OLD DARTMOUTH
~ HISTORICAL SKETCHES
| No. 6

eing the proceedings of the Summer meeting of the Old Dartmouth His-
torical Society, held in the Town Hall, Fairhaven, on June 29, 1904,
- and containing the following papers :

YEARS ON THE FAIRHAVEN SCHOOL
BOARD i

by Job C. Tripp

HE TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN IN FOUR WARS
' by George H. Tripp

==

[NoTe.—The *'0ld Dartmouth Historical Sketches™ will be published by the society
time to time and may be purchased for a nominal sum on application to the Secretary].



PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

SUMMER MEETING

OF THE

OLD
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FAIRHAVEN, June 29, 1904

Mr. Crapo, the president, in opening
ithe mecting, expressed in behalf of the
officera of the society, Lheir satisfaction
and appreciation of the cordial co-op-
eration and efficlent service renderen
hy the Fairhoven memberz in promot-
ing the objects of the sociely. Referring
to the local history of Fairhaven as
full of interest and importance, he
apnke nz follows:

“Although the  grandchild of old
Dartmouth in municipal incorporation,
Fairhoaven can point to events which
transpired within it borders  which
ante-date the early doings of other
parts of the anclent town Bome who
live across the river at times speak of
Balph HRussell and Anthony Blocum,
who located at Russells Mills in 1662,
uz eurly selilers of Dartmouth; but the
distinetion of pioneer zettler belongs e
John Cooke. His name, with William
Bradford, Miles Standish and others,
styled purchasers and old-comers,, ap-
peara 28 one of the grantees in the deed

from  Wasemeguin  and  Wamsutta,
whith deed was executed in 1652, ten
years prior to the coming of Russell
and EBlocum.  John Cooke's signature
wias affixed to that deed. He was the
chief promoter and negotiator in the
purchaze, Prior to this transaction he
miust have traversed thiz region from
the Acushnet to the Acoaxel and after
ne had explored the 104 sgquare miles of
territory embraced in the grant he se-
leeted for his home the falrest spot in
Fairhaven, Oxford village, Mr. Cooke
wae a oman of prominence in his day,
halding many public offices in the town,
and his name is first on the list of thoass
who took the oath of Adelity.

But T did not come over the
hrides to tulk about John Cooke,
For wme o do 80 would be rank

pregumption. Every Falrhaven hoy
and girl in early  childhood is
tauzht the story of John Cooke, and a
knowledge of his career i8 essential fo
eligibility for membership in the Tm-



provement society., 1 have mentioned
him to demonstrate Lthat  Fairhaven
car g0 back as far in antlguily as any
of Lthe neighboring towna,

The earliest local econtroversy of
which we have knowledge i connected
with the eastern boundary of old Dart-
mouth, the dividing line betwesn Fair-
haven and Mattapolzetl, The deed
[rom the Indians in this respect was
vague and indefinite. It described the
easl boundary line as three miles eazl
of the Acushnet river, But from what
Point on the river should the thres
milezg be measured? If meagured from
some point on Seonticut Neck near the
bay, instead of from Fort Phoenix, the
territorial area of the grant would be
mueterlally increased. This early lad to
a dispule between the Indians und the
settlers. The dispute was carried io
Plymouth, and wear after vear came
before the Plyvmouth court, to the great
annoyance of the eourt, At last, in
1667, to be rid of the malter, as the record
#ayE, the court directed that TRohert
Hazzard of Rhode Island should run
the Mine and report, and if he could not
be procured that John Cobb of Taun-
tom shouid perform the work. This
was done, and the next vear after diue
congideration and 1o end the controe-
Versy, the court ordered that the three
miles be measured from the river, and
Aot from the bay, and Lthat the tree
thai had been the bhound =sn long the
COUrt BAW no reason to change, and
that the inhabitants must rest satis-
fied therewith, The Inference from the
record is thal the Fairhaven men of
that day wanled all that bhelonged to
Lthem, and were insisient in effortz to
BRecure i, But what concerns us to-
night is whether the site of that hlack
oak free 18 known, and if known,
whether the selectmen of Falrhaven
and Mattapoisett, who are requoired by
statute Lo perambulate at stated times
the town lines, have marked the apot
wilh a suitable and permanent monu-
ment.

