresting; they were the representativae
men of the time. The organizatlon has
had a continuous existence and is now
known as the Protecting Soclery.

“We can hardly realize that ships
gtood high on thelr stocks and were
launehed from Water streel, Thes
‘Durimouth’ that left lts freight of tea
in front of Boston, was bulit near Haz-
ard's dock. Then, Hazard's dock was
almost Water street.

“The old '‘RHebecca’ of 1785, claimed Lo
heve been the Hret vessel ‘around the
Horn' in search of pil, was [sunched
from Watsr street at North strest. She
wWiE an enormouns vessel, 176 tone bur-
den, so the rumor ran. People came
from far and neir: from as far asg
Taunton and Bridgewater, to view the
maonster, George Claghorn was tha
hullder, who also built “Oid Ironsides.”
In his day the shore lins was half way
to Hecond street. After the lamd had
been filled and the wharves extended.
the large shipe were built on the river
bank, beyond the line of Water street,
Here at Maxfield street, the “Hillmans'
built thelr splendid clipper ships, un-
surpnsssd for beaunty and for speed.
At Tielleville, the “‘Stetsons” lnunched
the whale ships that filled the coiffers
of the merchantse of our strest, To
the mechanics of Water street, in larze
measure belongs the honor of the great
sucress of our former industry: to the
men who repaired the hull, enlked the
gem#, who et the rigglng. and bent
the sails. When ‘SBoule and Edwands'
or Samuel Dammon had finished their
work the owners felt secure, When
Benjamin Gage or James Drew or the
“Cannons' had calked the seams, let-
ters from distant ports read: “Our
pumps are seldom used.” The rigging
securely et by Curtls and Gammons
or Amos Baker defled the howline
blasts. They and many more—apar
muakers, joiners, blockmakers, ship-
emltha, whoee faultless anchor chains
snvidd many n versel from destruclion.
The Water street mechanics, masters
and men, by thelr honest work. muada
the long successul voyages a possi-
billty.

“Omly one of the many oll refineries
on thiz st=est now remning, that estab-
lished by George W. Baker, hefore 1850,
Tt iz mow operated by Willinm A, Rob-
inson & Co. Ons near Middle street
helped to make the fortune of the
founder of the ‘Bwain Free School”
These old etone buildings have hesn
used for many purpoees, Daxid A.
Znell established his mechanical bak-
ery in the oll refinery of Samuel Rod-
man. Mers was first introduced into
New England the device of a revolving



wheel within the ovenz, This bakery
wag i busy place during the Civil war,
Here, tons of army bread were packed
by the defl fingers of o small army of
boys and girle. ‘More boxes’ was the
vonstant cry. My brother was a sub-
contracior in  this department, The
writer was a sub-sub-contractor and
after school and Saturdays, filled knot
holes amnd pleced the ends.

“Om the north side of the bank bulld-
Ing, opposite the bFakery, was a unique
waterlng place, Water from springs
heneith the Custom house, led throueh
log=, fed the camnon  fountain. The
wells along and near Water strest werse
in constant use. ‘The old well beside
the house of Bamuel Rodman was
famous., Ancther In Bose Alley had a
reputation. An old preseription of o
popular medicine, on the books of a
neizhboring drugelst resds in part:
‘Aqua Rosa Pumpa.' We look for the
origin of the name of the alley, A
rose garden in the rear of the houss of
Benjamin Taber bordered the path:
its eolor and perfome pleansed the
dwellers of Water street, and they gave
the name Rose to the little lane, There
came a day when itse odor changed and
the change was great. Tt must have
amelled to heaven for our early his-
torian says he always went through it
on the run, A water boat supplied the
veszels in the stream, filled from a
pump near the corner of Water and
Hillman streets. The okl boatman
would pump for hours with the regu-
laFity of a machine On  summer
nights, the nelghbors heard hizs even
strake well into the morning hours.

“Among the financiera of Water street
was a peculinr choracter: Asa Dyer.
He followed a primeval industry—dlg-
ging clame. Hiz garb was more pecu-
liar than attractive, the patches were
legion. In the winter time numerous
layers of canvas covered his feet. As
the spring advanced a shedding pro-
cess begnn, His constnnl fear of thieves
led him to put his savings in pecullar
places. A loose board in the wall, or
floor, am old chair cushion served his
purpocse.  One of hig old straw hats was
accidentally destroyed; within the Hn-
ing was a roll of hills,.  In his cellar
was found old tin cans filled with war
scrip,. Even the Washington expert
could not detéermine its value; the rust
that doth ecorrupt had rolned his
treasre,

