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The thind annuwal mecting of the Old
Dririmouth Historical society was held

Vica presidents—George H. Tripp,
in the hzll adjoining the rooms of the

Henry B. Waorth.

Becretary—Elizabeth Watson,
socieiy on Murch 36 1008, the president Trezsurer—William A, Mackie,
preslding. Officers were clected as fol- Directors for throe yvears—Henry L
lows: Bogers, Mrs. Clement Nye Swilt, Ellis
President—William W, Crapo, L. Howland.



Report of Directors

By Elizabeth Wartson, Secretary

The directors of the Old Dartmonth
Historical =ociety present thelr third
annunl report. This society 15 no long-
er pn experiment, it s a responsibillty.
The titne has passed when we couid
quigtly drop out of cxistence, unnoticed
and unknown. We now have a recog-
nized place among the historical so-
cletles of the country, as is evidenced
by the many communications which are
received from different marts of the
United Stutes. The last was from Ore-
gon, usking for information concerning
the landing «f Gosnold, ond for photo-
graphs of the iand of Cuttyhunk.
Through the publication and phoeto-
praph pections we are able to satisfac-
torily comply with the requesi

Our importanee and resources  are
often overrated, and it ix with regret
that we are obliged to ncknowledge our
ignorance of varisus long 080 anees-
tore, whoso descendanta write to us In
the belief that owr historical researches
have resulted in complete genealogies of
all the 01d Dartmowth families. But
such experiences gshow us how large 'a
ficld for usefulness is open to us, and
how much historical work is appre-
clated,

The details of the work of the va-
rious sections will he farnished by their
respective chalvimen and only matters
relating te the socioty as a whole are
hers noted,

The education section has been une
fblz to veport any work thus far. Mot
for Iack of interest, bul becanse its
plans for lectures and various instruce-
tive mestingz would require an audi-
anceé hall, and our lUmited income has
not permitied 1he necessary  expense.
Another yvear thiz section hopes to add
to the interest and attractions of the
a0ciely,

In thiz conpection we wigh o thank
Mr., Charles F. Wing for the free
use of this room for severnl meetlngs,
and alse for many other Kindnesses re-
ceived,

Since the organization of the gociely
776 membership tlekets have beon js-
zued, Incinding 17 life members. Of
this number 40 have dled, 55 have re-
signed and 24 have beon dropped for
non-payment of dowes. We have at the
pregenl ddate 631 members In good and
regulnr stunding, while sixteen are still
hopeful possibilities, a= it 158 not vet
ton lale for them to atone for their
neglect or forgeifulness in the matter
of this vear's subscriptions. Several
members have pafd their dues in ad-
vince far nexl ¥Year:; o pleasing pre-
cedent which others may llke to fol-
low,

The last vear haz {aken from wva by
death many valued members, wmong
thern Captain Thomas B, Rodman, se-
nlor vice president of the sociery. We
mizs hia cheerful help and wise coun-
gel, ami deeply apprecizte his unswerv-
img Adelity to all trusts reposed in him.
From the foundation of the society,
he was one of Ita strongest and troest
Triends,

With Jdeep regret we note the other
names which dedalh has stricken from
our roll slnee the last annual mectins:

Genrge P Bartletr.

Gilber: Nelson Collins, a 1ife member.
Edward Taber Covell ;
I, Louisa Seabury Church.
William Carruthoers.

Martin Luther Eldredze,
George Samuel Fox,
Frederick Grinnell. a life member,
Charles B. Hillman,
Sylvanus T, Hawes.
Samuel Ivers.

Gilbert Dean Kingman.
Eethuel Pennimamn.
Nathan Dodge Phinnes.
Willlam Fearing Potter.

A, Martin Peirce.

Guorze R, Heed,

Jlreh Bwift,

Kite Sweet.

Walter Spooner Thormton,
Sarah Jane Taber,

Isnac Brownell Tompking.

The anciety has held quarterly meer-
Ings throughout the ¥ear, The mesling
in June was at Smith Mille, where wa
wereg hospitably  enterinined in the
Christian Endeavor Home. Thix mset-
ing i= memorable as being the only one
where not only intellectunl, but also
liguid refreshments, were furnighed by
Lhe commitiee. The papers were read
by Dr. Edward T. Tucker on “Hislori-
can Aszsaciations in North Dartmouth,”
and by Job & Gidley on “Historieal
Glimpses of 0ld Dartmouth Schools. ™

By the conrtesy of the New Bedford
Yacht elub, the September meeting was
held in the club house at South Dart-
mouth, when a paper was read Iy Mr=,
Amna H, Swift on “A Day in Dari-
mouth, England.”” Previous to the
meating a clambake was served in YLa-
ban's Folly."” when over 20 people were
seated al the tables.

