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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

SECOND ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

OLD DARTMOUTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

AT THE

ROOMS OF THE SOCIETY, NEW BEDFORD

MARCH 17, 1905

The annual mesting of the Old Dart-
muuﬂ}- Historleal society was held last
evehning, and nearly all the space in the
rooms of the aoci=ty not oeccupied by
the musenm was filled with members.

Ollicers were elected as follaws:

Presidont—Willlam W, Crapo.

Vice presidents—George H. Tripp.
Fairhaven; Thomas B. Rodman, New
Bedford.

Treasurer—Lloyd 8 SBwaln.

Secrelary=hlizs Elizabath Watson,

Directors—Jumes L. Glilingham,
Fairhaven; William B. Geoghegan and
Ida M. Eliet, New Fedford, and Walton
Ricketson, New Redford, the latter to
fill the wunexpived term of the late
Charles 2. Handali.

Amendments to the by-laws which
provide for the forfeliure of memberzhip
foron-pavment of dues aftorsix months
from Lhe time the zame shall have be-
come paynble, and alao for the estab-
lishment of a photograph section to
colléct, acquire and prescrve photo-
graphs of people and places, and Lo
promote an interesl in the assembling
of historic photographs, were adopted.

Mr. Crapo eongratulated the membars
of the society on its present position at
the beginnlng of the third year of lts
corporate existemce. It has survived
the perils of infancy, he =ald, is strong
and healthy and glves promise of use-
fulness in the future. The past two
Years have been yeara of prosperity,



not 0 much in a fipancizl way as in
work accomplished, as shown in inter-
eating papers prepared with care and
rezearch, that have brought to light
forgotten or half forgotten incidents
and evenis. The printing of them haz
Eiven permanency and form that hos
been greatly appreciated at the present
time, nnd will be highly prized in the
future.

Whatl has been done iz merely the be-
ginning, and what has been begumn can
and will be continued. The cheerful-
nesg and willingnesz: manifezised in un-
covering the mysteries of the past will
promote  renewed  activities In  the
future,

Mr. Crapo spoke of the zeal and in-
telligence shown by the mussnm sec-
tiom, nnd he ventured to asserl thad
no slmilar organization in two years
had been able to collect =0 much. A
woman from ancther historical society
In the =tate who vigited the musewnm
srnd examined the possessions remarksd,
with reference (o her own 2ociely, that
it could not expect Lo have so good @
musgsum for it had been In exiatence
only ten years,

The members of the museam com-
mlites, he gald, were entitled 1o com-
mendation without limit. although the
space which they were allowed 15 lim-
Iead, and their request Tor more noom
had been denied by the directors becnuse
of lack of fumizs, “The greal pressing
necd of the seciety,” said Mr. Crapo, Vs
a permanent fund with a fixed income

io supplement the fund=s which we now
receive. 1 do mot favor an increase of
ithe annual tax, for I prefer there shall
bhe 600 members paying ¥l a year to 300
paying §2, The Old Dartmouth society
ahould be a popular organization, aod
there should be no feeling  of incon-
veniencos  through the yearly  assess-
ment mads on {1s members. Thus [ar
by dint of prodence and frogality, the
society has paid lts bills. Following
the practice of our ancestors the so-
ciety has lived within its means, and
na deficit stalns our records. There iz
no blight 20 chilling to an organizatlon
like this as o deficit, it §= oz diflieult o
eradicate as the gypsy moth or the boll
wesviL”

Mr. Crape snid he had no plan ta
propose to obtaln the larger Income
that the zociely needs, hut =ome appsal
may be made during the year. and it is
hoped that it will meet with lberal
FEDONEE,

Misr Watson stated that the pre-
minin offered for new members i3 an
exirit three months incloded in the first
vear's dues. for thoss who join now will
e in goodd standing until July, 1406, Bhe
said that a coliection of New Bedfored
andd Falrhaven directorles Is belng
made, and  the volumez  desired arc
numbers 2, 5 6 5, 8 11, 12, 19, 36 and 37
The sociely has now (wo shelves filled
with direcrories. The dircctora would
be glad to have also an Ellls and o
Rickei=en history of New Hedlond, or
any books of local history,