“At tha head of Water street. at Mid-
dle, lived General Lincoln, Next east
waz the home of Asa Bmith, postmaster
and farther west Jehaziel Jenney, the
Jokeér of hiz time. The two west cor-
ners were occupled by Bamuel Rod-
man, Jr., on the north, and Captain
FReuben Bwift on the south. Just
south of Swift's stoosd the old shop of
Anthony Richmond, the first copper-
smith in the town. His partner was
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Timothy Dyer, a fervent Methodist, He
it into the business the integrity born
of the sunrise mestings in the old "Blm
Btreet® loft. In this shop. FPrederic
Douglasa studied his book, while blow-
ing the bellows for his daily bread. In
the height of his fame, he came back
to the old place and chatted with his
fellow workman, Reuben Gardners.

“The cormer of Elm and Waler sireets
was always an attractive placre for
boys. Here in the old building, built
in 17%2 by Joreph Austin, were James
and Giles Fules. Honorable names
these in the little business world of
Water streel, Here they labored for
fifMty years, winning for themselves hon-
orable names by careful labor and fair
denling. Ome window displayed puns
and pistols: in the rounded window on
the corner. watches hung In tempting
rows, Omr resources were somewhat
Himited, The sale of old copper naila
from =ships® stagings amd certain pro-
fitable ventures in old ifron were mot
enough to buy & wateh, We could have
had a cheap one but for the ‘Fourth®,
For that day there wera fire-crackers,
amd powder to buy for g loud brass
annon, and at the apothecarles’, bha-
nanas &f tén cénls each, an indulgence
allowesd on the nation’s holiday, When
we ventured In to inquire the prices,
the Kindly courtesy that met the timid
customer won our lasting friendship,
Opposite was u carpenter’s shop, whoss
sign displaved a name found on the
proprietor’s record=—Manasseh Kemp-
ton. Farther south, at the foot of Muad-
laon street, was Dudley Davenport's
shop, the most prominent builder of
hia time, His shop, three stories high,
had a tower and clock. Beside the
benches, men made, one by one, the
idloors and sashes that machinery now
praoduces by the thousamd. Laler, &
few machines were introduced, driven
by steam.

“Ta prevent a recurrence of great loss
by fire, he used every precaution for
the protection of his property, n a
vonspleuous place he posted this sign:

‘Wo smoking in this Yard,
‘Except by John Pincard,

‘Im hi=z chlmney you may see
‘Emoke enough for you and me”
“Dasdley Davenport and Hobert Chase

were rivdl carpenters. Ench buill one-
half of the bank bullding at the foot
of Willlam strest. The shafts of the
columns were to be made according to
the rulea of the ordeér, #0 the specifica-
tions ran. The dimensions al Lthe base
and top were given. The diameter of
the columns half way between Lhe base
and the capital was the uncertain
gquantity, How much sghould they
awell? The huilders conld not agree.
Looking at the corner columns in
each group of ffour, the varying
theoriea of the builders atill appear,



Major Warren of Providence, the archi-
tect, decided that the oolumns at the

. bullt by Hobert Chase wera
right, It was in thelr day (in 1840) that
Water street went on A sirike.

“The working day was from sun {0
sun. The wages were the same for the
long day in Juns and for the shortest
day in December. The mechanlcs de-
sired that ten hours should constitute
a day's work. The Introduction of ma-
chinery and the increasing number of
skilled workmen permitied a reduction
of honrs.

“For three weeks Water streel was
sllent, for the oppoesilion AmMONE em-
ployers was very great. An open air
meeting was held, at which George
Howlamd was the chief spokesman.
Mounting & barrel he declared that he
woiild be the last man to submit to
demanids =0 unrezsonable. Another
spealker sald the men ought to be
ashamed to be seen going home In the
middle of the afterpoon, The men
thonght differently. More likeral coun-
uels prevalled and the strike was end-
wd.

“There have been many changes in
Water strest north of Middie street.
1t was more than half & century after
George Claghorn built the ‘Rebecon
that the shore line was straightened
and our street grew in length to HIill-
man street. In his day, the line of
the shore was half way to Second
street. A little Inlet to the spar yand
of Willlam Beetle and his  =on, Bo-
tolphug, was covered by a bridge on the
Eizhwny. It was & Street {00 coopér
amid blacksmith shops, spar vands, and
rigeing lofts. The only chandiery store
was that of Rodney Prench and Charles
. Burt at Hillman stresl. The tide
ebbed and flowed under the building
keeping ships’ knees free [rom worms.
At the head of Woter street stood Fod-
man's eotton mill: later the building
was used for a flour mill