The December meeting took place in
ihe hall adieining the rooms of the so-
clety. Mrs, Mary Jane Howland Taber
read o poper on “Friends, Here and
Hereaway, Continued." Al this meet-
ing the soclety lormally adopted the
=eal, deslgned and presented by Clem-
Ent MNye Swift.



In additlon te the regular meetings,
the soclery joined with the (14 Zouth
Historical soctety of Boston in its an-
nual pilgrimage on June 22, 1905, This
incloded a visit to the Old Dartmouth
Historical socilety rooms, where on ad-
dress of weleome wos made by the
president and refreshments were zorved
by the museum oommittes: a trip to
Fort Phoenix, with an al fresco lunch-
€an; an_ inspection of the Fairhaven
publle  buildings: a meeting in the
Town hall; and finally an exeursion
dowmn the bay.

Our zocicly was represented by lis
president who took part in the exer-
¢ises at the dedication of the Fearing
memarlal at Fairhiawven, on July 29,
1505,

We mratefully acknowledge the ace-
tion of the members of the New Bed-
ford Lvceum In voting to give to the
Old Dartmouth Historical soclety the
accumulated interest for two yvears on
the fund of the Lyceum.

The review of the past year shows
much progresa, much interest and o
sure and steady growith. The wide-
spreading influence of the soclety can-
not be doubted. For many yvears the
wish foar an historical society ho= been
universl pmoeng our people, Now that
such an organizatlon iz fairly and cred-
itably establishesd we feel that we have
the right to hope for and expect sup=
port and encouragement from the citi-
zéns of Old Dartmouath,

Report of the Treasurer

Lloyd 5. Swain, Treasurer

Ztatement of the condition of the Old
Davimowth FI!slurl'ml society for year
ending March 356,

Ealance on h.l.rlli '.‘-'[:chh iTth,
100G, ]
Receipts,
.'l-"rum Aues, Z B
'[f:m!:. cluh, 2 M
by Instit.ttﬁq.n for Bav-
ing=x {intercsth, 28 0
= H. B L}'cehm {in-
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* sale of E’Lm]‘-hle:E. 6.

*  sale of buoitons, 24
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. mloas, 1514
Total. —-  1,043EE
: 1, 305.02
Expenditures.
Historlepl rosearch saction—

Gaylord Bros, £, W. H.

Colling & Co,, 5, 0
P‘]'m!ll:lﬂ':l]'lh wartion—

W. H. Colllns & Ca.. 240
FPuhliextion pecount—

E. Anthony & Sons, 1]
Exprnes account—

Mi=s= Elizabeth Watson

(enlary). L]
W. A, Wing (salary), T
C. F. Wing {remt and

chairal. 114.12

Mercury Pub. Co., e B )

N, B. Gaa Co. | po

FPoetsge, 5280, sundey

Esill=, 350050, TEED

— G1TE)
Mussum aceount-—

George F. Winslow, i )

Buttons, 31063, Standish

Pm:rm:'i‘éi& . Sh 18

2 ne. er-

man & o §10, 15.00
Sundry bills, =.15

]

Total, 300308

Cash on hond, R35.74

i1,500.02

Presldent Wllllam W. Crapo. In com-
ment upon an ltem Iin the treasurer's
report, of #3012 received from the
New  Bedford Lyeecum, stated that
al 1 Tk inns af the Layeanm
last summer, Captaln Thomas R, Hod-
man and himself, perhaps the senior

members of the organizatlon, wrged
that the  Lyceum bhad oullived
L PUrpeEe of its Incorpori=
tiom and had beesn dormant for many
years, and the Oid Dartmouth socioty
wiag the logical heir wo lts fund, which
would be of great assistance in the
E-Eﬁrr:r‘lng ot of the work of the so-
clety.

Tha suggestion was mvorably re-
celved and cordially approved by the
othér members, and a vote was pasged
1o pay over to the Old Darctmoulh so-
clety the income of two years from the
fund, Steps were also taken for the
transter ot ithe fumd to that socicty,
and for thiz purgose a committes, con-
alztingg of the president, F. A, MIilli-
ke, Thomsas . HRodman and  Mr.
Crapo, waz appointed. The committes
thought it wise that the trangaetion
should have the approval of the =u-
preme conrt of the commonwealth. The
duty of presenting the necesgary slale-
ments in regard to the two socicties
and the restrictions which shonld ac-
company the {ransfer has besn  as-
zigmed to Mr. Milliken, representing the
Lyceum, and Charles W. Clifford, rep-
resenting the Old Dartmouth sociegy,