Report of the Directors

By Elizabeth Watson, Secretary

Thea 0ld Dartmouth Historleal soci-
ety, having lived through its  sscond
summer, i critical tlme for infants, can
now he reasonably expected to continue
its exigtence through many prosperous
YEAars. Perhaps Iis  vigorous and
healthy condition 2 due 1o the fact
that it was not born into a fortune
{though it would be most beneficial for
it e inherit onel) and hkas pol been
pampered with luxuries, as it= cponsors
have been able to provide only the bare
neceagjlics of life,

The details of the work of the past
vear will be reviewed by the sections
having it In charge, and only gensral
statements can be made by the direc-
tors. At the last annual meeting 671
names were on the membership roll
During the wear 23 have been ndded,
and 26 have been wlthdrawn by resig-
nationg, Forty-five pérsons have not
wyet slgnifled their intention to continue
thelr membership. but we trust that

these are instances of neglecl mther
than a desire to withdraw from the so-
ciety,

Zlnee our organization, 2 monilhs ngo,
sevenieesn of our members have heen
taken from us by death, eight of them
having died during the past year.
Among the number was Charles 2 Hon-
dall, the senlor founder of the society,
i member of the executlve board., and
a man to whom we owe much for his
wise counsel and actlve work, With
deep regret and kindest memories we
recall the other names;

Francis Ellingwoosd Abbott of Cam-
bridge.

T=borah E. Allem of Falrhavemn.

Benjamin 5. Batchelor

George Alfred Briggs of Fairhaven.

AMary T. Chaze,

Pardon Devoll, Jr.

Robert Swain Gifford.

Mary A. Kane,

Angeline B. Knowles.



Charles Henry Lawton.

Nuthanlel . Macomber
Port.

Charles H, Pelrce.

William P Randall.

Grace B, L. Stanley.

Mra, Willinm ., N, Swirt,

Hlram Van Campen.

of West-

The hearty co-operation of the va-
rious divisions of Old Dartmowth in
making arrangements for the guar-
terly meetings of the soclety has besn
most gratifying. The banner meeling
of the year waz held ol Acushnet.
where we were favored not only with
fuir weather, but also a very energetic
committes. Such a fascinating collec-
tlon of historic articles was on exhibi=-
tion at that time, that the musenm
committes has been looking northward
with covelous eves ever since.

Dartmouth, in spite of her many
membera and wealth of historic ma-
terial, seems thuz far to have won her
highest distinetion by the memornble
clambake of Z2eplember, 1903 Fondest
recollections have clustered about thac
mesting, many and frequent have been
the anxlous Inguiries concerning a re-
petition, and the directora are quite
conyineed thot clams are a most essen=
tinl article of diet for this society.

There 13 z0 much of Dartmouth that we
are obliged to appreciate her pieces
meal. Already preparations are being
maide for the June mesting ar Smiths
Mills, and we hone at no distonl time
to gather at Russells Mills and do
honor Lo the first seitlers of old Dari-
moitth on thelr natdve safl,

Wea regret that Wesiport i= inancces-
alble without much inconvenience and
cxponse, ng & dellghtful place haz been
offered us for a meeting, Put we know
froin the faithfulness of our directors
from Westport and the helpful imter-
cat shown by individual membere. that
Lthe old town 15 with ua in our aims aned
ambition®, and we trust the future mox
bring ws into closer wuch.

Falrhaven. from the first agifation In
regard 1o forming the socicty has beea
prominent in the work. As the old rec-
ords say of her, when we were sirug-
gling e make the history that we are
now struggling 1o preserve, she has al-
ways “furnished her gquota of men,
money and ammunition.” New DBedford
being the happy posseasor of the rooms,
the pregident and the largest memboer-
ship, has naturally had the greatest
511:';:& of responsibility, and haz Dorne §o
well.

It has been our purpose, as far as
possilkle, (o have the papers read at the
quarterly meetings treat of subjects
connected with the locality where the
meelings have becon held, Bix papers
have been given within the past wyear,
ag follows;

“Fifty Years on the Fairhaven School
Beard," by Job C. Tripp.