“A fire that swept the section be-
iween North anid Mildle strésts was
one of the most destructive in our his-
tory. A ship, twenty buijldings. and
30 barrel of oll were burned. Men
with big brush brooms, in scorching
heat and blindlng smoke, beat out the
burning embers, and saved 4,000 bar-
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rels of ol The nssd of Insurance was
never more clearly shown, Ellis's His-
tory =tates that the lass was oOver a
quarter of o million, while the insur-
anceé was lesg than $706. Oil flowed in
tha strests and over the wharves Into
the docks, 1t neaded but A slender out-
fit to catch oil that day; a depression
in the atreet, a dipper, and an empiy
barrel. The lumber yard and planing
mill of Willlam Wilcox and hig succes-
gors wns n centre of the wood work-
ing Indusiry. From about 1370 to 18i5
was the perlod of its greatest nctivity.
The old postmaster and General Lin-
coln would be amazed at the Water
gtreet of today. The site of their for-
mer home= iz now ‘Bridge square’ The
best Hlustration of the changes from the
whaling Industry to cotton is shown in
the morth part of Water street. The
lnst whaler built on the water front
wag launched from Howland's wharl,
Here for fifty years vessels were 0L
ted and great cargees of oll were
landeil. Today it i= covered with coal
for cotton mills. On the square where
the ofl was saved, and fortunes were
made in whallng, stands a yarn mill
The =tory of the ‘four corners’ has of-
ten been told. Descriptions of the
sqiare between Willlam and  Undon
streets with Its stores, Its banks, and
jlz= famons lawyers are famillar read-
ing, South Water street has been neg-
lerted. It had Its ship yard in John
Lowden's day. It haz Its foundries, its
machine shops, Its gas plant, and many
more. Samuel Leonard, one of the
greatest ofl refiners of his time, would
hardly find the old salt works at the
Cove, nor in the great clubhouse dis-
cover his former home Shunning the
‘broomstick train® and walking through
the street now lined with blocks and
stores, he wonld marvel at the foreign
zightz and sounds, We have only out-
lined in this paper the story of Waler
street.  'The changes have been many.
The buildings will pass away. But tho
legacy that iz ours, is the knowledge
of the noble deeds performed by an
army of =elf-made men, who were loyal,
earnest, and scornful of ease, Their
story is the story of Witler strest.”
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Description of Map

In the presentation of the foregoing
maper reference was made 1o the origl-
nal layouts of New Bedford, which are
delinented on the plan inserted in this
umphlet.

Thesa farms were surveyed by Ben-
Jamin Crane about 1711, but were prob-
ubly set off about 1890 and soon after
occupled. The Wards never resided in
Dartmouth: thelr farms were left in
charge of managers. The one at the
head of the Acushnel river was occu-
pied by Anron Savery, and the Cove
farm by Isaac Sherman.

The farm at Acushnet descended to
Margarel Wrightington, daughter of
Thomas Ward, and in 1741 was divided
between her children, some of whom

occupled their land, but a majority
conveyed to Dr. Ebenezer Perry and
Jireh 2wift. The Tarkiln Hill road was

substantially the northern boundary,
the southern boundary is the line of
Bates avenue.

MNext south B the John Hathaway
homestead. which extended to a lins
about one hundred feet north of Phillps
AVene The Nash rood extended
through the centre of this furm. In the
narth half, on the water fromt, was
Belleville, west of the avenus was the
Nash furm. The south guarter was
known for many years as the Peter
Butler farm.

The farm of Stephen Péeckham éx-
tended southerly to a line one hundred
and twenty feet south of Cedar Grove
sirect. Im his will he devised a sirip
acroee the west end. comprising one
hundred acres, orf a quarter of the en-
tire furm, o his son John, This region
lies on Mt. Pleasant and toe the west-
ward, and includes the “Peckham West
Cemetery” and the homestead of David
A Bnell. The remainder of the farm
between Mt Pleasant and the river was
devised by Stepheén Peckham: The
narth third te his son Stephen, which
afterward became the Timothy G. Coffin
farm. The middle third later became
known as the Tallman farm, and the
pouth third for many vears was owned
by John wnd Hayden Coggahall.

The Samuel Jenney truct passed into
the psaaession of Stephen West, Jr.,
and to his son Samuel, whose descend-
anir In 1825 to 1829 conveyed the same
to Henjamin HRodman, The Jenney
sonith Hne was the line of Durfee strest
and about thirty rods morth of Linden
sirecl. The Wamsutta mills owns the
southeast corner of the Eamuel Jenney
lanid and the adjoining section of the
Benjamin Allen tract.

