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PROCEEDINGS

F

THE

DECEMBER MEETING

OF THE

OLD DARTMOUTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

AT THE

ROOMS OF THE SOCIETY

DECEMERER 15, 194

The seventh regular meeting of the
O1d Drarvmounth Historloal soeiely was
held In the roomz of the socicty, De-
cember 15, 1904, st 8 o'clock, the presi-
nt, Mre Crupoe. presiding.

In imtroducing  Mr. Alexander MoL.
Goodspesl. M. Cranpo said:

From thie earlieal days the boandary
lines which scparate trlbes and com-
mmunities aod mark the limits of indi-
vidual hoidings, hove besn intercsting
aubjects of research and inguiry. It is
the desire and ambition of men to ac-
quire cxclusive ownership of parts of
the carth’=s surface. In fewdal «days
prominence and power went with the
nossesslon of large areas. Tm all ages
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landed proprictors have besn men al
mark.

The dizputes concerning  boundories
hoavis Besn attended with anzgry conien-
tiens und  bitter warfare. The land
surveror wiug the umpire n !'.Il:il.l.:'-'-“ﬂ
settlements.  His work was accepled
andl pregerved. The charts made by
him of ancegtral acres enibled succeed-
ing generations to sccure accurate di-
vizions amd subdivisions, ‘These lamd
survevors were men of learning. They
ranked with the edocated men in thelr
communities,

Amang the prominent names in the
carly history of Darlmouth k2 that of
Benjamin Orane, lund surveyor. Much



ol hiz work has been preéscrved and is
woday referrsd fo and  consulted in
litigatlons concerning titles.

Thera iz no locality whick furnishes
o =ztody of titles and boundaries mer
interesting and intricate than old Dart-
mouth and the adjacent reglom, The
grant from the Indlans wag @« vasue
ang, It had only one eclearly defined
boundary Une—the thirtesn miles “bor-
dering the sea.” The further deacrip-
tlon waa limited to “elght miles jn-
land™ without courses or bounds, Dot

it matiered little in chose days, when
land was plenly and settlers few, When
new camers entered the tervitory, hows=
CVer, ¢ame the necessity for mors
aceurale and positive deseriptions,

Nao goe ean berter explain the evolua-
tion from the riode survers of former
days to the precision and accuracy of
modern methods, than our fellow mem-
ber, Mr. Goodapesd, who will now wid-
dress vou upon “Benfomin Crane and
the Ol Darpmouth Surveva
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Benjamin Crane
and Old Dartmouth Surveys

By Alexander Mcl. Goodspeed

In attempting a brief sketch of the
life nnd work of Benjamin Crane, the
first surveyor cmploved by the Dxari-
month Proprietors who has left a ree-
ord of any congidernble importance, the
difficulty of making such sketeh inter-
pxting is very apparent. Courses and
idistances and the difference In the var-
intion of the magnetic needle and of
standardas of measurement sl different
dates and in different localities, while
they have a peculinr fascination Tor
some are entirely devold of Intercst Lo
pthers. Yet the resulis of all investl-
gallong along these lnes, §if relialle
and accurate. are valuable and @ diz-
cussion of these aubiects is, to some
exdenl, mecessary in an ul!lﬂl}."F!iH of the
work done by Crane from 1710 lo 1721
while he was surveyor Tor the proprie-
tors.

But before enterlng upon ihis branch
of our subject we will recount briefly
ihe incidents In his life which are well
siithentiseled of which (here are ax-
isting cotempurancous records. So [ar
ag appesrs there are few raditions of
the man which can be =said to be at all
reliable and it iz to bhe regreited that
there is so0 little to ba found recorded
it regand (o him,

Benjamin Crane was born o the year
1686, He was the eldest son of Henry
Crane of Milton, Miss, @ weall o do
fron worker and a man of semo prom-
Inenee jn the communily in which hiss
llved, The first incident in the life of
Crane of winieh ihere appelrs 1o e any
record is the following copied [rom an
original paper on file with the Massi-
vhusvils Archives:

“To the honorad Counsell now sikins
in oston, In obedience Lo &8 warant
reseved from  the honoured mnior

" Clarke bearring deate (he 1% of the 9
me 6 for the takeing o Hst of the
names amdl the Dlivreing of thisr armes
smonltion and cloathing of those Sould-
iers last appoynied for the seruice of
Countrey we houe aceondingly called
them together and we find them saf-
fitiently promided with amonltlon and
vloathing tow of them well fitted with
tirelock guns: the other tow namely Jo-
seph Tucker hath & malchlocks gun
and heniamin Crain hath no gun his
gun being all redy prest away from
him for the couniries seruis: the names
of those souldiers last apaynied for the
countries seruls are as followeth viz
John fenno Daniel henshaw  Joseph
Tucker Beniamin Crain,

Milton the 21 day  Nath Badcock Ser
of the 1ith mo 1676 Thomas Vose " "

Although we hoave no authentis Infor-
mietion of the bovhood and youth of
thiz remarkohle man up to the age ol
asighiven vears when in 1676 we find him
starting nto active e a8 a youlhful
soldier In what is known az King Phii-
ipg war we may safely assume thal he
had what was, for these times and in
thiz western wilderness, o zood educa-
tlon and thai- his eacly training well
fitted him for ithe work he afteswards
accomplished,

Hiz career as a soldier appears o
have been short, He was a member of
Captain. Isnue Johnzon's company and
was prezent at the sanguinnry  fight
with the Indians at the Narrigatsst
swamp December 18, 1675, and was des-
peritely wounded, The attack over the
irea into the Indism forl was led by
Caplain Joehngon who was killed as h=
advanced with his company and 0o
doubt Crane was in the thickest of tha
fighit which finally resulted in whot =
recent writer has styled “one of the
moat glortous vicloeries ever achioved
in our history.™

We find in Drokes Indlan Chronicle
amil from other sources that Benja-
min Craine and John Lowvell with many
others were nt the houze of Mr. Hobert
Carr January 6 1675-6 and that Lov-
Il ncted as nurae. This was on the
izsland of Bhode Island, where many of
the woundsd were carried after the
fight aml whers, the ancient chronicles
record. they recoived every ntlention
and excellent care, some of them for o
long time. We find no further evi-
dence, however, that he served in the
army after recovering from his wounds.
The account books of John Hull the
treapurer of the colony during King
FPhilip’s war, now in Lthe posseasion of
the New England Historical and Gen-
ealogical =mociety, show a credit Aug. 4,
1677, to “"Hen Crane” of £3 148, &1, bat
his name Is not in any list of soldiers
subgequent to December 10, 1675, when
it appears in the list of members of
Captain Johneson's company now  on
file with the Masgaachusetts Archlves.
Whether or not he remalned in this
vieinlty., In Rhode Island, or returned
1o hiz mative lown of Milton iz not guite
clear, He appears, however, Lo have
been a citizen of Milton and rated there
from 1681 to 1683, to have been admlii-
Ledl into foll communion of the church
at Milton, of which the Rev. Peter



Thacher was pastor February 21, 1591-2,
and to have resided there until he re-
moved to Taunton, where his brother.
John Crape, two vearz his junior, who
married Hannah Leonard of Taunton,
December 13, 1585, had preceded him
and where, February 5, 1588 they Lo-
gefher purchased a tract of land of 300
acres in extent in that part of Taunton
now known as Berkley, extendlng from
the Teunton CGreat River on the west
to the highway from Taunton to Fraa-
fown on the ensgl. A partition of this
land was made by the brothers in 1705
and the bBound scone which was then
get up, on the divigion lime betwesn the
land =et off o Benjumin and that of hia
brother John -t stands today  just
west of the ald road to Frestown. On
its zoutherly face iz cut in the guaing
characters of long ago the inacription

Thompson of Middleboro and Mr.
Benj. Crane of Taunton wers “Invited
& Improved” by the Court of (zenernl
Sessjons “as siruelghers’” 1o lay out
Darimouth lands and “John Reed Junr,
of Mreetown William Manchester of
Tiverton peter Blackenmore & (%)
Hammond of Rochestér or any Iwo
of them' were "Improved" to asslst in
the work “so as every proprietor may
have according Lo his just due™ as the
recard reads. An entry In the records
of the Court of Quaricrs Sessions Jan.
19, 1710-11, shows= an appoinlment of
Benjamin Hammond and Benjamin
Dexter as assistania in the laying out
of Dartmouth lands, It does not ap-

pear thui Me. Thompson or any other
appointess except Crane,
and Mapchester took any
SUFYVEYE,

of the above
Hammand
active part in  these M.

#MUITEH FACE

¥ C—1705: and on the northerly face
J C—170. The flgure & is missing fram
the north face, as the edge of the stone
has been broken aff, carrying this flg-
ure with it.

Both of thezs men were CArpenters,
and as late as 1710 Benjnmin Crané 18
referred to in  desds as Benjamin
Crane of Taunton, cATrpenter; though
mMov. 19, 1702, he =signs a lay out of
lands fn Tounton as surveyor. Both
of theas men were also survevors and
poth were employed to some extent in
surveye of landas in Taunton hefors
Benjamin came to Dartmouth, Oct, 10,
15710, an event which he records In his
field book nz follows: “The accompt
of my work at Dartmouth from 2d
Ogtr 1710 on which day I went from
Taunton to =d Dartmeouth and sur-
veyed Wm Sowls ploce”

Trlop to thig, July 11, 1716, Mr. Jacob

Bound Smone st up by Benjamin

NORETH TACE.

Crame and John Crane in 1705.

Crane had full charge of this work up
to a short time prior to his death,
which oceurred in Dighton, now Herk-
ley, Ot 13, 1721.  The latest entry ap-
pearing in the ficld books in Crane’s

handwrlting iz in book A, is dated”
July 25, 172l and iz a lay out of Iand
for “Thom briggs” at the head of

Quannina cedar Swamp.

Bonjamin Hammond, who succeaded
Orane and who was chosen surveyor
by the proprietors June 27, 1723, & ¥ear
and elght months after Crane's death,
and Willam Manchester were his as-
=lstants.