“Fairhaven In  Four B
George H. Tripo.

“Early Industries of UUpper Acushnel
River," by Mrs. Danicl T, Devoll.

“0ld Acushnet,” by Mre. Clement N.
Swilt.

“"Henjamin Crane and Old Dartmouth
BSurveys,” by Alexander Mel. (Food-
speed.

“Friends Hero and Hereaway,” by
Mrs. Mary Jane Howland Taber,

At the time of reading this paper,
Mre. Taber presented (o the sociely o
water color, by William A. Wall of the
Gideon Howland house at Hound Hill

The pducalion =seclion hopes @i the
nexl annual mecting to have o credito-
ble report. There hasa been unavoldable
delay in making arrangements for cGir=
ry¥ing on the work of thls section. Iis
purpase s to provide occaslonal lee-
tures or informal talks for the benefit
of members and o make the museum
avajilable for the entertainment and in-

Wars,'”

struction of children. .
Anyvone who has  seen the inlerssc
mitnifestid by the few children who

have visited the rooms will nppreciate
the values as well s the difficulties of
this work. Sometimes newsboys or
youithful candy merchants have heen
invited in and have wviewed the exhibl-
tion with ecritical eves. One liked “the
wrilings of greal men,”™ another “then
ivory things over there,” while & third
relurned again amd agaln to the huage
warpon and thoughtfully meditated op-
an “what kind of a line he used.” To
be zure, there are often times when
the thirst for information must Dot be
whally =alisfied, It iz dangeruuu 4]
work the machine for mincing blubbei
1o mee how sharp the edge is, and there.
are objections {o removing the har-
poong from thelr places for wmalews
whalemen ta hurl at exch ocher,

Thia committee is particularly ham-
pered by the lack of room: it being im-
possible to hove a lecture and o show
the mu=senin tc advantage at the sams
tirmes,  Cine of eur real necessitles = a
hall connected with the muscum, Wa
have just received substantlal encour-
axement by a gift from ithe executive
board of the Unlty club. Friday,
March 17, that organization formally
disbanded, amd presented to the educa-
tion section of thiz soclety the sum of
$£323 remaining in the treasury, The
reenrd hooks wers also given to the
soclety. Later In the evening vou will
receive the réecommendation of the di-
rectars for the establishing of a photo-
graph section. Through this ageney we
hope to add to the treasures of this
society n valuable callection of photo-
sraphs of housed, localities, ships, and
people aszociated with the history of



Old Dartmouth, and Lo continue the
work of prescrving for the future the
likeneseses of the many ship masters
which have made Old Dartmouth Ta-
mous; a work already commenced by
the museum section. .

The last step to complste our =eli-
respeet in the presenee of other his-
iorical organizations has been taken,
glnee we are now in possessfon of o
sepl. That is, we shall be when we can
nfford o make available for repres=
sentation in our correspondence paper
the design lately accepted and adopt-
ed by the directors as a aeal for the
soclety. It wans made and presented to
18 by Clement Nye Swift of Acush-
net, and represents  the extréme peril
which the hardy men of Old Dartmouth
experienced when engaged In that in-
dustry which has made us famous
ithreughout the world. The life anal
strength and daring in the design moake
it wonderfully suggestive and a fitting
slen by which we shall henceforth be
known.

It is not the purpose of your dirce-
tors to report our affairs in o falaely
propitious light for the sake of ap-
pearances. If what wou shall hear Lo-
night sgeeme to speak only of satisfoc-
Ltion nnd success, it is Deondse We are
satisfled with results thus fnr, becauss
v have speceeded, We have evervihing
to be thankful for, everything to hope
far, but we have a tremendous 1é-
zponsibility to  justify the conrdence
reposed in us

Perhaps, while we are recounting
what we have accomplished, we may
silgn tell what we have learned, for the
past two years have been but an edu-
cation for the years o come. The ans
fuct which has been most often and
maost forcibly impressed upon us is
that the soviety should have been start-
ed fifty yvears ago, As many of ug are
quite irresponaible for this neglect. our
conscieneas are elear, but we echo the

sentiment mogt heartily as we realize
how hard it will be to make up for that
lozt hall century. We beg the old peo-
ple, the oldest people, to help vz Save
forr us the traditions of your fathers
and grandfathers before it is too late.
Your recollections are the links which

must connect us with that past of
which the printed sccounts are 80
scant  and  unsatisfactory. Wil not

ithose who might have started the so-
ciety 0Ofly years ago make amends by
giving us their best now?