The =outh line of the 2ath !—‘npe tract
iz one hundred feet north of 8ycamore
gtreet, and la the south line of the
Buckminster property on Purchase
street. The entire Ssth Pope tract and

much of the Allen farm that lay south
of the Jenney homestead was pur-
chased In 1712 to 1720 by Colonel Samuel

Wiz, Tt extended west o RHockdals
A Venus,
The Manasseh Kempton recltangle,

comprising four hundred and fifey
acres, was bounded on the weat by
Rockdole avenue, and extemled south-
erly to a line one hindred feet south of
B2pring streel. This tract was trans-
ferred in some way by the first Manas-
gehl Kempton to hig nephew of the
sarme name, the lntier being by occu-
pirtion o gunsmith and a resident of
Enst Hampton, Long Island, In 1732
the gunsmith tranferred this tract to a
kindsmar, possibly a nephew, noamed
Ephriham Kempton, who was the first
Kemplon occupant of the farm. He
maved from Plymouth abont 1737, The
souih thind of the farm, conlajning one
hundred and fifty acres, was trans-
ferred Inm 1738 1o Bamuel Kempton,
brother of Ephribam, in 1744, to Col-
omel Samuel Willis, and in 1746 to Jo-
s=eph Hussell, Jr.

The north Hne of this purchase wis
ninely-nine feet scoth of Elm street.
It was im the east end of this purchase
that the next Joseph Russell developed
Bedford Village. Tnion street extended
through the middie portlon of (his pur-
chase, amd Wialer sireel wis ol
along the river front. Joseph Ruseell,
Jr'z, farm extended southerly to a line
which is the south line of the Filth
street grammar school lot and Mor-
gan's lane.

Joseph Russell conveysd numersis
lats east of County street., and at his
denth In 1808 the vpsolil portlon de-
scended, the north part to his son
Abraham and the south part to his son
GGllbert RHusseill,

The south line of the Benjamin Allen
fiarm was the llne of Sherman street,
and followed the general course of @
brook that was the outlet of the mill
pond on the site of the present Sher-
man atreet ward room. It passed to
Franci=s Allen, son of Bénjamin, aml
from him to his =son, James Allen.
Francigs and Jamses conveyed the por-
tions east of County streel, which con-
tain the two old cemeteries. The public
one on Second  sireel has besn  pres
servied; the Friends' burial groumd, easl
of Water street. was discontinued after
the purchase of their new location on
Dartmouth sireet. It is now a portion
of the lumber vard of Greene & Wood,
The remainder, through the centre of
which ran the farm road now called Al-
len sireet, passed to the descendants of
James, incloding Allens aml ‘Tripps.
The farm of Joseph Russell, Sr., ex-
tended to a line one hundred and twen-
iy feet north of 'I"rmmps.on Bireel on



County street, and passed to hi= son,
Joseph Russell, Jr., thence to Caleh
Ruagell, 8r., and finally the part north
of SBouth street to Beth HRussell, the
south portion (o Caleb Russell, Jr.
The south line of the Ward farm at
Countly street was half way between
Katherine and Indeperodent streets.
The easxt part, extending from the river
te Dartmouth street, was transferred
before 1504 to John, James and Corneli-
us Howland. The south portlon was
purchased by the Howland mill. The
farm descended from Thomas Ward o
hiz son, Governor Richard Ward, of
Rhode Island. It was divided among
his descemdanis in 1785, one of whom
wag named Bliss, from whom HBliss
Corner takes jis name.

The west line of the Benjamin Allen
farm i# the line of Crapo street. This
Benjamin Allen was also the owner of
the farm on each side of Allen street.
and the tract between B2eth Pope and
Eamuel Jenney.
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The Clarks Polnt divisions, except-
ing the two set off to Abraham John
and Henry Tucker, Manasseh Kempton
and Jozeph Huseell, came inta the pos-
=agrion of Benjamin Allen and his son
Benjamin,

Wondlawn park is in the portion set
off to A. and J, Tucker.

The north part of the Joseph Russell
forty acre tract became the Ashley
farm. The watering place in the north-
wist cormer of the Kempton lot was a
public reservailon to give access to the
only BI;HI::-.E of freuhlih water on the
point. Tt ng public property the ity
of New Bedford has used the location
for a powder house, and later for the
Brock avenus schoolhownse

The J. and J. Allen tract and the
Innd exlending west to the Cove is the
location of the present poor farm.

The plan and these notes were fur-
nighéd by Mr. Henry B. Worth.