These proprietors were originally 37
ih number, o whom was granted b
Wamsutta @ tract of land described
ag “all the tracts or tract of Land
Lyving thres miles Eastward from &
Rjuer Called Cunshnett, to a Certaln
harbour. Calld  Acozakseit to a  flalt



Rock on the westward side of the =d
Harbor- nnd whereas the said Har-
bour divideth iteslf into  semeral
branches, the Westermost arm to be
the bound” * * *# = = ‘“gnd from
the sea upward to Go so high that the
Bnglish may not be anoyed by the
hunting of the Indlans in any sort of
their Cattle."

The proprietors named in this deed
were Mr. Willinm Bradford, Captain
Alandizh, Thomas Southworth, John
Winslow, John Cook and their Asaocl-
aies. There appear 1o have been thirly-
five sharesz, two shares being divided
between two individuals ench, This
deed is daim]l November 28, 1652 Later
comers were purchasers and there were
many subdivisions of shares to these
new purchosers.

June 8 1864, Acushens, Ponagansett
and Coalizett were maide a township by
the Court, to he called and known as
I*artmouth and in the Frovince Laws
of 1701-2 Chap. 10 we find an  order
rottling the boundary lne Dbetween
Trrtmouth, Little Complon and Tiver-
1on.

There (58 also n confirmatory desd
from William Bradford (o Monasseth
Camton amd  fifty-five others datsd

November 13, 16804, and by thia it ap-
pears thatl at this time Dartimouth was
owned by ffty-six individualz  enllisl
propristors.

The work of Crane and his assiztonts
wig the sgrvey of innds already Inid
cut and the surveyr and laying oot of
undivided iands to proprietors and pur-
chasers, and these surveys coversad the
jarger part of all the lande in whal s
now Wesiport, Dartmouth, New Bed-
ford, Fairhaven and Acushnet. Pro-
prictors and purchazers had already
settled upon lamls which had been set
off (o them and we [ind many retiirns
of surveys of farms, homesteads and
nomestend farms of these carly settlers
n= well as returns of layouts of undi-
vided lands,

In Crane's field bhook seven on page
twenty-five we find thi= eniry: “benj.
hammaond came o worke ye first day
of Jume 17137 and it iz probable that
Willlam Muancheater was Crune’s sole
regular appointed assistant prior 10
that time.

In this econnection it is interesting to
note that subscribed to many of the
surveys of different lots of tand in
whal nre known as Cranes field books
are found the initlals b, B oand “w.
m."" indicating poessibly that these sor-
veys wore made by Hemmond or Man-
chester and not by Crane, Some sur-
prise has been cxpressed thal Crane
himeelf copld have coversd so much
sround, s he would be compelled to if
e had persenally superintended all the
warl, and that he could have muode
suryvess in places 0 (Ar remoyved from

cach otheér on the same or syeceeding
dayz. It i= quite probable that both
Hammoend and Manchester made Inde-
pendent survexs under the general =
rection of Crane, and that the lots so
surveved woenre indleated by their imi-
tialz in the fleld books. A penny an
acre was the price pald or voted Lo ba
piid for a survey of all undividsd lunds
by vore passed at a meeting held Aug-
u=t 14, 1716, This would appear a small
rompensation o a modern swerveyor for
the ardvous task uwndertaken. A peck
of corm for &very sharc laid out was
the price fixed in 1627 by the court,

Benjamin Crane was not the frst wha
waz employed i the survey of Dart=
mouth lamda. There was at least one
man, John Mumiford, who has left o
memerial of his work in p plan of
Gooseberry Neck  drawn by him and
benring his signature dated March 3,
1706-7. now in the possession of the
present owners of the Noeck, which ap-
wenrs to bee Lhe earliest existing plan of
any land in this viclnity.

It would be interesting io kKnow
what became of plans that Benjamin
Crane and his pesiztanis made and fo
which freguent referenes is made [0 the
field books, They, or any of them,
would e o valuable acquisition o the
public records I they eould be [ound.
Undoubtedly plans were made by these
sarly  survevors of all the lnnd sar-
veyed as al that date the method of
computing arcies was by dividing therm

up jnte  triangles and measar-
ing the aArens of these tri=
apglea on the plans. The method
later in wvopue by the uase of the

trivverds table and double meridian dis-
tances was mol invented until many
yeurs later, the traverse table in 1791
Sa it was absolutely essential that plans
should be drawn of all lands surveyed.
Who can say what has become of those
made by Crane. FPosalbly they are
stowed away in some old cheat or Ha rrel
in garret or eeliar in the podsession of
ane who has no knnwlsdge of thelr in-
eatimable value. It ix nat imposzible
that they may yet bz resurrectad from
their long entombment.  Swch  things
sometlimes happen.  But @ year or two
alnee about 300 such plans of lands 1o
Rochester, n part of them mades Dy the
same Benjamin Hammond above refar-
red to, and the remainder By his sue-
cezgors in the Fochester survevs, dat-
ing from about 173, were found and arce
now in the Registry of Desds at Fly-
mouth, where they were placed by
Mp Swan. the commisszionsr of public
records, after having been carefully
mounted and bound in books for preser-
vation, An examination of these plans
zhows how carefully they are sealed
and what ie extraordinary they scale
today exactly the same as they did
nearly 9 vears ngo, the paper show-



g no evidence of the usual shrinkage
of ordinary poper. The care with
which thiz work was done and noted
miade by the drafisman on some  of
these plans corroborate the siatemsant
already made that areas were computed
frotn plans of surveys, -and Crane's
notes in & few plecea refer Lo compu-
tations of areas by meaznd ol plans.

An examinustion of an old work on
surveying now in the public library,
published in 170 by John Wing, shows
that the methed then in vogue for ar-
riving at areas of land Wwas by f 3¥s-
tem of iriangles platted with the ald
of the plane tahle and chain or other-
wise, Lhe bases and perpendiculiar ol
these triangles being measured on the
plat and the arens computed from these
measurements. It s evident from the
references mads to plats by Crane that
thiz was the method nsad by him which
was simpler though probably somewhat
less sccurile than the modern one of
working out the nreas mathematically
by use of the traverse table and doulle
medidian distances.

Chamber's Eneyvelopedia in 1761 gives
the same as the methad then In use.

There can be no guestion ng to the
poaition which Benjamin Crane oo-
eupied in the communily, & man un-
doubtedly of the steictest integrity. of
great Industry and possessaed of that
culture and  edueation which would
make him o Ieading man in the place
and at the tlme in which he lived. Thers
ia no doubt that he was a religious
man gz we find in his note books such
sentiments as this “ye fear of ye Lord
is ve heginning of wisdom & to depart
from ovel i understanding  June ye
*7th 1713 amen.'”

The canges which led (o hiz employ-
ment by the Dartmouth proprictors are
gtated In the records. It appears by
the record of a meeting held at the
Town house in Dartmouth. Nev, 4, and
by adjournment Nov. 14 1703, ifhat
much dissatisfnetion existed among the
proprietors and that charges had been
made that “the suruaver with those
that haue pessisied in Laying
out wve Lands of TLate being
perzons coneerned in veo Lands haue
made unresonable allowance in pro-
portionine yve same te (hemselves &
their Triends more than the quality of
¥e Iand hath required) An  agrea-
ment was entored into at this mestng
that an applicatton be made to  the
Court of Quarter Sessions “lo apoynt
thriee unconserned persons such ns sl
Cort shall think fitt one being a sur-
unyvor under oath for the work io lay
out their Land according (o the pro-
prietors orders for =d 500 acres dani-
tlon” and one year was lo be allowed
to complete the work. This vele was
confirmed #t 4 meeting held the Iaat

e

Priday of Mareh, 1716 and by adjourn-
ment the third Tuesdzy in May of the
game year and Captain Thomas GTey:
Lientenant William Fobes ond  Lisu-
tenant Samuel O Crandall were ap-
pointed a commiltes and “'SOruexrors’
to make o foll inguiry in order to de-
termine if any proprietors had more
ihan [heir proper proportions of land
“hauing Reference to quantty e
Qualily to take an acecount of 1T & to
make Feport thereof ol the mexi pro-
priciors meeting that shall be appoint=
ed after ve frst day of December
next” with the provision that “if they
refuse or neglect to atiend =d seruice
then the Justoses: of the Court of Quar-
ter Scesions to be nequested az in the
former vate 0 nominole sl appeync
three persons uninterested as iz the
rormer vole””

W find no record of what was done
by the shove appointess but it is safe
{1 assume thal the business of adjust-
ing econflicting claims among discon-
(ented proprictors was too arducus &
duty ond (hat they did “refuse or neg-
leed to attend sd seruice” with the re-
szult that Crane and hiz assistants
were appointed by the court; and faith-
fully and efficiently did they perform
the task set for them. He appears
later In 1716 to have been inviisd to
settle differences which had arlsen over
lines in TMyverton and an wnsaccessful
cifort was made to have him run
these lHnes John Mumford of New-
port was there as f surveyor in BT830,
perhupe our John Mumford of the
(iooseharry MNeck plan.

The Dartmoutih praprictors records &0
fur as they are pregerved contajn fre-
yuent reference to Cranc and his wiors
und it i2 evervwhere v evidence that
he possessed the entire confidence af
hi= employers and that his work was
eminently gatlsfactory. Az o testi-
monlial of this confldence n vole was
passed ol the proprictors meeting held
May ™ 1722, seven months after his
death, which was 28 follows: “It is
further sgreed and wvoted that what
Land Benin Crane our Late Surzeyvor
has surueyisd according to the proprie-
tore acts us may appear by sd Cranes
Journal or Feturns of any Land suer-
peved to any proprietor or shall stand
as A good suruey to cuery such pro-
prietor.’”