And we have learned how great and
wide-spread is the interest in our work;
how willlngly help iz glven If we but
azk it: how many Criends we have owt-
gide the membership; but over and
bevond all we have learned what a
glorious opportunity is ourz Iif we can
only rise to grasp o

It is necessary in all organizations
that the direct management be in the
hands of 2 few people, but there =
surely no organizatich which belongs
to every member more than does the
01d Dartmoeuth. The varlons sectlons
offer such a diversity of interests that
every onle can take some part in the
wark.

Never has an appeal (o the commuo-
nity awakened as much public spiric
as has favored us. Here i85 an object
for which all can work together. We
have no creed, save ““We belleve in OQd
Darimounth;” no  politics except  the
motio of our country, thriftily adapted
1o meet our needs, “‘One grand result
achieved by the many,” It i3 no fool-
ish nir castle that we are building, no
unwarranted fMlight of the Imagination
when we say, that with our peculiar
opportunities for collecting artlcles and
datn connected with the whaling indus-
try, there isa no reason why in a few
vexrg we should mot hold an honored
place, not anly among the historical so-
pletlez in the state and the country, but
in the world, Shall we do it?
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Report of the Treasurer

By Lloyd 5. Swain

Siatement of the condition of the Old
Trartmouth Historical society for the year
cnding Mareh 17, 106G:

Balance oo hand March 31, 18, 2HET.
RECEIFTE.

Tife memberahip, 500
Year membership, 5.0
Publication account, AT
Museum aceount, ]
Grosd, SHUEO5

Deposited with N, B. Institution

for Savings, accowvnt life mem-
bere, 250
BT
‘Total, . FuEA2

Grops Tecripts  for yoar  ending
March 31 104, AR 220
Deduet for loan exhibition, G760
Dreduct for lifc membership, L e
Total deductions, TTE.0
Net receipts of lnst year, 2500
Net gain over last year, 4255
WILG

EXPENDITTTRES
{Fublication Account.)

E. Anthony & Zons, F128.00
Last year, 41.25
Inereass, .
200

(Mudaum AcCOUNL)

Postaie, FL2E0
P E. James, 25,04
i¥. F. Windlow. 47.85
H, Hiitehinson & Co., Tl
E, Anthor Sona, 185,62
E. L. Hathaway & Son, .76
A, R Caswell LELI]
Mercury Publishing Co., L5l
. F. Wing, TET
SBuindry  bills, T2
FIEL.0S
Laat vear, $RLLTE
Decreage, EEE
=106
{Expense Aceount.)

. F. Winz, rent moms and
chairs, 21223
N, B:. Gaz Co., 15,43
Carting, cte T2

Ellznhetkh Walson, AerTetary,
services o Jan. 1, 1HE, 250,00
W, H, Caswell, 1244
Mercury Publishing Co., x4
E. Anthony & Bons, 12,50
Postage, «lo., .77
200
Tote] pxpenses, FEER 05
BEnlanee on hand, 530
Total expenss for last year. b bt B
Lisz for loan exhibition. [ R
2,02
Total lor 1HH-3, 2308
Thevreads of ERIIE
LD

Report of the Museum Section
By Annie Seabury Wood

In reviewing the work of the museum
s#ection for the past wvear, in order to
present its second report to the mem-
bers of the Historical soclety amd the
public, we fecl that we may speak with
justifiable pride of the steady growth
of this department.

The mussum is open once ench week,
on Saturdaye from 11 in the morning
until & at night, and hardly a week
passes without some interesting addi-
tion to the collection. It is particularly
gratifving to introduce gtrangera io
the rooms and to note their interést in
the exhibition and their surpriee at iis
txtent.