In spite of many unavoidable delays,
Mr. Crapo =zald, the work 18 well un-
der way, and the soclety may hope
for o favorable concluaion within a
short time. The amount of the fund
iz in the neighborhood of 25000,



Report of the Historical Research Section
By Henry B. Worth

The results accomplished by this sec-
tion during the past vear have been
chiefly in two direcilens. A considera-
ble number of documents and papers
have been contributed, of which por-
ticular moention should be mode of thoze
relating to the war of 1812, donated by
Mrs. J. H. Page. Larege gerap-books
have been provided, and all the docu-
meRty in the custody of the gociely will
be monnted therein asz fast ns possible

Much interest has been awakensd in
the study of old houses through the as-
gigtinee of the New Boedford Publie Li-
brary, amd the Mercury. At considera-
ble expense, the lbrary procured =
large collection of phologruphs of an-
cient houses located In Ol Darimouth,
mounled them fn a =aitable book, and
added much historical material In re-
lation to land titles, and the whaole has
been fully indeXed, and will be of grear
imrortance o future investigators, It
wag guegested that the contents of this
book might be printed, buc the cost of
such A work would probahly not be met
by the return from stles. The collec-
tion came to the attentlom arf the
editor of the Mercury, who dizcoveread
Lthat the same could be u=ed to advan-
taze In the columns of the newspaper,
and arrengements were made to print
the picture and hiztory of one houwse
each Zatunday morning This  was
commenced the frat of last July, and
has been continucd sinee that date,
and severnl desirable reanlts have been
atlained. Im ithe first place, the en-
graved plates of the pictures have been
made, and are avallable for future nse
on terms that wounld not have been pos-
zible IT the affair had been left to pri-
vate enterprise. The noles aecompany-
ing the pictures can be reprinted with-
Ut Ereal cost whenever thought mscos-
#ary. Then the public has become ln-
terested in reading these artelez, and
it has given an opportunity Lo preserve
material by pasting clippings in acrap-
boaks, and many are keeping such col-
lections

One of the gerap-books of thia socic-
iy contains all of the historical articles
published in the Mércury, and The
Standard, together with compilations
on other subjects. When Lthese have
been indexed they will be available in
the preparvation of family hiatorlez and
Eenealogios,

The territory of the original town of
Dartmauth is now divided Into five mu-
nicipalitiea, one city and four towns.
These have concerned historical writ-
ers in varving degrees. New Bodford,
although the latest scction to be set-
tlead, haz hoad two histories and been

the subject of numerous speclal arti-
cles and pamphlets. During the 0OId
Home Week, the commiltes prepared
an sttractive work on certaln historical
phases of Fairhaven, but no complete
history of the four wwns has ever bhesn
written. Capilain Franklin Howlaml
has devoled considerable time in the
reparation of a history of Acushnet,
which s now nearly finished. Although
the charter of thls town was granted in
1564, »et the locality was seitled in the
carly ¥ears that witnessed the arrival
of the English.

It would he a zource of gratification
if o simllar history of Fairhavesn could
be underiaken. Here the firsi seitlers
of the town located their bormne=, andd
here the histaory of 0ld Dartmoath be-
gan, They loved the ways of the Pil-
frim church, and clung tenzaclously o
Itz tenchings in the years when the in-
habitante were laresely Quukers. Who-
¢ver studles the history of the early
times cannoet il o discover that the
peculinr hecling berween the communi=-
es on lhe east amf west side of the
Arcushnet were nol duc to the eventa of
the war of 1512, but originaied over a
cantury beforc. when the 168 famlilies,
under the leadership. of Captain Seth
Fape. struggled with the powerful and
agmressive  majority of  townspeople
that belonged (o the Soclety of Friends,

Here i= n field which no student has
Imvestizoted, and one full of the mos:t
engrossing interest: The history of
Falrhaven on land and sea iz a subject

that will repny the attention of any
student,
Both  Dartmowth and Westporc

should be reated in the =same way;
thelr hlatory supplements that of Fair-
hzven. These controversies over reliz-
iom and church in the towns of the col-
mies furnish most fazcinpting subject
far study. The conflict between the
Filgrims and Quokers in ancient Dart-
mouth, where tha latter were Inrgely in
the majority, was pot parallelled in any
other locality in New England, When
Captain Pope and his loyal band of
Preabyterinns were unable to cope with
the Bociety of Friends, he secured o
powerful ally in the Puritan setablish-
ment of the Provinece of Mazsachusetts,
amd all the forces of law and court
were pressed home vigorously upon the
Dartmonth  Quakers. The principal
charge againat them was thelr refusal
1o pay taxes o maintain the Prezby-
terian meeting-house and  minister,
Four officinls spent months in the Bris-
tul prizon rather than ober the man-
gate from Bogton, Finally the imperia]
decree of the Erglish crown setiled the
question in favor of the Dartmouth