Benjamin Craneg was chogen o deputy
{0 the genern]l court from Taunton in
1702-% and 17034 and from Dighton of
which Berkley was then a part in 1521
ithe year of his death. If evidenoce wera
nesded that the soldier in King Fhilips
war, the survesor of Dartmouth lands.
the deputy from Taunlon and Dighton
and the Benjumin Crane who died in
FBerkley sre the same we have the fur-
ther fact that the heirs of Benjamin
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Crane of Berklsy are pamed among
the Marraganscit grantees 10 whomt
lands were granted in the WD of
Greenwich, Norragunsett No, 4, in 1733,
and in the inventory of the estate of
Eenjrmin Crane of Berkley filed with
the probute courl recorids in Taunion:
Mov. 2, 1i2l, we find, “Item one Hur-
pavers chaine and denjders” all ol
which aild in identifyving the Benjamin
Crane, who died in Dighton, Oct, 13
1721, ne the soldier in King Philips war
and the surveyor of Trattmonth lands
it wonld b o mreal pequisition o the
treasures of this society if it could now
obtaln possession of this old “chaine”
The probleme of the stpndard of meas-
urement used by Crane in his surveys
would then be solved, o mallsr oW
zomewhat shrouded in mystery.

Crane was chosen by the general
court, Nov. J0, 1730, with Jocobh Thomp-
ason, Esq,, and Hon, Samuel Thaxter, &
comittes to run the divisional line be-
twieen the ewsterly end of Morton and
the other part thereof conformable 10
prders of the general <ourt pagsed
March 17, 1710.

The home of OCrane bls dwelling
house, was in Berkley mear the prosent
highway over West Rerkley bridge, a
little more than a guarter of o mile
weat of the highway from Taunton 1o
Freetown, with the well two rods south
of the "fore dore” of the house. He
had no home in Darimouth, but  ap-
pears to. have ~boarded around,” as it
je called in old-fashioned parlance,
wherever hiz work took him. He note=s
in ome of his memorandum books as
follows: +1 see one eare of Indian
Corn bearded in that pece of corn that
Mr Hunt planted before my dore at
Landlady Jepnea B. C.° And further
we find “ve accompt of ¥e places 1 kKept
at on ye General survey off Dartmouth
Lands at Kerbies 3-nights at George
Lawions & olghts at Mathew Wings—1—
night."" &e.

That Crane believed he bad proved
the proneness of the average DUmAT
being Lo profit al the exponss of some-
one else appears from one of various
quotations in his field book. It is "This
i& a brave world we live in, to Lend to
Spend and to give In: but to begg and
1o horrow and to gitl a mans own it i8
ye worst world that ever (was) known,
probatum East,” The Latin iz 2 little
faulty, but the meaning is ploin.

After the death of Crane in 1321 Ben-
jamin Hammond wos choSen surveyor
2t = meering of the proprietors held
June 27, 1723, a3 the vole reads “to Lay
out our seuerall deulalons of upland and
spder swamp untill the whole be fully
finished and Compleated according to
our acts and orders & to giue Returns
of what he lays owt or of any already

1n

Layd out where thers iz no Returns
given alsc our aurueyor or comtee 2
Impowered Lo procure ¥ seuerall Jor-
nals of our former Surusyors that may
be useful in ¥e finlahing our aelernl
genitions and (ieorge Laton Richard
sigaon John Hirkie Isaac smith Thomaa
Hatleway Narhaniel Delanoe Pollepos
Harmond & John Akin are chosen oo
elther two of them to be 4 cOmies to
asgist ye sd surseyer inosd wark.”
April 26, 1726 it waa woted “'that the
aforesaid comieg procure the seuerall
Plote & Jornals thar Did belong to the
Ioriner Surtevor which may be 0f use
for finishing =d work.”

1n December of this year, 1735, 0C=
curred an event greatly to be deplorad,
which we fimd recorded as rollows:
wyherens In December 1725 That then
the former book of Records belonging
or did belong to the Proprietors and
Purchasers of Dartmouth for the Coun-
1y of Briztol In New England wherein
wore all the acts aml devigions for the
sartlomnent of thelr lamds, meadows &
pedar awamp Hecord was Burnt Ty ac-
cldent nnd several other wrightings anil
returns of survey alse with snid book
to the greal loss and damage” S It
would be interesting o know what this
accident by which these records  wears
destroved was, The call for a mecting
dated June 7. 1732, glves us eome Infop-
mmation. It zays “and said devizion be-
ing almoat Compleated by an accident
nf fire the said act for gronting sald de-
vision was burnt with & in ye House
of ¥e clerk of said proprietors & an k=
teptmdl  coppie canhnol  sence b pro-
dueed” &c, This clerk was Thomns
Huthaway, and undounbtedly it was his
hiouse which was burned.

Tha record goes on to sitate (hat ik
g very ill conveniont for ¥U the Jour-
nals of our former surveyor—Ben]—

Crane & Plots of the General sur-
voy ehould be Kept &0 remote
from Us A= in the town of

Hochester by reazon ¥t the Proprietors
pre often wanting the same zarched Lo
make their righis appear or o it Re-
purns taken off the same: ¥t thers be
snme Person chooss at sald meeting Lo
Procure suid Journals & Plotts & a
rest Peraon chose to keep the same for
the future.” This mesting voled only
to dizsolve, But at o meeiing hald
January & 1733—4 i1 was “yoted ¥T
Henry Tucker amnd Thomas Smith b
the two Persons choose to go to Benjn
Hammond and Procure the Plots and
Jornals of the former Survey of Benin
Crane our [ormer SuUrveyr and deliver
them to the next meeting to be held by
Adjournment”.

It iz moticeable that the proprietors’
records nowhers refer by name (0o any
surveyor other than Benjamin Crane
and Renjamin Hammond prier 1o 1733



FProbably surveys prior to the advent
of Crane in 1710 were private surveys
which were superassded by the exten-
sive and elaborale survey of Crane and
his successor. It i3 certaln there were
earller surveye, by whom, with the ex-
ception of John Mumford already refer-
red to, it appears to be Impossible now
to determine.

It fa evident that in 1735 the proprle-
tors had either obtained possesalon of
or access to the jowurnals of Banjamin
Crane, % the records show that October
6 of that year the work of transcriblng
from “Benjamin Crane's Journal™ into
the new proprictors” record was beguh.

We can hardly conceive how seriouns
to the proprietors was the lozs of the
old records but they had some comfort
in their trouble. Their old surveyor had
been dead more than four venrs but he
hind left behind him the results of years
of patlient and painstaking endeavor to
pregerve for his employers a complete
memorandum of his work in the notea of
surveys made by him from 1710, when he
began hiz work until the close of his
labors shortly before his death in 1721,
These noies contalned in twelve ordi-
nary pocket memorandum Looks were
finally sathered into the posscssion of
the proprictors’ clerk and thanka to tha
care of succeasive cuslodians are now
deposited im the Public Library and
with the exception of a few loat leaves
and a few pages that are partly illegi-
ble they are in a air state of preser-
valion and they are of greal  value,
The idea which ssems to possess thoe
mimds of some that a record may be-
come too old to be of value except to
the antinuary is o mistaken one It
may be that age adds value to the rec-
ord. In seliling disputed boundaries or
the ownership of real etsate the belicl
that the aceupation of lands for a cer-
tain lenzth of time gives ownership has
been referred to recently by an intel-
lgent writer as a popular fallacy and
the court procecdings of this and other
atates gshow the value ps evidenee of
anclent papers. It 18 hardly proper at
thiz time (o express an opinion ax Lo
how our courts would regard these
hooks if offered as evidence, bul It i=
t0 be hoped and I believe the time wrill
come when we will have a judicial de-
termination of this guestion.

Beglnning with 1he year 1729 about
geven years after Crane's death on of-
fort was mads by the proprietors to
gather in and make & new record from
the "returns of surveys' maode out by
Crane and in the possession of the var-
fous proprictors. The resulis of their
Ilabors are found in five books of rec-
ords now in the custody of the Public
Library. coples of which In two large
volomes are depositsd in the recistry
of deeds nt New Bedford and are maie

evidence by statote. It s to be re-
gretied, however, that this work was
not ns completa or as accurate as it
should have been. T refer not to the
lator eopying but 1o the work of gath-
ering in and copring the returns be-
gun iz 1728, An cxamination of this
record discloses the fact that begin-
ning with the frst ook, whal are ap-
parently returns of surveys brought in
by the proprietors  were copled in
blocks, Interspersed wlth [ater surveys.
RBeginning with the thirteenth page of
book four from that point forward the
boolks eontain copies [rom Crane's field
books Interspersed wilh eluims, Many
of the records are duplicates, bot
strangely enough the record stops be-
fore completing the work of eopying all
of the ficld books and no doubt these
field baoks still contain much uncopled
matter which anpears nowhere clse,
And right here permit me o make a
suggestion. 1t i8 very important that
these books which are the only exist=
ing original records of the ancient sur-
vey of Dartmeuth which then Ineluded
what 3 mow Westport, Dartmouth,
New Bedford, Falrhaven and Acashnet,
be earefully preserved and further that
they or their contenta be made easily
accessible and available by the public
generally, They are not alone valuable
ie the antiquarian, Errors in the copies
which have been found ta exist and
the incompleleness of the copies re-
ferred to above make Very apparent
{he neeessity that some step be taken
to put this voluabkle materlal in A safes,
econvenient and available form for use.
The only way in which this can be done
iz to place the work in the handsz of an
expert and have the whole elther re-
produced photographically or put Into
priat for distributbon. This it would
geetn should be done al once as every
dAny's delay endangers the security ofa
record which i 1oat can not be replaced,
1t iz marvellous that these books have
been preserved In safety so long,
Porhaps in view of the staterment
made above that in 178 the proprietors
had either oblainesd posacsslon of or
aceegs to these journals asz they are
ealliad, it should be stated that in 1757
they were nnt vet in the proprietors
hands, For at a meeting held August
1, 1757, they voled *that Stephen Waost
Humphrey Smith & Bartho Taber be
a committes to Procure all ¥e Jornals
of all our former surueyors so far as
they enn & carefully examine the same
and after dus examination emmediate-
1¥ ta Ladze all &1 Jornale in the Fro-
prietors’ Clerk office theére to Remain
for Nener after & to be estemed equalil
with our Proprictors’ Book of Record
except that FPart which shall appear
to #2d comitte o be corrupied or falty
by any other hand writing & 30 by



them Cancelled or written upon Disal-
lowed & that all Such Part of =d Jor-
nals as are mot cancelled or written
upon Disellowed by 20 Comitte to be
estemed Good for any Proprietor or
Purchaser that has lost their Returns
of SBuruey of any of their lands™ &

In addition e Crane's  fleld Dbooks
those of Benjnmin Haommomd and
Samuel Smith, & later surveyor are de-
posited with the Public Librury mak-
ing fourtesn books in all. Thera were
no Jess thon njne surveyors who wero
engeged at different times in loyving out
or surveying the lands of (2ld Dart-
mouth, but the man who stands amony
them all, like 2aul among the prophets
of Israel, is Benjamln Crane,

The work that he and his assi=tanis,
Henjamin Hommond amd Willlam Man-
chester did, both in character and ex-
tend. surpeages that of all the rest.