During the past vear the museum
committee hos  held  eleven regular
meetings, and under itz auspices 1eas

have besn most guccessful in generat-
ing n habit of coming 1o the PO0IMS 0N
the part of the general public, amd in
keeping alive an Interest In the work.
Ancther gratifying fact ig that the mu-
seum has proved itself to appeal to all
aortz and conditionz of people, young
and old, rich and poor, former citizens
wha have retained thelr love for their
cld home ond =trangers within our
gates for the first time.

It is almost imposeible to say just
how many articles bave been received
at the rooms during the pa=t year, he-
calse A greatl many were brought there
at the time of the loan exhibition in
February, 184, and were not marked
and entered in the books untll after-
wards. Perhaps, as the museum sec-



tion is really nol as old as the Histori-
cil society. it will be pardonable 1o
mentlon the entire number of glits and
loang which have been recorded during
the year and seven months that it has
existed.

We poasezs, according to our record
hooks, 560 gifts, and we are the
guardians of 787 Iloans. There are,
however, some colleetions in which ench
Individual article has not been ¢numer=
ated, =o that we may fairly lay claim
to an exhibition of 1500 articles at least,
a rather remarkable record, it seems 1o
me, in point of number, for a muosewm
20 recently established, .

Of these articles those given hy the
late Willinm P. Randall possess a
apecinl value, lnasmuch as they are (he
first and only hequest that the sociely
s precejyed, and we wish 0 exXprees
our desp =ensc of grotitude that Lhe

muasum was mads the recipient of the
sword and belt worn by him on the
Cumberland when she was sunk by the
Aerrimac, aa well as of other articles
which have made an interesting addi=
tion to our natwral history department.

An enterprize of thiz aorl must al-
ways be of slow growth, especially if &
fund iz lacking, but the end of the ssc-
ond year of our exiztence brings with
it & feeling of security., and a sense
that our progregz has besn aafficient o
warrant our Ineoking forward with con=
fidence to a permanent existence.

A home of our own and money to
suppoert it is one of our dreams for the
future. If we have faith to 1 ork and
to walt until that dream shall be real-
fzed, then, I iz zafe Lo 20y, an unend-
ing lfe of Increasing usefulness
siretches hefcrs us

Report of Historical Research Section
. By Henry B. Worth

The historical research section has
Lo report progress along some lines, and
presontse some suggestions,

AMembers and friends have donated
pagsers and books 0 thal the collection
iz reaching an considerable extent. It is
not expected that ihere will be upex-
pectedly discovered any mreat mass of
histerieal material. There 18 a popular
palion that in nooks nnd eorners are
documentary treasures of greal value
o antiquarians, Tkis, however, Is an
crror, During the wir of the Rebellion
old paper brought a fabulous price. and
houges were ransacked for every pound
that could be sold. All that was ré=
tained was considered of some peculinr
value to the owners, Conzgequently vory
few, If any, papers exist of which the
custodians hove no knowledge, Tha
chief hindrance in obtalning possession
of papsr writings 15 not this ignorance
nar seifish interest of the owner, but a
reluctance felt by the families In plaec-
ing before the publijc matters and
avents which they think otught to be
withheld from strangers. There are in
this ity mapuseript hiztories, diaries
and collections of letters of great hiz-
torical interest that the owners shrink
from filing in the archives of this soci-
oty. They are led Into the mistake of
thinking that the Toibles and famlly ec-
coentricities which may be diselozed will
e the chief use 1o which the documents
will be put. If thiz view had always
previalled the diarles of Bradford, Win-
throp and  Hewall, and the letters of
Ghovernors Prinee and Hulchinson would
hava been destroyed; but as o matter

of fact no stmdent cares for exhibi-
1ions of chiidish views and ideas con=
cerning religion, educatlon and govern-
ment that are 1o be found in thesa
waorks, but considers only the mine
of Informatlon about the men and
eventz of that period, It iz to be hoped
that the members of this soclety will
view thizs question from (he same
standpoint from which they would read
the works of thess Colonial dignitaries
and treat non-essentinls as of no conse-
gquence to elther relstlves or strangers,
ana when their own use of these docu-
ments has ceazed that they will file
them In the archives of this society
where their value will be understood
and appreciated.