Friends, Whoever writes the early his-
tory of thezé towns will find some of
he most uhigus and suirring evenis af
colonial daye.
A generatlon
of preparing a

ar more ago the labor
wwn history was an
appalling task: the writer was oblized
e colleet his material nod only in regs
Iztertes cquipped with poorly prepared
indexes, but  in elgsets and garrets
wherever he might reach unknown angd
forgotten hooks and  documentas, Tt
niturs|ly resulted that many avriters
relled upon loeal tradition rather than
pracure  their facts  from  original
Eolireed.  This diMiculty has now been
Iargely removed; the records of many
registerice have been prinwed. and ail
hive heen carefully indexed: libraries
have hecome ANCImMentary 1niseums.,
most Hbrarians are siudenis of hiatory,
and are on the alert in eollecting and
proserving valuable material, When-
ever the town has a building that iz a
safe repo=ilory, people are refdy to do-
nate documents, books and pletures, In
ihi=z sectfon there arve three fire= proor
bulldings. each of which containg fm-
portant  collectlons more or less ex-
nsive. In the New BHedford Hhrary
alone there are 225 log-books. The ef-
fect of this preliminary  collection in

other places 12 apparent in the town
histories recently puhblished: that of
Ip=wich. printed within 2 few months,
may be citad az 4 tyvpe of the most
ithorough and complete ever compi]ed,
Having the work of collecting material
wholly  ar  largely accomplizhed, the
writur may zive hiz ateentiom to  ex-
aminatlon and arrangement.

The day when the Gosnold mopus
ment waa dedicated, Rev, Dr. Griffis
stated; “If T am correct In the opinion
that the great events of the world for
the next five hundred yeara will oceur
on the Pacitic, the Key to that history
must ba found in the reconds of the
Amorican made whaleghips,"

When Commodore Perry  was pre-
paring for hiz expedition to Japan, he
comziderad it necessary o visit New
Bedford Lo consult some shipmastoers
whoe had learned by observation and
experience the dangers of the coast of
castern Asin,

In those guiet and unpretentinus
homes that look out upon the four riv-
ers of Dartmouth bave lived men sho
I sea and shore were bright exnmplses
0of bravery, Integrity and fortionde.
Their explolts ought to be described
and preserved in the annals of thess
Liverns,

Report of the Museum Section

By Annie Seabury Wood, Secretary of the Section

To the Members of the Old Dartmouth
Historical Society:

The third annual report of the mu-
seum aection 2 not =0 much a record
of work nccomplished. a= an appeal for
the future. Wea have done what Wiis
ecessary (o be done in the past year,
but we certoinly bave not done all we
might.

Many valuable and intereating arti-
cleés have been sent Lo us, and we have
arranged and caved for them as well
nE onr space would permit.

Our Saturday afternoon teas have
been held regularly, and have Leen fatr-
I¥ well patronized. We have met bur
few times, for there seemed to be
nathing to meet for. Things have Lo
oit gmecthly, and no one has cared to
dizturb the serenfty of our present ex-
istenes. Bo far, so zood. [n this seren-
ity, however, there i 8 danger—s dan-
Zer of Indifference and of cessation of
effort. We need to go to work: we
eed to expand: we need to fep] g 1MOre
vital interest In our work: we nesl th
fdevote more time and thought and omne
ergy to It and to =ive to it more of
our prized posseoeions,

Wea hope. and we have some little
righl to expect, that the coming year

will goe nz In o different home, The
fact that we have oulurown oir pres-
FNL guariers speaks for 1tzelf, We nead
a4 bulldivg of many rooms, wheprs our
exhibits may be clossifiod properly and
arranged attcpctively. We need a
building owtside the fire districe stand-
Mg by Itself. to which beautiful and
viluable articles mav  be  entrnsted
without fear on the part of donors or
TWners of detrlment 1o them or of losa,
W need money—money to  purchase
articles that properly belong o New
Bedford—articles which are poing
wway from nere and which CIM MeEVer
be replaced, We peed maoney to work
with in every way,

1 appeal ™ members of the com-
munity to beeome members of the so-
ciety, and T nppeal fa evary membaer
of tha sacicty for active help, Help us
with your sympathy, vour Interest.
Your possessions, Your money.