It is Inervesting to note some of the
diflicultics by which Crane was handi-
capped in his work, to use the vernac-
ular ef the turl. Every surveyor know
that in running out old lines by courses
given he ia likely to find crrors in hid
own or his prodecessor’s wWobk. Crane
found the same difficulty and nol peos-
sesging o modern engileer's or survey-
ar's kand book filled with convenlent
tabies ond formulaes, he is construined
io construct a table for use as he says

“for ¥e rectifiing of error=."" We find
=eviinl attempls at this in his  field
hooks and one quite complele  table

which i a tabls of fangents to the -
dius &) rodely constructed ard aome-
what inaceurate. bat no doubt sorviee-
able in fnding ithe true course by his
compass when In running a line hy a
former survey he “missed the corner.”

In hiz ficld book seven om page 1 we
find what appears ta be an attempt to
congtruct =uch a wble which rewds as
follows: “for  ve rectifling of errors
for 10 Laks 10 for 16 take 16 for 21 take
H) fop 3712 (nke 25 for 221 take 30 for 4]
take 35 for 60 talke 40 for &0 take 45
Rectifie other numbers by those above
acooraing (0 propertion take care (o
doe it Right.” How he obloined the
above resylts sannob of course be de-
termined. It I3 wvery probable that it
was from nieasurements on the ground
or oan a plan drawn te a acale, The
above, however, does not appenr to
have satisfled our surveyor as in book
A, ag It is deslgnated. on the lasg leaf
is found 1 more complete table of tan-
gents for angles from 12 to 46 degrees
inclpgive, It would be Interesting to
Eknow just how this table was oon-
spructed. Tested by modern standards
there (3 an error of from 1-4771 to 1=7%
in the length of these tangents. IL be-
mins “for we rectifilng of errore for
12:1% fractlon take 12: for 14%% take 13:
for 16 take 14" and concludes *for

13

A0 Ziving an approxdmately  cor-
rect tangential distance for every de-
gree from 12 to 45, the only absolutely
correct distance being the last. His
ruleé given for the uss of this table iz
“in this table mulliply ye error by 60
& dlulde yve product by ye Long Lege.™
That Lhi=s was original work with Crane
admite of no doubt as no existing
standard table of tangents of that time
could have contuined o many inaccu-
raeied and if he had possessed a table
af tangents it would npot  have been
necessary, for him to have constructed
thiz one.  This illustrates some of the
difficulties under which Benjamin Crane
and his nssistants did thelr work.
One other matter remalng for discus-
sion and (hat iz Omne's siandard or
unit of measurement. This has nlready
besn the subject of =2ome  discussion
and no wvory satisfactory results have
heen arrived at. It iz inconcelvable
that Crane. who had been selecled 1o
adjust eonilicting claims and to sellle
digputed Doundary lines and who ac-
complished s much In 4 manner s
satisfnetory Lo all parties in Interest
should hove dome anything but accu-

ate work with the Instruments that
he wsed. Tt is wndoubledly trae that
the lines run. by Crune measored by

our medern standard overrun and this
surplussnge as it has Leen termed has
bBeery accountsl for by somse who have
had thelr attention called to it as a
ceriain percentage thrown in for sood
measurement, It iz aaid that our an-
rient survevors had o habil of taking
a pece or two beyond the ond of their
chain before putting down a marker.
Thiz iz o very attractlve theory, as o
pace, a little less ithan three feet, ad-
dedl Lo 2 four rod chain wouold just
nbout make the differemce  between
Cranc's measurcment and the modern
standarnt bot though an atiractive
theory it is very unsatisfactery to any
oie at all famillar wilh the work of |
the elvil enginesr oF SUrveyor.

Then ton there was no necessity For
liberal mcasures: 5 «f this Kind as
ihere was a regular allowance for poor
land, all land lald out being compared
with n standard called ““the sample”
and the area by mensure being given
the arep was “gualified” for =2 less
number of acres the "qualified'’ num-
Ler being that with which the pro-
prietor or purchaser was charged. A
large number of tracts were quaiified
by Abraham Tucker's homestead east
of Paskamanscit river and others by
Philip Taber's homestead adjoining the
Tiverton line on the west, Benjamin
Crane i not the only surveyor wha
has besn charged with throwing in o
few fnches or a few feet for good
mensurement, bul im all such cases an
intelldgent and careful examination




will disclose @ definite scheme and will
ghow that the apparent surplos was
the result of accurate measurement,
nothing more and nothing less; nmd
we have the right to assume that the
courses and distances given by Crane
wers eorrect at the time his record was
made and allowing for the differcnce
in the magnetie vorintion and also in
the standard of measurement his lines
can be accurately run oot today.

The [Inited States Coast and Geodetice
survey furnish wusz with all that is
needed to determine the diflerence In
the variation of the magnetie necdle,
It remadus Lo discover Crane's stand-
ard of Measurement.

We now have to inguipe what wus
the length of Benjamin Crane's rod or
perch. We have little data and very
likely there is Hitle data now obtaln-
able from which we may estimate the
lenglh of the rod uwsed by Crane nearly
2 vears agoe. It s lnteresting to note
thal Crane never mentlonsd a chain
in his fleld notes as all his distances
are given In rods. vards uand feot
though he had a chain as the inventory
of his estate showd. There are two
methods of determining this standard
of meadurement. From recorded stand-
ards of that time and feom o mmp:lrt—
=on of measurements of us muny of the
old lines run by Crane and deseribed
in hiz returns as can be jidentified, In
dolng this we may feel assured that
1he work done by this anclent survesor
wias carefully dome and was as aceu-
rate ad the ingtruments he used and
the chameter of the country he Lra-
versad In his surveys made practicable,
Wi have the further knowledge that a
lirge number of his survevs “close
up,'’ as it 1s termed in the vernacular
of the profession, remarkably well, and
ihis iz ome of the best proofs that his
work was done in a scientific manner
with the methods then in vogue.

Il hag nal becn my good Tortune in
my scnrch for information on this
point to find any arandard referred to
as matier of record though it is evi-
dent trom the records that such stand-
ards existed and were a matter for
comment znd the lack of them in some
measure for criiiciam. For Instance:
In the Taunton proprictors’ records we
find that a ot of land in Taunton on
February 15, 1710-11 was “measured by
Taunton Town measure'' and Benja-
min Crane was the surveyor, It wonld
he extremely interesting if we could
bring out from the buried past some re-

lakle information as to  what the
“Tauntorn Town measure” used by
Crane at that date was, Tt 8 quite

possible, even probable, that the stand-
ard was the same he used In the early
surveys of 0ld Dartmouth as he l2ft
Taumton and came to Dartmouth Oct.
2, 1710 and Dartmonth at that date
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had no standard. as we lsarn from o
fragment of a record of the court od
quarier sessions referring te the Town
of Dartmonth summoned to appear o
July, 1714, that one of the selecimen
came and “declared that as for stocks
they wers provided that a standard for
weights and meassures they had nol,
bt were upon endeauors 10 procure
and that they had chosen  William
Whiti: scnjer for that Town” It ap-
pears then thol prior to July, 1714, af-
ter Crane had been surveying Idart-
meonth lands for nearly four years a.!n_ﬂ
had completed the lnrger portion of his
work here, the town of Dartmouth had
no sindard of weights or measures
and 1t was probably some veurs later
hefore snch stondards wers procured.

Though the statute perch or Tod
Enzland at this time contained 16%
feet amd for Ycoppice woods &c 15

feet., vet thers was a great diversity of
slundurda in use in different lecalitles
We are informed in 1761, thirty years
after Crane wrought that the custom-
apy peoreh iz various in various coun-
triez, n Staffordshire it is M4 feet; in
the forest of Sherwood 21, the fu:;:t
Lhere being 18 inches '‘pes mrvslﬂﬂli
and in defining the word Chamber's
Tneyvelopedin {(1i51), says pale “in sur-
voving i3 o mepsure containing 18 fcel
and ooe-half called @lze  perch an_tl
snmetimes rod,” IL appearz to have
varicd in Fngland in differsnt locali-
{ies and nt diferent periods from 10
foet to 4 fect in length. In  other
countries the smandard wasg still vari-
able pmil as lale as 1BM we find the
English perliament  complaining that
difforent weighiz and measures, somme
larger and some less are still in usc
throughout the United Kingdom: of
{1reat Britaln and Ireland and fixing
the starmle yard of 1760 as the stand-
ard. It e safe to assume ihat st the
time Crane's surveys were made there
was in this locality no definite stand-
arel, that is the standard fixed by
atatuie was not in common uge, and it
i& not necessary to assume that Oranc
ueed @ rwd slxtecn and one-half feet
in length in hia mensurements, The
ald treatise on surveving published in
1700 by John Wing alrendy refarred
Lo gives a method of reducing the stat-
utory meastre of Edward First of six-
teen andd one-half feet into customMAry
measure stating that “_thmugh long
cuslom  there iz at  thiz day  other
Terches used as 18, 20, 24 and 28 Feet Lo
the Perch: il i=s therefore necessary Lo
show my Surveyor how he may readily
reduce the Statute-measure into Cus-
tomarv.” He further states that
“Woodland meunsure i3 18 feet to the
Perel” The term nere wWas applied to
an area sixteen perches in length and
ien perches in width as fixed by stat-



ate in 1395 bul as the rod varled from
12 to 24 feet some of these acres Con-
tained four limes asg many saperficial
feet as others.