It will I NCesary, 88 00N A8 possSis
hle, to provide books In which to dle
documents that are now fast accumu-
Iating. These should be fastenmed into
serap books conesirocted for the pur-
pose, and carefully indexed. The pre=
liminary ontlay required need not be
extensive, bul before these papers can
be aocessible they must bo 20 arranged,
und the plan suggestad i= the best that
can b adopted bhecause there i no wesir
to injure the papen

There should be memorial histordes in
relation to all the old families of Dart-
mouth. The published genealogies are
not always as full as desirable, and of
somme families none have been compiled.
Among the original owners were the
Kemplons, BSpooners, Jenneys, Hicks
and Sowlez concerning which thera
should he articles relating to their his-
lory of this section. Then thers wera



1he subsequent purchasers, Briggs,
Brownell, Barker, Brightiman, Cornell,
Corey, Devall, Gifford, Hart, Hatha-
wuy, Lapham, Lawton, Maxfield, Mo
sher, Peckham, Potler, Sherman, Sis-
aon, Bampson, Tober, Tinkham, Tripp,
Tocker, Ward, West, Waite and Wil-
cox.  These were prominent land own-
ers in old Dartmouth and appear in all
the preceedings of the town, Ther filled
the Lown offices and were the atrength
and support of the early churches, They
Turnish an  execcdingly  Interesting
Lheme, and this socisty should have in
ite collection the history of all these
Tamilies =0 fur, at least. as relates 1o
the first half century afier their ael=-
tlement here, This work can best be
doné by descendants of these men in
ornder that there may be chroniclad nnd

preserved  Ltroditions that have been
handed down in the familles from Lhe
beginning.

It may be doubted whether any great
advantage wlll be derived from mark-
1!‘.|g many historic spots, particularly
those remote from the wraveled woys,
If a tablet were erected ol the road-
g2ide nearest the locatlon of Russell's
garrison, it would be observed by only

it Tew persons besjdes the local resi-
dents. If the site of the firat town
homgs inm Tartmauth were  similarviy

designgted it would be notlced only by
1those who attend Perry's clambakes.
The difficulty is that they would not be
seen by most persons intervested there-
In: but there is o decided interest in
being abkle to locate and Identify an-
clent buildings and places, and thon,
having ascertnined the locallties, thosec
Interested might visit them with much
gatizfaction. Thus it is well known
ihat the house on the southwest cor-
ner of Connty and Union streetg, in
recent  vears awned by Willlam T
Rotch. was bullt by James Arnold, one
of New Hedlord's merchant kKings; buot
it i= not 30 well known that hia earller
residence was on lhe southwest corner
of Zouth Wiater and Madison strecis,
next te the holder of the New Bed-
ford Gas ecompany. Few have ever
heaird  of the meeting house of Mr.
Lewls, but It steod on the County rood,
neqar the extreme norith end of MNew
Bedford, during the closing years of Lhe
eighteentn century,

There s a growing, Interesy in ths
huildings, =itez and locations.  People
oagerly seek information concerning
the homes of their ancestors and the
acenes of their activities. To meer this
demnnd this society should have on
file, Tully indexed, the history of every
house wnd leculity in Old Dartmouth,

carefully inveatigated ond jdentited,
The violue of this bronpch of study hes
=0 impressed two of the members of
thig society that they have photo-
zruphed over 200 houses, and thess have
been  Investigated and identified. A
part of the collection has been dupli-
cated and purchased by (he MNew Bed-
ford Fublie Library, containing the pic-
tures of houses built hefore 185000 This
socizty will be weleome fo the notes
and  informuation  concerning thesa
housss If aome arrongement oan ba
made in relation to the cost of the
book and pletures: but even withoot
the photographs a valuable amount of
informution can be gathered and kept
for relerence. Two §lluziralions will
indicaite the plun. In the index under
the title ““Almshonse” would be the
sttement that in 1328 New Bedford
built the preseni bullding on Clarkes
point, but before that date, in 1547, the
town purchased n tract that extended
from Sixth 1w Fourth s#ireels, hext
norih of AMorgan Terrace, the west part
of which in later years being the resi-
dence of David R, Green, and buill
the peorhouse in the northweat corner,
a tew feet aouth of the residence of tha
Ixte Joseoh Vera. When the town's.
needs  demanded the present stone
building wag erceted, and the land be=
tween Sixth and Fourth atreets divided
into Iots amnd =old,