When the old Easl Indian soelety of
Zalem was founded, toward the omid of
the 15th century, it was the dury amnd
the privilege of the ship masters @and
the morchants wha wern iis members,
1o bring home from every voyage somes
thing of interest and of value to thelp
muzenm. Thal same [ovalty to the



objectz of the aocisty, conlinuous from
the heginning, has made the Peabody
institute, into which the East lmndian
soclety was merged, one of the most in-
teresting museums of its Kind in the
country., 1 wish every one of our mem-
herz might make a vislt to Salem and
see the portraits of the old Balem ships.
the admirably arranged and classified
ethnoolozical exhiblt, and come haome in-
splred with o like zeal and enthusiasm,
and a resolution Lo make our New Bed-
ford mussum one, Lo, of which this
generation and suoecceding generations
would be proud.

It is surely worth our while to work
for this, for “Whatever of sirange, gro-
tezque and curlous past generations
huve oollected in their wanderings by
sea and land finds lodgment here, Tt 1s
a home of hall-forgotten histories, of
valorous deads grown dim through the
Inpse of vears—a harbor of refuge for
derelict pods, derelict weapons, dere-
Het volnmes, develict insoruments which

once discoursed sweet enough  muale.
but the fashiom of which has now
pssed away, A llesting procession of
mmdividual Jives has ministered to its
furnishings. How much vigorous en-
deavaring now over and done with,
pever Lo be recalled, bas gone to supply
the furnishing of this room! After a1
is mot the most any human creaturs
dare hope for, the more or less dusty
corner of =ome mussum shelf at last—
{he pission of the heart testifled to by
aome  battermd trinket, the sweatr of
the briin by some magesl-03081 mMAnu-
geript, the agoeny of death by some
round skot turmed up by the plough-
share?  And how shall any one  dare
complain of this zince empirea before
now have only been =aved from obliv-
lom by a few buricd potsherds, and
whole races of mankind by childizh
picture seratchings on a reindeer bome?

A musgecum ig the individual, his arts,
his posseasions, his religion, his eivili-
Zationt™

Report of the Photograph Section

By William A. Wing, Chairman

The photograph section of the Old
Tartmonth  Historical sociely (estab-
lished by vole at the laat annual meat-
Ing) has boen trying o tell the story
of Ol Dartmouth with o camera, which
has proved an efficlent help.

We are already the posses=ors of
agvernl hundred phoetographs of @ rel-
erence to Ol Dartmouth's history—and
=geh subfecis as:—

Early =ites, ancient houses, old
whalers, handy =ea capiains, [urmer
induatries, present localities in the old
dayz and forsign views where they
have eonnection with our mother town-
=hip.

2ome cheice gifts are old wharf
seemes taken by the famouns artist, the
Tate Willlam Bradford, and also & num-
ber of photographs taken by the artist,
Bieratadi. also New Bedford-born. and
zhowing many views of the old fown
nearly Mty Yenrs ago.

This section naturally takes great
intersat in collecting photographz of the
old =ea captains who “hailed” from this
port. There has hesn 4 Eenerous ro-
aponse, bul many are needed (0 make
our collection complete. One very In-
teresting donation = the photograph
of Capiain Mellen, murdersd in the mu-
tiny of the =ship Junior, whase iragic
vovage Is o far more thrilling sea tale
than many in fietion.

The card svstem is used in cata-
loguing our photographs,

To those who are inierested in
climbing the family tree, this photo-
graphic section is of apecial value, Ior
in many Ofd Durtmouth famillea wa
can show ploctures of the place in Old
England whenes the family came, amnd
what is nearer btoe 0%, phnmxrauhs of
anceAtral homes in Old Dartmouth,
Mazzachusette—quaint shinged [[@Erm-
honges, of the lean-to gambrel and
Dhutch-eap typee:, Then wea have views
of some of their rooms, with the huge
fireplaces, and atiractive old panelinz,
and of such household gods ax the tall
cloels, old ching, guaint mirrors, the
varioms tables and desks with secret
drawera,

Then there are pletures of the old
Friends’ mecting-howse, where fhose
of the early faith worshiped, and the
quict God's acre, where they Il at
re=t; photographs  of old-time mar-
riage certificates, signed by many an
farly worthy of 0Old Dartrmouth,

There are the old grist mills, some-
times for penerations in one family,
and where all went with their grain o
be ground. and which were general
mecting places and headquarters for all
THIW E,

Then., too, wié have the pletures of
many old whalers, whose "greasy voy-
ages” in the hevday of whaling made
the fortuncs: of many Ol Doartmouth
lads, who built great manslona for theis
homes, photographs of which we have;



but the houses themselves are being
demolished all too fast. In faet, our
phntngmn!‘..—': t&ll the story of many 2
Tamily of Old Dartmouth.

A zmreat service has been done
spcioty by Henry B. Worth. Who
been mdefatigable in seeking out
nistories of the interesting ancicn
hames in Old Dartmouth, which have
been  attroctlvely photographed by
Fred Paimer.