The subject of metrology ns applied
1o ancient monuments and striucturves of
variows Kinds has been a fruitful theme
for discussion by variouz wrlters but
melrelogy g applied to old  surveys
seems to have attracled litle attention.

Thers are no doubt mony lines of
Crane’s surveys that can now be jden-
tifled and the distanee between the
originel  boumiaries determined b
measurement. A few such Imvasure-
ments would glve by comparison suf-
fielent dato from which to determino
the length of Crame's rod.  Inductive
metrology has been sald fo aszcertaln
the general truths of the units of
mensure in use, from  the particalar
factg of those multipleg of medsures
which abeient remalns preserve o us
In ascertaining the unita of mensures
of ancient aurveys it is nol necessary
o use multiples of measures as wo
have the actual messuremnents by the
old standard given in the notex of
these surveys as thoy wers measurcd
at that fime One element of uncer-
tainty 18 therefore avoided and we bave
only in fnl a sufficient number of old
lnes to «liminate any error resglling
from fnaceurats measurements of in-
Aividunl lines to determine aceurately
orane's unit. It has not besn my wowin]
fortune 1o obiain much relinble nfor-
mation in regard to theze old lines, bul
froin 2ueh as 1 have cbtained I am of
the opinion thal Crane’s rod was Very
wenrly ssventesn and two-tenths feel
in length, perhaps a little more, or
poasibly o Hitle less.

Many attempts have been made to
reproduce Orane's lines on paper amd
tnn make & complete pian of all landg
lald out or surveyed by him. The late
Alr, Elisha C. Leonard appears o have
been engaged in this work for years
amil the recults of his efforts are now
wilth his genealogieal and othér papers,
the property of the city and depoesited
in the Fublic Library. Others have
becn and still are engaged in the work
with the =ame end in view, a complete
draft of the ancient survevs of Crane,
Hammond and Smith. The work is
fascinating, the matching together of
these old lines, and where the liney
eome together easily very plensing; bat
there are difficulties which moke the
work o disteacting pomzle and might
almest overthrow the reason of & man
having lesa than the wost robust and
rugged mental eguipment,

20 far as we ean learn no  stong
mnrks the last resiing place of Benja=-
min Crane. In the old “Fox Burying
Ground™ in Berkley ls the grave of his
brother “Ensign John Crane” who died,

15

#g the stone over his grave reads, “Aut
gust G, L718," three years before his
brother. Thia 1z tha oldest burying
sround in Berkley and many of his
family and related familics are borled
there, Tt i reazonable o agsume that
Benjamin Crane is also there buried in
an unmarked grave, But he neoeds no
menument. The work he did i2 his best
nmemoriial, Thorough, palnstaking. ac-
curate, his industry and his deveotion
to the bhuziness of lfs, humble and
homely though it was, have written for
him a far more enduring memorial than
iy that could be carved In stone, So
long @ the history of Old Dartmoulh
endures hlg name will be known and
homored by those who appreclate the
worth of this upright, active, useful
life.

In introducing Mra Taber, Mr. Crpo
sald:

There s no nams in Lhé PABT or pros-
ent history of Old Dartmouth inore
prominent in numbers or more disgin-
guished by character than that of How-
land. Three maeyors of New Bedford
have borne that name, and (he mother
aft & tourth, Georme H, Dunbar, witg
Howland., The official terms of these
four mAayors cover many yvears of crod-
itable municipal service. When we
crosa the line nnd enter present Dart-
mauth we find 2 Howland the chalrman
of jta board of selectinen, and when
we gu over the river to Fairkaven, wa
find another Howland chalrman of the
glactmen of that town.

1 remember having frequently in my
hovhood seen George Howland and his
faithful colored servant, John Driggs-
ar as they #aid In those days, “the
hired man'” Amuzing storles were told
of John Friggs' ready wit and sensible
comimenta, some of which are remem-
bered to ihiz day. Ceorge Howland
wag i sturdy Quonker amd an eminent
merchant, In stature he was of me-
dium  Delght, muscular and  bread-
ghouldered. In hisa movements he was
nlert and active. He was posgitive In
his oplniens and never hesitoted o ex-
press thein, He waes o man of clear
judgment and highly respected by his
follow townsmen. He promoted and
enlarged our whallng Industry, and by
hizs foresight and =agaclty, his ad-
mirable management. his exeeptional
huginezs tralts, and henoralble dealings
e achioved wealth for himself and
greatly added to the progperity of New
Bedford.

We have with us this evening one of
hiz descendants, and we shall lizien to
her with muach pleasere, I invite your
attention to o paper by Mrs, Mary Jane
Howland Taber.
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Friends Here and Hereaway

By Mrs. Mary Jane Howland Taber

Mr. Presgident and Members of the His-
torical Boclety:

Havwving been inviced to spepk to yoi
on some tople connected with old New
Bedford, my thoughts have reverted to
the Quakerism of the early inhabitantz
and it oceurs to me that the polnt of
view of an ex-Quaker—an ounlsider, whao
hag been an Inaslder—may possess =omoe
interesat, as combining Intlmate
knowledge with unbiased impartiality,
that i1z, of one who, while retainlng a
Ereal respect for all that renders the
Zociety of Friends admirable, does not
hesliate 1o smlle at the folbles, which
may be compared—shall we say—iLo
spois om the sun.

As the great orthodox and Hicksite
division among Lhe Quakers, which
wook place In 1827, has exerted a pow-
erful ami lasting influence on  New
Bedford and as its causes and resulis
are not generally underatood by the
prezenlt generation, o few words on the
subject may not be amisa.

Iiiag Hicks, who lived on Long [sland,
in the enrly part of the lasl century
was a preacher in good standing in the
aociety, & man of commanding prea-
eree, nn elquent and convineing speak-
er, much admired and beloved on ac-
count of the excellance of his life, The
Friends had no formulated creed by
wnich to test his wutterances. Their
minlaters were supposed Lo De “led and
guided by the spirit into all truth,' and
for a long time all listened unguesifon-
ing to Lhe inspiration of Elias Hicks.
He traveled extensively and preity con-
stantly through the country, whereves
there was a  settlement of Frlends
preaching  to crowded houses, thus.
through his Influence, and that of his
converts and perhaps through a more
subtile influence in the alr, the greater
part of the most cultivatesd members
came  gradually and almest uneon-
sejously to imbibe his ideaa. AL Iaat
some one took the alarm wnd it began
to be whispered that Ellas wasz mnot
=ound. It was declared that the un-
soundness consisted in what he did not
sy, rather than in what he did say:
and on this somewhat intangible aceu-
satlon the murmurs grew and increased
&l as the gquestion was argued for
and against, it naturally happened that
the Orthoedoex became more Trinitarian
than George Fox himself, and the Hiek-
=ites more Unitarian than Ellans Hicks.

Dispuies amd bitter feeling were rife
throughout the Soclety, even in =zome
cases breaking off all intercourse be-
tween brothers and sisters and their

fnmilies. Thla atate of affalrs con-
tinued for aeveral wears, until finally
the inevitable separatiom took place in

New York and Philadelphia wearly
meetings, there bLeing twice as many

Hicksites as Orthodox; 12,000 to 6000 in
New York and 15,080 ta 9900 in Phila-

delphia. These Hicksites are called
Progressive TFriends. Thers was Do
separation in New England  wearly

meeting, bul as #nrly as 1824 the Hick-
gile Friends of New Bedford withdrew
from their hrethren, frankly ealled
themszelves Unitarians and under the
leadership of their pastor, the Hevepsmd
Orvllle Dewey, bore a prominent poart
In the ercection of the beautlful Unltar-
fan church which iz alill the pride aof
our city, hardly cost in the shade by
the splendid new milllon dollar edifies
in Falrhaven. It iz rather singular that
these seceders from a people who palid
no heed to architecture, except to flout
It, should have shown such correct
tazte, nol only in church bollding, but
in the eonstructlon of their dwelling
houszes. Sl while emancipating them-
aelves fmom the old forms. many of ths
old ldeas wet elung to them, notably
In allowing wamen to vote in church
affairs, in an  elegant =simplicity of
dress, In hatred of slavery, in unstinted
henmevalence and charity; and when the
Reverend Willlam Jamez Potter, many
veara later., abolished the communion
gervice and introduced the custom of
silent prayer after the zermon among
Lhesa descendantz of Quakers, ig
aearcely seemed strange to them as it
would to many eongregntions,

Mr. Polter snye in his church history
that the coming of a large saction of
lhe Quakers into the Tnitarian societs
enahled them to extend an Invitation o
Mr. Dewey, He also says, "stoves were
put in the church for it had never been
heated till that date, bur the Quakera
had been ussd to fires in their meeting
homses*™ Mr., Potter adds: ““This In-
vasion of Quakerlam helped largely o
shape the soclety’s after character and
history.™

The more rtecent divigion in the
Friends’ aaciety was almost local here
or among those whoe had removed from
New Bedford to westerm New Yorlk.
There were no vital differences. Tt was
mainly a question of “plainness of
apegch, bohaviour and apparel,' as the
phrase is,

In 1840 Jozeph John Gurney cams
from England on a “rellgious viait.” To
my¥ mind he waz pretty nearly an Epis-
copalian, none the worse for that, bus



not a George Fox nor even a Willlam
Penn Quaker, for he lald no particular
strogs on the “Indwelling Light.”™

Johm Wilbur, o strali-laced TFriend in
thiz vicinity, took umbrage at this fail-
ure to emphasize a cardinal polnt of
Quakeriam. The cut of Friond Gur-
ney's eoal, the tie of his neckcloth, and
ithe gloss of his hat were also displeas-
ing, although none could gainsay hia
exalied moodnssa.

The Society passed through another
season of agitation and a separntion
took place, In this city the smaller
body or Wilberites az they were called
in  eontradistinetion o Gurneyit2s,
withdrew and buile for themaselves a
small meeting houss on Fifth =street,
where they worshipped according to the
dictates of thelr own consciences: but
having no aceessions to their numbera
they gradually died out, leaving omly
one poor old woman, almost blind, wha
st an hour alone on the hard unpainted
bench each First day and Fifth day
morning. until her death ended the pa-
thetic gtory., The mesting house was
closed nitd haz alnes been pulled down.