Under the tilde “schoolhouses™ wonld
be Identifled numerous buildings and
giteg.  One was locoted on the west
=ide of Hethel streer, at the top of the
hill: on a lot on the west side of Bethel
slreet was once a schoolhouse which
wans destroyved by (e On the gouth
zide of Bchool street. berween Hixth apd
Fifth, was maintained a schonl, which
faclk pave name to the strect. when
alter the Revolution the origlnal name
af "Q‘H&L’-!'I slreel" was discarded,

Where is now the Walte bullding, on
Purchase street, next north of the Wing
building, a schoslhouse was bullt in
1796 by thz joint contrihution of Sov-
eral New Hedford merchonis.

At Acushnet, southeast of the resi-
denc= aof Humphrey H, Swift, was
erected by the local resldents a school-
hous=, named ance “The Social school,"
and later "The Phoenix school' and
the Eame Many Vears oo wis removed
wesl of Lunds corner.,

A collection of this sort, giving a brief
nistory of the ancient lundmarks of
Old Dartmonth, would be one of the
mosat valuable works this socioty could
aceomplish, and  if supplemented by
photographs it would reach the pin-
macle of success,
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Report of the Publication Section
By Elizabeth Watson

By vote of the directors the publica-
tion =section has been in the handzs of
the secretary for the last year, and its
work has been the Bsoing of the re-
poris of the four guarterly meetings in
pamphlet form.

It iz through thiz section that the so-
ciety keeps in touch with similar or-
ganizatlons and leia 18 llght shins from
the Allantiec Lo the Paeific, our most
distant subscribers being in 8an Diego,
’al. These pamphlsts are 8ent to
many of our nom-resident members, 19
the 0Old Colony Historical =society.
Taunton; the Essex  Institule, Salem;
the Massachusetts Historical s=ocicly.
the Old South Historical society, the
State Library and New Englapnd Flis-
toric and Genealoglcal socleiy of Bos-
ton; the Pilgrim society, Plymouth, the

MNew York Public Library, the Coti-
gressional Library, Washington, and
tlso the libraries inm New Bedford,

Acushnet and Falrhaven. We recelve
in exchange the inleresling puhilralmns
of the Old Colony Historical sociely
anid HEszex Institute, and have the cor-
dind good will of all the olisr organ-
Izatlons who have welcomed us into
their ranks,

COur pamphlets are beginning to be
recognized as valoable additlons to lo-
el history, and e¢ven now form a Very
creditable beginning for a complete
history of old Darimouth. Forty cents

a Yyear, payable quarterly, seems i
mast liberal instalment plan, hy which
those who purchass Lhe reports of cach
meeling can eventually possssa this his-
tory complete.  Arrangements can be
mande with the seeretary for mailing
these reports to subscribera as they
are lssued.

It has been suggested that we issue
our reports in the form of a guarterly
magazine, which shall contain addition-
al matter of historic interest. This
tould no doubt be done satisfactorily
If the subscription list should be zuefli-
ciently large to warrant the extea out-
lay of time and expense. A splendid
project has been considered by this sec-
tion, and one in which many can ald
by Turniahing maiterinl, When the pho=
tograph section shall have a fine array
of pictures of whaling masters  and
ghips., and the historical research sec-
tion =hall have a fund of Information
regarding them, and the museam sec-
tion shall buve still further incrensed
its collection, then we can publlsh a
volume on the whaling industry that,
should the society accomplish nothing
more, would alone justify i3 existence.

Toa much stress cannot be laid wpon
the importance of printing historical
records, and we are glad to say that we
have received many comoliments and
congratulatlons from the other socis—
ties that have .tl_'-?:rl aur work,