Thi# =ection—ns well as the whole
rocioty--has just met with a loss in the
death of Gllber: Kingman, whose In-
tereat in photosraphy 2nd rmre eollec-
tion of old New Bedford views have
Been of much service to us,

The souvenir post-card craze has
reached thiz ssction, and we have a
clasaified collection of over a hundred,

(=]

an z=eh subjects as Now Bedford, Fair-
haven, Whalers and Whallng, Sociaty
of Friends, Early Industries sand Pres-
ent Alanufactures, arranged (n the typl-
cal posi-card albums.

We are considering the most ad-
visahle way of presenting our photo-
egraphs to the public view, AL presont,
cramped guarters and a more erdmped
purse farbld the attractive arrange-
ment we hope for in a permanent home,
AL present we are foreed o show our
photographs piecemenl in a case about
three feer by two—but arranged by
subjects, the affect iz not unattractive.

Our a&im s to make this collection
of “pieiure memories™ os complete as
possible. and we ask vou Lo help us in
telllng the history of Old Dartmouth
by photography.

Report of the Publication Section

By Elizabeth Watson, Chairman

The publication section reports the
printing and distribution of pamphlets
rontaining the papers read &t Lhe regu-
lir meeting= of the society, with addi-
tional accounts of the dedication of the
Fearing Memorial in Foirhaven, and
Lthe Old South Historical Soclety pil-
grimage 1o Old Dartmonth,

Through this =ection the society re-
celves exchanges from many historical
organizations and keeps in touch with
what is being accomplished in other
paris of the country, There are fre-
quent calls for our pamphlets by socie-
tiez and individualzs who have heard of
our existence through the general cir-
culatlon of historical soclety pews,

Perhaps  this commitise  reallzes
more than any other, the opportunities
for making our work of permanent and
of great value. AVe look with énvious
eves wpon the publications of such =o0-
asfierbie= s Lhe Es=ex Insliteie, which

izsues gquarierly most intercsiing val-
umes, plentifully illustrated with ple-
tures of the zhips and maslera that
made old Balem famous. And away
from Kansas comes a large and fasci-
nating book telling about the early set-
tlement of that state: the troubles with
the Indiangz, the laying of the firag rall-
rofad, General Custer’s gallant record
and the higtory of the West) 50 enter-
taining thot we guite forget it is =im-
ply a report as we turn the pages.

Wa long for the means to publizh
samething equally attractive, for our
locality Ia surely rich In material, ea-
pecially in regard to the whaling indus-
Lry; while we have exceptional fine op-
portunities for illustrating our printed
articles.

Ar prezent we can only strive to
male our little sketches as atteactive
ag poasible and look forward to greater
awnd belisr Lthings in the Toture.
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Memoir of Thomas R. Rodman

By Heary H. Crapo

Thomas Hotch REodman was born in
New Bedford, Seplember 2Tth, 1225, and
i in New Beodford December 15th,
He was the son of Samucl Hod-
man {(Junior) and Hannah Hayxdock
FPrior, and grandson of Samuel 1todman
and Elizabeth Rotch, daughter of Wil-
liam Hotch and Elizabeth Barney, his
wife.

Thoemas K. Rodman was the seventh
in descent from John Roedman, who
died In the island of Barbadoes in 1634,
linving been banished from Ireland in
1665 “[or wearing his hag on in the As-
sizes of New Rose" for which offence
he wag committed to gaol for three
months, nnd refusging o porge himsell
of the contempt of courl was "han-
ished that country.” This intense loy-
alty to the doctrines of that “desplsed
sect called Quakers.” to whom New
Bedford i= indebted for 20 much that is
Test and highest in her development
and hisiory, was  the distinguishing
featurs of the aix generations of Tiod-
inanE from whomnm Thomas H. Rodman
SPTANE,

Thomas Rodman, a son of the exiled
Irishman, came o Newport, Rhode
Tsland. where he became a leading citi-
Fen and a prominent member of the So-
clety of Friends, belng clerk of the
moenthly, quarterly and yearly meetings
of Rhode Island for thircy years. His
grandson, Samuel Bodman, was born
m Newport November 11, 1753, After his
marriage o Elizabeth Hotch he reald-
ed in Wantucket and hecame a member
of the firm of William Rolwch & Sons,
arganized to carty om The  whale-
fishery at Dunkirk, France In 1785 he
removed with his family to New Bad-
ford, where he disd Dec. 24 1835, Ho
wnsz o man of npright and beoevolent
charecier, largely identified with the
mercantile affairs of New Bedford, and
clerk of the New England Yearly Mest-
ing of Friends and the Meeting for
Sufferinegs for New England for many
VEATE.