There is o Wilbur mesetlng al 5mitha
il where It iz sometiimes pleasant Lo
sit in the silence and stillness and re-
call wouthful memorles of a Quaker
mepting.

Read the ezsay of Charles Lamb and
reallze vividly what o Quaker maecting
mny onces have been,

The Orthadox Friends at present he-
longing to Spring slreet meeting are
well and favorzbly konown in this com-
munity. Thex have geadually discard-
ed the *pecullaritie=s of dress and ad-
dress” and areé now ln appearnies Very
much like other people.

The social meatings of the genfal cir-
ele at Bpring =ireet are very ngreeable
and it may be s=ail of thess Qunkara
that they enjoy life with zesi, because
they know how Lo get the best there Is
in it

I hope T ean ase the zood in all these
good peopls, though each section de-
voully Lelievea ltself the only true fol-
tower of George Fox, and two of them
have actually been able to prove their
claim in the coorts of law, for when the
ownership of the meeting housesz amnd
schoolbouses was contezted by the Or-
thodox and Hicksites, the chanesllor af
*ew York decided in favor of the Hick-
sites, and the judges of Philadelphia in
favor of the Orthedox: theugh ong of
the judges slyvly remarked that “the
founder of the sect mizht he pozzled [0
recognize hiz prozeny in either olalm-
ant.”

It ought to be recorded to the credit
nf the Hicksites, that twenty years
Tater they made a voluniary divislon of
all the church neoperty  awanrded fo
them in New York. T regret tosay thal
this =ood example was not folowead by
ihe Orthodox in Philadelphia,

Tt iz not so strange that differences
of opinion should arise in o =soclety
without a written creed, as it js sur-
prising that there has been so much
harmony and ao Hitle clashing among
auch atrong unirammeled splrits

There is o story that when a teachor
onge propounded the question: “Who
enme Lo America in the MayfAower?' a
lttle girl replied: “My ancestors—and
a Tew other peaple.” Now 1 dao not
wigh Lo emulate the undue self-impor't-
ance of this answer, and would gladly
tell you the story of those other peo-
ple, but not being negquainted with it
I am forced to confine my remarks Lo
my own forebenrsz,  So If you will par-
don the seeming egotizm 1 will pass
from Friends collectively to Friends in-
dividually, and relate a few nanec-
dotes concerning o family who for
more than 260 years have nearcly all
been members of the Society of Friends.
Mot one ihztance of "marrying out of
mesting.,”” having occurred nmaong my
direct ancestors.  With such a long®
succession of intermarringes, in such n
cloge corporation, all I can say is, that
it iz o wondsr we are not all fools and
Idiots, It passed inte n proverb an
Clape Cod that there mever wag n How-
land who did not marry a Wing, nor a
Wing who did not marry o Howland;
It being asserted that the young men
were too bashful to offer themselves lc
any but thelr cousins,  Thiz tribal hale
It makes me the fortunnte possessor of
two Grandfather Howlands, a mother
and n  grandmeother whose mailden
names  were Howland, besides twa
great grandmothers, and two  great
grieat  geeat grandmothers who, we
know to a certainty, had their full com-
plement of wings, ¢ven on this earth.

W will pause for a moment to read
the inseription on a tombstone in the
ancient Plymouth graveyard on Burial
hill, which records that our remote
maiden aunt “died of a love languish-
ment aged 49" Sad wasz it not? It
would be conaoling if we had some
particulars: but that l= all, just thoss
two affecting words, and her age.

From thiz Pilgrim aunt we lake a
long flight to my grandmother's father,
the Cornelins Howland who livesd in
the howese =2till s=tanding at the four
corners. aflerward oceupied by Charles
Taber amd company. He prcidred a
government  commizzion durlng  the
Revolutionary war and sailed an a pri-
vaterr, How he dispoaesd of his pence
principles this deponent aayeth not.
Aftor doing consilerable damage to
Britlsh commoeres he was taken pris=
cner by a British man-of-war. The
firet thing o be done was to =iring
him up te the yard arm for & pirate.
With & rope around his neck he man-
agad te indvee his captors to look at
his eommicsion: and they deelded 1t
would not be guits the proper capet 1o



otz him: so he wag laken ashore and
Imprizoned in Bdinburgh eastle. There
e remalned several momthz, DR at
lengtn gaining the fuvor of the jailors
daughter, he madz his csespe In her
garments.  After varioua advenbures,
and being given up for dead by his
famlily, he reappeased in hi= native vil-
lnge, Mot much was sald about ke
privatecr episode,  pethaps  Fricmds
thought he had been harshly enough
dealt with, withoul being “dealt with
by the meeting.” besides there were
other members of the soviety who
ahared his warlike proclivities; the
ezt =ide of the mesting house al
Acushnet being partitioned off for the
goparate use of the “Fighting Quak-

e All honor o their patriotic
=ouls!
Tanter on Cornelius Howland becamids

part owner of @ whaleship., which was

Mrs. Mehetable Howland Robinson
(3resn, in right of her descent fram the
orizinal owner, who was the ancestor
of the sforesaid Cornelins, a3 well as
of Mre. Green, Some years ago Dleas-
ant gatherings of the Howland clan
were wont to be held at ihiz home-
gtead, but Mrs, Green dizapproves of
treznagsers on her property, even for a
dax's picnic, once a vear, amd having
no strong family affection objectz to
the presence of her cousins ot the home
of thelr commuon ancestor.

The house was built in the anclent
days=, when Dartmouth wos of more
imporiance than New Bedford. There
wax no Friends’ mesting house in this
village.

Anponeganset held the mother church,
and the wvisiting Friends expected to
e entertained at Friend Howland's at
the Round hille. In fact the tall, nar-
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GIDEON HOWLAND HOISE AT ROUND HILLS.

The large eastern addition is said to have been made for the enterainment of monthly
and quarterly meeting guests.

captersd with other vessels by the
French, about 1796, A=z thia happened
in & time of peace the United ‘States
elaimed and received compensation for
the injury done to its commerce, but
Unele Sam has a tlight grip, the money
was not distributed 1o the ship owners,
but remained (moch of it still remaing,
after 100 years), in the United Htates
treasury.  Cornelivs Howland used Lo
=ay: I shall never get any of that
money, nor will my children, perhaps

my grandchiliren wmay have It A
amall portlon has lately come to hig
sreal srundcehildren, and in one in-

stance . greal-great-grandcehild  was
hig representative. These heirs were
told to regard the money not as pay-
ment of a debt, but as o zrotuity from
the government,

We have here a picture painted by
Wikliam A, Wall of the old Round hill
Howland house, now the property of

riow portien of the house was seldom
opened except on monthiy and quar-
terly meeting days. There was one
lomg room on The g,n:lund floor wused
for the dining room, with & bedroom
of the zame slze over it, divided by =
curtain, on one side of which the wo-
men slept, and on the other the men.
On oceasion, bedz were lald on  the
floor, it there were more people than
the Ledstesds could contain with three
in a bed. The bedstends resembled the

A3reat Bed of Ware, and might hove

held four at a pinch,

Great were the preparntions for thess
festiwala. Chickens and turkeys were
decapitated  without mnumber; huge
pitces of beef turned in the tin ovens
befors the mammoth fAreplace; mince
pies, apple plez, pumpkin plea, custard
pies, potato pies were ranged on all the
pantry shelves; loaves of bread and
pang of biscuit enough o furnizh forth
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a baker's shop, and cakes of all kinds
and deseriptiong were plled mountain

The monstér brick oven waa
kept in constant requisition, heated
and reheated. But the deliclous fish,
oysters, clams and lobsters, which were
to e had for the taking, were totally
néglected, ng too common and inex-
pensive. In the cellar were barrels of

apples and clder, while dozens of clay -

pipes nnd gshags: of tobacceo crowned the
feast, the women smoking the pipes un-
rebuked with the men.

This description recalls the old story
of the merciful magistrate in England
who relensed =ome persecuted Quakers
on the ground that It was hot worth
while to imprison them, for if l=ft v
themselves they would soon eat each
othzr up. Waell, they have continued
1o enterliain their fellow members with
the best their houses afford, lo, now
theae many vears and still they Hlowr-
ish.

It would appear that her Tforefath-
er's delight in a profuse hospitality has
ot been inherited by the present own-
ir of the Hournnd Hill farm

At ithe suggestion of Mr, William A,
Wing I had bequeathed this picture Lo
ou im may will, buat as it s always
more chesrful to bestow a gift aneseil,
than to eall in the aid of one's executor,
1 take pleasure In presentding it 0 you
ronis=ht,

We will now turn frome the roumnd
hill 1o (e long plain. Susan How land
whs necustomed o say of the Long
Plain Friends, that I the early daya
Defore the separation, she never know
how many of them were coming to din-
ner alter monthly meeting, for when
she invited them. thes all sajd: “We
thank thes, we will come if we are not
invited to Willlum Hoteh's,” bul since
William Fotch had left the meeling
they wore glad to come without any Ifs
or ang about It. The invitation to Wil-
linm Rotch’s was regarded in the lighi
of a roval command Dbefors which all
other engaEgementis must give way, the
sume a8 at Windsor Castle,

3earege Howland, senwor, had remark-
able business insight, When told that
If he and his contemporaries roshed
around the globe killing whaleg at such
a rate, the whales would be extermi-
nated, and the world would sit in dark-
nesg, he replied very composedly: “Let
us maks hay while the sun shines. Boe-
fore the last whale is harpooned thera
will B& & substance discovercd which
for light giving will far surpags whale
oil lampa and spermacet]i candles."

As indesd those illuminators have
long “‘paled thelr ineffectual firea™ be-
fore peiraleum, gas and electricity.