Bamuel Rodman (Junlor). son of
Spmue]l and Ellzabeth (RBotch) Rod-
man, and fathar of Thomas R, Rod-

man, was born in Nantuckst March 24,
1792, and died in Xew Bedford August
1, 1876, He was one of the leading mer-
chants and manufpeturers of New
Bedford, n birthright member of the
2pclety of Friends, and a  constant
worker In the causc of antl-slavery,
peace Amid  temperonce. He was fores
most in all lecal charitable and edoca-
jonal movements. He was largely in-
strumental in the establizhment of the
Free Public library, and was for sixiy-

Lhrese years o
acaddemy,

In 1212, at the age of 20, he begun
a daily meteorologleal record. which
wiz nuiintained and continuesd by his
=0m, Thomis B, Rodman, to the Lime of
hi= death in 1805, The observations
taken dally with the aid of approved
matrmuents posseszed a pozltive sclen-
tific value, which pas been wiilely rec-
ngnizod. To this loborious amd  imnde-
fatigable work of both father nnd son
may fn some degres be attributed the
establishment aml success of The pros-
ent leading industry of New Bedford,
the manufacture of cotton goods, sinee
the data so collected demonstrated the
peculiar adaptability of the local at-
mospheric conditions to the procésies
of apinning and weaving.

Thomas B, Redman was educated at
the Friends" academy of New Bedford,
at Haverford college and at Harvard
rollege, where he praduated in the year
1246, Amonz his college clisamales and
tfelong friends were Senator Geoarge F
Ifoar. Professor Charles Elioi Noroon,
Profegsor  Genrge M, Lane, the Rev.
Walter Aitchell and olhers who ook
high rank in the severnl cccupations of
thelr lves,

The love of study, the keeh apprecia-
tion of the best in classical and mod-
ern literaturs, ithe alert inguiring mind
which =erls without cessatlon to know
the world’s accumulated store  of
knowledge of arts and sciences, of his-
tory and philosophy, found in Mr. Rod-
mnn's cage no interruption as the cares
of life succeeded the freepr perlod of
youch. remaining with him throughout
his lfe In an exceptional degree, a
constunt inspiration and Jdelight. He
was one of the fourteen young men
who in TR45 formed an intoresting lit-
orary  society  called the Blue club.
whose mestings for many years were of
nnusual interest. During all of his life
as g stuwdent hiz Interests and sympa-
thies wire broad. He was not only fa-
miliar with the literature and history
of the past, but he kept in towch with
contemporary matters both  in this
country and in Encland, and was deap-
I¥ interested In all movementis seeking
the hetterment of secial and civie con-
ditions, This interest he made effective
by netive co-operation in the work of
many societics and movements having
wieh objects in view. He was an ln-
Lorested supporter of the New DBedford

trustes of the Frlendas®

Lyeceum. himszelf a lecturer in the
earlier days, and often on its  lecture
committes and at ope time its  vice

resident, Fe was the vice presldent of



the Frooks club from 1599 onei] his
death. He was [rom 1558 until his death
a trustee of the Friends' academy, in
the cztablishment and maintensnee of
which his family had been always fore-
mnst. He was a member of the school
committes of New Bedford from 1857
o 1560, and ngaln by virtue of his posi-
tion as president of (he common coun-
cil In 1878 and 1879, He was president
of the Association for the Uplifiing and
Relief of the Indiana of the United
Heates and always an earnest friend of
ithe natlon’s wards. To many philan-
thropic movemenis he gave his unsting-
wil Aid amil support

E=spectally was he interested in mat-
tere of leeal histary, and through him
mlich of the earlier history of thias com-
munity has been preserved, our local
historlane constantly referring to him
for facts amd traditions, and always
finding in him a reandy amd gensrous
enllnborater. He was & charier mem-
ber of the Old Dartmouth Historieal
aagiety and iis vice president from its
organization until hi= death.

It was, however, as a soldicr patriot
of the Civil war that Captaln Rod-
man wos best known and will be hest
rememberad. Above all else he was o
lover of his country, nnd notwithstand-
Ing his nurture in the Quaker abhor-
rence of war, and his tastes which drew
him 1o the studjous paths of peace, he
reaponded unreservedly to the eall of
paitrictizm to defend the union againsat
the rebellion of the BEESEERI0N ove=
ment. Im the summer of 1882, then In
his I6th year, be nssisted his cousin,
William Logan Rodman, in organizing
Co. H of the 38th regiment of Massa-
chusetts Valunteer Infaniry. He was
mustered into service Aug, 1. 1862, and
hiz cousin having been promoted to
major, he was comimisaioned captain
of the company, and after only fen
days In camp waiz ordered to the front,
gerving continuounsly until tho close of
the war. He was engnged with his
company in ithe battle of Bizland, and
in ithe siege of Port Hudson, Louisi-
una, during which there were two un-
usually zevere engagoments, one on May