Ancther instance of foresight was
shown in the purchasze of 180 acres
of wild land in the territory of Michi-
gan. This land was sold twenty years

later o Henry H., Crupo, (the father
of your presldent), and by him dis-
pased of to settlers for farming pur-
poses,  Mr. Crapo says the tracts of
land were well selected in the richest
portions of the territory, though at the
time George Howland saw them they
were coversd with forests,

He als=o foresaw the future of New
Bedford more aceurately than the men
who built their lordly mansions on ithe
west slde of County road, at the head
of the #treet running down to the river,
ug wos done by Charles W. Morgan at
ithe head of Willlam streef, Abraham
IMusxell at the head of Union stroet.
Jimes Arnold at the head of Spring
atresl, Gilberi Bussell at the head of
Walnut streect, and Joseph Grinnell at
the head of Ruossell street. When
askidl why he had not chosen a similas
loeation for his home, he replled, "I
bullt on the side of a #lreel %0 A8 noL
1o interfere with the march of improve-
nwent. New Bedford will one day have
more houses west of County rood than
it mow has east of 1t then the ohstruct-
ing houzes will be lorn down, or moved
iwwny, or they will stand. Ilnconvenient
hara 1o be walked around or driven
arcund a hundred times a day."" There-
fore he had bullt his plain unpreten-
tlous house nl the northeast corner of
Walnut and Severth streets. Ta this
new  lowse, i 1810, he brought his
bride, Busan Howlund, aged sixteen, di=
rectly from the meesting houss where
thiex had feen gmarried.  As they
rgached the door 8 signal was given
and hig newly-built  whaleship, the
“‘Gedsrge amd Susan.” slid smoothly
from her ways into the water at the
foot of the strect, there belng at that
tlme an unobatrucred view down Wal-
nut sireet to the river, Thus the ghip
and the bride and gromm were sucoess-
mily launched into long lives of use-
fulness., It must bave becn quite a
romainttic home-coming for the litthe
bride, in her quaint garb, of drab sllk
gown, sheer book muslin kerchief de-
murely crossed over her bosom, drab
sllk shawl wilh tiny fringe, and stiff
pasiehoard bonnet covered with white
silk only very slighiiy tinged with the
prevailing mouse color, the lining hav-
ing ever ao slight & ahade of invisible

plnk, and under ithat an extremely
dinphanous  muslin cap, the tabs
crimped and tied under the chin, One

worlifly vanity she had, which was
frowned upom by the oversasls a]:l'pll:ﬂ.llt—
ed by the meetlng to attend the wed-
ding. She wore a palr of white kid
gloves instead of the canonical drab
cnes.  Poor little number six gloves,
great was their guili. The marriage on
thefr account was reported Lo the meet-
ing as *“orderly, except in one particu-
lar™ But [f you think that report
aver appeared on the records: of



Lartmouth Monthly Meetlng, you Mi-
tle know the sort of man with whom
those overseers had to deal.

Thke wvouthful wife toock her place as
the steép=-mother of three smoll chil-
dren. The late George Howland, Jun-
for (ihe only one of these bhabicss whe
long survived), used to say. he never
knew the difference betwesn a aiep-
mother and an own mother.
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walked & mlle to the candle worksa and
packed the s=perm candles  manufac-
tured by the candle makers the day
previous, in boxes with pasteboard be-
twesn ench layer, home (0 brealifast,
off to school, home to dinner, school
again, then work about the house, sup-
per amd bed at 7 o'clock. The Friends'
uacadsmy, where he attended school

was =rictly under the management of

GEORGE HOWLAND

In that howse thirtzen children were
born, A family after Prezident Roose-
velt's own heart!

I have heard my Cather. the eldest
child of this worthy couple. describe
the way in which his father brought
him up, controsting it with the woy in
which he. was bringing us up. or rather
letting us come up, A=s a =mall boy, he
rofe at § o'clock summer and winter,

4

Friends, and their chlldren were
trained there, until they reached an
age o be transferred to the Friends'
Boaréing school at  Providence., ©On
fifth days the achool was dismissed to
allow teachers and pupils to o attend
. One of my father'zs great

wits his broad-brimmed hat of

miseriss
draly fur. which must on no account he
removed from his hkead while he sat in



meating “beoaring  testimony” along
with his stern parent, At 14 years of
pee hiz father took him out of schodl,
saxving: “If the boy 15 ever going 1o
amount to anything, it i time for him
to learn businesz” He was clerk in
his fother's counting room, and in the
Bank of Commerce until he -was 20,
then he “developed pulmonary  S¥mp-
toms,"" as hiz fond mother described
hig case im her letters to  her Iriend
Humphrey Howlund in western New
York, whither he was zenl in pursuit
of pealth and o rich wife; for there he
married another Howland and settled
on a farm, and nothing further Swas
heard about his lungs, One resgit of
hia upbringing remained through
lifs, he would never teil where
he waa going when he left
home, He had not been allowed to go
anywhere without entering Into fuoll
particulars of his intentiona; and he
had vowed thal when he shouid be his
pwn master he would stand no mora
questioning. ‘Thi=s determinatlon was
aften attended with mueh ineonvenl-
BIIRE, i remember once my brother
was Laken violemtly ill, and the doctor
snid: “Send for Mr. Howland,” but
where to zend nobody lknew, Messi-
mers wera dispatched In every divec-
tion before he wipsz found in the vii-
lage postoffice wlth his fest on Lhe
wiove, hiz heels higher than his head,
execitedly reading lhe election news 1o
the villnge loafers; and betilng three
to one that Henry Clay would be elsct-
gd. Behold the result of & guarded re-
ligous edurtion!

Alaz, alas! it would not now pe
possible for me to weep auch  bitter
tears over a defeated candidute for the
presidency as I wept over Henry Clay.
for had I not waved fags, and wora
badges and wrenaths, and ridden in ox-
party with live raceponz (the emblem
of the Whig party in that canvasa), in
processlons in his bonor, and heard Lhe
campalgn  speakers solemnly  declars
that if we did not have the protective
tariff the country would be undone!?
My brother soon recoversd fTrom his il-
ness, and together we mourned with all
our childish heariz for our undone
couniry. Since then T have learned
that our couniry can be undope res-
ularly every four years, and stlll jog
Gn pretty eomfortably; alse that It fs
gafer to be undone Lhan to be done,
az gome of our cities are

I will devote the remalnder of thia
paper to the idiosynerasies of George
Howland, Sr., who was by Tar the
mogl orlginal and pleturesgue figure in
the family. He perfectly ldolized his
daughter Elizabeth, bui for fear she
might become wvaln, he constantly as-
sured her that she waz a0 “humly' It
was almost painful to look at her, 5he
consuited her looking glaas and  the

[ &)
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bright brupnette complexion and large
darl eves she saw there Natfly contra-
dicted the columny, but her [ather
continued hils wnimodversations, and
che ended by believing him so impli-
citly, that she always went down sireat
the back way. 1o avoid being scen, until
vounge William Henry Chase came from
Splem andg asseverated wvery emphat-
jezlly that there was no danger of her
painting anyone's eves, unlezsz by daz-
zling them with her Deauty.

T4t the zolemn Quaker say what e

would, te his doughtsr. he was Very
suaceptible to femnule loveliness, and
when hiz zon Matthew Tbrought the

beautiful Rachel Colling Smith into the
ftamily he was at once taken captive by
her tranacendent charms.  She was the
sole human being who ever dared o
cengg words with him, and she always
eptrkes @l vietorloos.

A ale, jllustratinge the
hetwixt tweedledum  and  twesdledes
has Deen olten repeated, One day 2
colorcd mon, long in the employ of
Gearge Howland fell from the dock ins
o the water, Mot wishing to have his
shlp carpenters called off from theis
work fo the loss of preclous time. he

differencs

sald: “Keep still, John Briggs. and I
will pull thes oul” No soober sail
than done. John  was releassd fromm

firmbo amd advized to keep in motion
rolling ©il casks as a speciflc agalnst
taking cold, Sometime afterward the
same untowani accldent happened o
himseaslf. John Briggs administered the
= goodd adviee  regarding  sllence,
and mada the sume kind offer of as-
sislanee, which had proved effectual in
his case, bul there arcss from the wa-
ter such a wild clamor and outery for
help that “'thers was nelther hammer
noy axe nor any tool of jron heard,"
any more than @i the bullding of Sol-
omon’s temple, until after the rescned
mnn stosdd dripping on the wharf, while
hiz broad brimmed beaver foated oot
with the =bbing tlde, and & earriage
wig cnlled to take him home, with a
nurse o rub him down, and a doclor
to prescribe for him.

Oune friend wos poarticular about the
nnmes af hiz ships. There was the
“(jeorge and Suszan,'’ and the “Georgc
Howland,” and the “Ann Alexander,”
ihe name of an Irish Friend who was
traveling in this couniry amd the “Co-
rinthian,” supposed 1o refer to Paul's
epistles and the “Coleonda,”™ o pleasunt
assoviation of idezs with the diameond
mines of Hindustan, and when he
bought of Stephen Girard o merchant
vegsel named Rousseaw, it was with the
intention of fitting her for 2 whaler and
changing her name.  As apon as she ar-
rived in this port he had the flgure
head of the “infidel” chopped off and
thrawn into the mud of the dook,
where perchanee it atill repoges. While
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easting about  in  his mind for On
unexceplionahle  name he was told

the mnameé could not  be changed.
once Rousseall, always Tous-
L, He Aeclared h Was
VEry Taeh tried. which in
worldly  parlance  might  mean veary

angry or pretly madd, and talked of
gending the ship back to Philadelphia,
ihough of course hie Was AWATE that
could not be done.  This devil's bark
provisd Very lucky., and alwaye made
what the sallors call greusy VOYages,
but when her great catches were T
ported her owne pulfed oot hls cheeks
nigl emitied m conlemptuous poohl
Whets he was obliged [0 speak the
name he purposely imispronowneed 1T,
calling it KEus-o, and 1o thiz day you
will hesr people speak of Lhe old Fus-o,
She had the longest lic of any Enown
ahip, lasting from I50L to 1893, The
bracke: which supports the buost of
George  Howland, Junlor, in the city
library iz a part of the carved geroll
which usurped the Dlace under the
powsprit of the great Frenchman's
figure hesd, and has ploughed most of
ine oceans of the globe, The Ann Alex-

ander was wery unlucky., =he was
stove by n whale, and left hier hones
on an lstand in the Pacific, In the

words of Shakespeare, slightly altened:
“He eould have better spared o hetter
=hip." The loss of the Ann Alexander
must have more (han equalled the
nroney he would have pald the insor-
ance companies if he had not elected
1w ineure his ten ships himsclf
Taring o visit al the house of one of
hia chiliren, George Howland nalised
that the waltress Lad the hiceups, and
with the benevolent intention of cur-
ing her, he said in his quickest. sharp-
est, MOST peremplory voiee: “What's
that spotl on thy ares=s" He meant to
frighten her and he sucoeeded admira-
Liy, for down went teacups and Rhic-
cups in a heap 01 the floor at hia feet
for ihe mirl fainted dead away. 1t is
bistorical tiat he mever again praciiced
nis empiricsl cure for singultu= Twen=
LY venrs afterward, the wainan eald,
she had never had the hiccups Finmee
that evenlng, for il ghe ever had a
cateh in her bremth it made her think
of the spob that wnsn't On her dress,
and to =ave her life, she conldn’'t hic-
CU