27th, 1883, =n which his cousin, Wil-
liam Logan Rodman, was killed, and
one on July 14th, 1863,

A ecomride thus desceribes him. *“In
the midst of battle he regarded nat

zelf, and while there was a palior on
hi= face, indicating the realization that
at any moment the whizzing bullet or
the screaming shell might ent off sud-
denly hiz life. with compressed lips
and face to the enemy he unflinehingly
performed his full dity. In one of our
battles during the slege of FPort Hud-
gon I remember he stood ercet when
everybody else was Ilying down. for we
were close {0 the enemy's hreastworks,
and not uontll 2ome of us pled with
him &ld he change his positlon. Under

1

hi=s leadership, no martter what the
risk, his men obeyed his orders, and he
never demanded more of them than he
himself wos ready to do. - - . He was
ever solicitows of the comfort of his
men, and thé encouraging words spoken
10 them in hospital were inspiring and
helpful. He was tender and considerate
when a comrade dled and the sad in-
formation to the comrade’s friends eon-
vered by him was couched in words of
aympathy which were of real comfort
to those bereaved."

Caprain Rodman would have wished
Lo remain always with hia company,
but his superior otficers, recoznizing his
abllities, detached him on Sept. 28ch,
1563, [rom hi® company and he served
on special staff duty until the close of
the war, being mustered out July 11th,
1865, Mot until July I4th. 1865, In New
Bedford. at the old raitoad depot on
Pearl girest, did he again welcome “his
boys,” and then, as they marched
through the home streers, with his
characleristic courtesy and humllity he
réefused to lead them, Talling back inlo
the ramks, since, although thelr cap-
tain, for two vears they had marched
undér another's leadership.

The ties of comradeship thus formed
i these years of muinal service to the
nation were ever aflerward the strong-
est Interesix of his life. He joined Post
I af the Grand Army of the Republie
at an early date, and in 1338 became
i member of the Richard A, Pierce
Posy |8, serving as junior vice com-
mander. and aenior viee commander,
and a8 commuonder in 1591 and 1592 he-
Ing the onlr comrade in the post who
zerved Two congecuiive years as such
commander, He also served az com-
mander of the Bristol County Grand
Army of the Republic association.

To hiz comrades of the Grand Army
he wag an ever ready helper. His
henefactions both in personal effort and
in flnancial assistance were unsiinted,
He was faithful in attendance ar the
camp fires and reunions. Hiz ganeoms-
promising adherence to what he re-
garded as right, hiz hatred of trick-
ary and hypacrisy, his lofey ideals and
his strong prejudices, sometiimes mode
him appear cold and austere, but to
every worthy call his tenderness spd
conslderateness alwavs responded.

After the war Captaoin Rodman was
in charge of ¢ertain gold mining opera-
tlong in Colorade for several vears,
2nd subsequenily purchased a farm in
Kansas, near Lawrence, where he lived
until about 1871. Tt wa# during this
western life that he became interested
in the various races of Indians. to
whose cauze he waz allerwards de-
voted.

Afier returning from the west hewos
with Willlam J. Roteh and Leander
Plummer for o time and then entered
the employ of the Wamsutin mills in



April, 1ER0, serving in that capacity wn-
til April, 18, when he relired from
active business life.

While Mr. Rodman's paternal an-
cestry were =0 conspicuously identified
witin the Friends soclery, he became a
deveted member of the Protestant
Eplscopal church. While always pre-
serving in a morked degree the traits
of spirituality and simplicity which
characterize the Friends. he was an
earneat supporter of the church of his
adeption, serving as a vestryman and
ag senlor warden of Grace church of
New Hedford, and for many ¥Years rep-
resenting ke parleh In the diccesan
conventiona.

Alr. Rodman had three children, all of
whom survive him—Julla W, Rodman
of New Bedford: Effic Radlman, mar-

£

ried George W. Goethals, Heoutenant
{row major) United Siates army; and
Samuel Rodman, formerly of the United
Hiates arms. >

Williatn L. Sayer, in writing of Mr.
Bodman's inluence and chareter, maost
aplly summed up the real achievement
of his life, = *What i=s it7" asked a dis-
criminating Englishman, “what it 1z o
bea pentleman? Is it to have lofty aims,
to lead o pure life, to keep your honor
virgln: to have the esteem of yYour
fellow citizens and the love of your five-
side; to bear good fortune meckly; o
suffer svil with constancy: and through
evil or good to maininin truth always?
This was 3Mr. Hodman, brave, oourie-
ous, loyal, the living example of 1he
genuing Chrisdan  citizen,  patriot,
friend and man.”