Another time, turning a strest cornor
in hiz rapid walk, be cnms face to fane
'ith one of his workmen ereaping slow-
1y along with o hodfal of bricks, He
stapped and spun o qQuUATLEr of a dol-
Tar im ike air. The man deftly paught
the coin and golckly put it in This
pocket, wrhee =ees” sald hig em-
ployer, it is possible for thee to o
fnerer than a snail even when thees has
a4 hod of bricks on thy shoulder.” To
be “teaching” the moral ought to be.

thut the man “got o mMOve on,” that
lasted the rest of his mortal life, but
the probabilities are that the jimpres=
sjp1n was not os indelible ns the hic-
Cu SCare.

Very early one sUmMmer morning, this
example of all the virtues, was o hir
way to marher. at that time under City
hall, with his Inrge rovared haskel on
his arm, when he met his favorit=
grand=on coming home from a damee
after hoving “made & night of it His
imagination mot heing able to COmMpass
such an enormity, he Sioprx and puile-
lessly said: “Here's fifly cents for theds
tor getting up so early. Early rising
iz a moxt excellent habit.™

More often than the returning morn-
ing he satd 1o the children around him,
w@er yp siruil, children: Sef up sirui”
Poszeasing o modicum of the family
ohstinacy one of them inwardly ra-
zplved that szhe woull nol it unp
straight, o she didm't, and very dis-
Aatrous was the resull of despising gzoni
naviee,

Mr. Crapo tells ug thal onhe day when
he wng a little fad about seven WEATS
old he wis walking with his - fathear,
And was nueh surprised 1o hear o man
enll out acrnss the sireel “grand  up
atraight. 2rapo!™ Probably it was the
firar timme it had ever dawied on his
infani mind, that his father could nesd
porraction for any couse, and it made a
deep impresgtion on his TETNOrY.

He had n strong prejudice ngalnst to-
baces, inveighing against it in seasnn
and oul of season. His feclings Che-
vied him 5o far that he one Aay walked
up to 0 voung min, pounced npan the
vigar heé was emoking and hurled it
Inte the =sireel The vouth aaid
never n word, bub drawing another
cigar from his pocket, lighted it and
wont on his way. Liitle did the Quaker
autoerat drewm that that contumacions
hoy would be his posthumous erandaon
hy marrlsge and blow  many Jolly
wreaths of smoke in a room presided
over by his reprover’s poriralt.

Tn these days of multimillionaires it
poundz very mwoderaie o s=aY (FeorEe
Towland amasséd a fortune of & mil-
lon of dollnra, but sixty or gevenly
vears agoe o owas something to talk
abot. Perhaps he was & trifle purses
proud, ag self-made men are apt to be.
for when be wenf as “eompaniom’ 1o
hig wife on her “religions visit” to EOE-
land, and was informiesd that London
venrly mecting always paid the ex-
penges of “miniatering Fricnds.” who
came among them the sturdy Yankes
poaitively refused to accept the dona-
{igry, brusquely  remarking that he
cuesged George Howland was shle 10
mpy his own expenses Thiz created
guite n commotion, although the Fns-
lighmen cowld bul respect ihe self-re-
jant independence of his character,



Soma people thought he was almost
oo god o buslness man to sit ot the
head of New Bedford meeting.  James
B, Congdon nicknamed him Benajah
Luvehink and wrote the following lines
about him  In  “Quoker Quiddiviss
which I will utilize for my perovation.

“0Our esteemed Friend

Benajnh Luvchink—him thou knowest
deermed

Among the weightly, weightiest.
walk

And eonversation,
drzss,

He ia an lncarnated discipline

All fenrless standing at each manth's
broadside

Of queries
chargesd.

ui recently he stood within the yard

When his new ship is bullding. Lo
disenurse

He held with
man there.

Touching the merite of o mighty stick

To form the stern post, Sorrowing he

In his

manners and audl-

frony the discipline «dis-

Thomas, master work-

hinid gesn

A smoll defeet and had the mastor
callad

The spot ta view and talk the matter
a'or,

Pending the question, lo, the hour
Ty edd

Wher Friend Bennjnh must {0 meeting
S

He went, msd  duly greeted all the
TPriends;

And then wilth feantures fitted to tha
mlace,

Hiz body =eated and his mind com-
nEed].

No movement broke the solemn still-
ness thero;

Wea passed i silence the accustomed
hour,

The extended hand the pariing slznal
Eawe,

And Friend Henajah to his home
repalred.

Hiz frugal meal dispatched with guick-
ened =tep,

He songht the timbered yard; amwl on
the oalk,

Whose Imperfeciionz hod
miade,

He found the masier seated; who at
0T
Thus his
d'-.'_ll

kis trouble

emplover greeted: It will

“It will, no doubt,” Benajah quick
roenlied;
“T've thought about it all our meeting

Lime "

In aceepling the picture presented
luj:.!h& s0¢iety by Alrs, Taber, Mr. Crapo
safid:

The Old Dartmouth soclety ac-
cepts with  much  pleasure the eift
which has been =0 kindly and gracious-
l¥ bestowed. The painting has especlal
historical value jin what it repressnts,
The site of the ancient mansion of the
Howlanmddl family is the Found Eills.
When Bartholomew Gosnold salled Intoe
Buzzarda bay on his eventful voyage,
the most prominent object which met
his gaze was thiz headland rising above
ithe surrcunding territory, Frompted
by w prudent precaution for safety. and
to Euard agninst danger from hostile
Indians, he made his habitation on an
igland. Put we are told, in the nar-
rative of his vovage, that he made fre-
quent visitz to ihe mainland, and it is
Lo be pssumed that on more than one
oecasion he landed at the Round Hilis

and there  hoeld conferencos wilh  Lhe
nborlgines,
Every vosaper who enters our bhay,

on hls way o New Bedford, turns his
cyves Lo the Lwin hills which stand out
like ssntinels, challenging or inviting
a [rprrnaack,

In behalf of the Old Dartmouth His-
torical saciely [ thank the donor, The
painling shuall be prescrved among the
wvaluable pagsesziornze of the seeiety, nnd
cherished not only because of the story
It tells, but alse for the thowshiTol aod
generous spirit of the donorn,

Alr, Coapo  also said thot the Ol
Drartmouth Historical seclety was be-
comling the repository of many articles
of great loeeal interest. The officlals
bradd Coudicy Been delighted by receiving
i gift which is highly prized now, and
whirh will be more highly prized in
the future. It Ia a reminder of the
bravery amd  wvalor and devotion to
country of New Bediord men in the
Civil way, The gift comes from Post
1 of the Grand Army of the Republis.
whaose rolla contain the names of men
Trom Now Hedford snd neighboring
towns whe fought for the malntanance
of the Union,

The =ztory of the gift can best be told
by the letter which accompaniea It

Headquarters of Willlam Logan Rod-
man ozt 1, Department of Massa-
chusetts, Grand Army of the Repub-

Mg,
Dec, 14, 1504,

In pursuance of the vote of the Post,
paszed wunanimously this evening, I
herewith present te vour soclety for
preservatlon the accompanying Tramed
photographic picture of the charter
members of this Post, together with
some pamphlels and newspapers relat-
Ing to the history of the Post and to
SOTMe pub]iﬂ' evenls in which il has
hoene o minor part.



It must always be a matter of [ocal
pride in y=arg to come that in oor war
of the zreat Rebellion =0 many of our
fellow citizens responded to tho cxil of
their eountry and manfully performed
their duty to the nation and mankind,
Ttk ne lees will the saldiers and sallors
of New Bedford be esteemoed and their
memory cherlshed for the disinterested
care that they have shown during so
many years sinee the cloge of the war
in providing for needy and sufering
camprades and their widows and  or-
phittis, New Bedford haz i_!‘.L!TlFﬁ i L]
small meed of pralse from having es-
tablished in her limita the flrst post of
ithe Grand Army of the Republic
Tormed east of the state of Ohio. and
her citizens moay prowdly claim the fur-
ther distinction that of the more than
700 mosts in the enlire organization
Poar’ 1 of New Bedford has by the res-
wiarity of its meeting: and econformity
1o the rules of the order in the matisr
of reportz and the payment of dues ob-
tained a priority in the order as the
oldest eontinuously working post in ex-
isience. The time approaches when the
order will exlsr only &35 & memory.
While our rrnles are =tiill foll it 2=sams
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proper that we place in your hands
some reminder of our labors for the
welfare of our fellow citizens wha stood
with us in defense of our flag and our
free instilutions, amd, like the Foman
gladiators, say “moritur] salutanus,'™
Respectfully, =
Thomas W. Cook,
Commander of Post 1.
Tn the Old Dartmouth Historical So-
clety, New Hedford,

For years the photographs of the
charter members of this well known or-
manizgation have hung in o small frame
in the post room. ‘Cime has somewhat
Guilesd Lhe pictures, and in ocder (o pres-
serve them for future zenerotions, the
post haz at congiderable expense had
them enlarged and grouped in an at-
traciive manner by Chickering of Bos-
ton, and a large group bhas bheen made
eapecially for the kistorical soclety. A
smaller group will e hung in the poatl
nall in placre of the original pleture

With the gift was also presenbed a

rogter of the post, s history, and
records of other notable eveniz in
which William Logam BHodman post

has been the prime movers in the past,