The dispositlon and temper of the
men  of Falrhaven from the earliest
days has been that of independence In
thought and action, an unyielding stub-
hornness in the maintenance of their
opinions, and a readiness to contend Tor
what they helleved to be right, Thers
are many incidents in the loral history
of the town confirming thizs estimate
of Falrhaven character, ¥You have read
the story of the first naval conflict of
the War of the Revolution, which oo-
curred in the outer harbor of the Acugh-
net, when Captain Nathaniel Pope of
Fairhaven, in the sloop Success, recan-
tured two wvessels which the Britlgh
gloop of war Faleon had selzed and
fitted out with Tritish officers and scn-
men for the work of plunder plong our
coast, Their capture by Captain Pope

wad an exploit as worthy of admirvafion
as  any achieved by Major Fearing.
When the news reached the peace-lov-
ing people living on the west side of
the river, they were horrified at the an-
dacity of the act. They said there had
been no formal declaration of war, that
Capiain Pope and his men had no com-
migsion from any authorized body, that
the act wonld provoke the regsentment
of Great Britain, and the Faleon, then
at anchor in Tarpaulin Cove, would
come up Lthe river and burn their dwell-
Ings and deatroy their shipping, They
insisted that the HEritish oficers and
sailors who were held as prisoners by
Captain Pope must be ar once released
and sent back to the Faleon, that it
might avert disaster and reduce the se-
verily of the punishment for such an
illegul act. The Fairhaven men de-
murred and stoutly refused, but fear-
ful that the peace sentiment of Bedford
village might prevail, they marched the
British by night to Taunton and lodged
them in the jall., Neither international
law nor humanitarianism could prevail
against the Fairhaven sense of patriot-
ism,

Another  illustration of Fairhaven
apirit is found at the time of the po-
litical controverasy that preceded the
war of 1812, FFairhaven favored wap
with Great Dritain, New Bedford op-
posed the war. The west slde of the
river, with its larger population, con-
trolled the affairs of the town. Fair-
haven could not endure the mild-man-
nered Quaksars of New Bedford, and =o
it secedrd and zet up housekeeping on
its own account,

In my boyhood there were differences
of opinfon and contentions between the
New Bedford bove and the Fairhaven
hoys. I remember the conflicts when
the river was frozen over, and New
Bodford bove used to go over thers in
numhbers, while the TFalrhaven boys
would meet them midway the stream,
each party determined to drive the other
hack and invade their tervitory, and both
determined to resist to the death, There
were many tumbles on the ee and nu-
merous brofses and much rough en=-
counter, In those days the New Bedford
boys somelimes called the Fairhaven
bowys “Corsicans™ in tones of reproach,
the epithet being the survival of an
earlier period, when the star of the bel=
ligerent Napoleon was in Lhe ascendeni.

But whatever animosity exigted be-
iween the bove, there was no antagon-
i=m between the New Bedford boys and
Lthe Fairhaven girle, The old toll bridege
recsived many, many fares from ardent
MNew Tedford vouths who crossed Lhe
river to npay their adorations to the
pretty Fairhaven girla, Such ias the soft-
ening, subduing influence of woman.

One of the obstacles which the =iu-
dent of early loeal history encounters



ig the seoming improbability or incon-
sistency of the early narratives when
the light of recent years ig thrown up-
on them, For example, Gilbert Archer
wias Lhe journalist and historian of the
Gosnold expedition. He chronicled what
took place on the wvoyvage and he re-
corded what oceurred on the land. Mo
one doubis the accurocy of Archer's
narrative,. He was not glven to falzifica-
tion orF exaggeration. We know that
Gosnold and his vovagers landed on the
mainland, where they had many inter-
viewsa with the Indians, There were o
Indiang on Cattyhunk., We know they
came up Lthe Acushnet and Apponegan-
setl rivers, and doubtless they landed
un the Fairhaven side of the Acushnet.
Archer relatez that the Indians they
met here had articles made of copper,
trinkets and crude implements. The
Englishmen were curious to léarn
where the copper came from, thinking
they might be enriched hy the knowl-
edge of the deposit. Thev interrogated

Fifty Years on

the Indians, who replied by taking a
stick and making a hole In the ground
and then pointing downwards, indleat-
ing that the copper came from the
earth, But where? No one supposes
that any of Massasoit's tribe of In-
diang went to Montana for their copper.
But where dld they obtain  it?
That question has puszled historians
for mnore than 36 vears,

A few weeks ago the Morning Mer-
cury with sensational headlines made
the startling announcement that cop-
per had been excavated in Fairhaven,
Thiz seemed to be a conflirmation of
Archer’s narrative and to promise 2
selution of the mystery. But alas! the
Evening Standard rudely crushed our
exultntion with the gtatement that the
copper found was pothing but  the
remnants of an old copper kettle, T.et
uz hope thot some Fairhaven member
af the 0] Dartmouth Higstorical Socie-
ty will vet reveal the secrel and tell us
where the Indians found their copper,

the Fairhaven

School Board

By Job C. Tripp

In giving this company some account
of the Fairhoven town schools in the
olden time, my narratlve must necea-
garily be incomplete, for although my
memory runs back to 18356 and since
that time I have been connected with
the schools either as scholar, prudential
committes or achool committes, this
comnection has been g broken ong, The
most I can hope to do iz to glve yon
some hint or illustration here and there
from which you can estimate the apiril
nf the times and the steady advance
made since then. As this paper is
largely filled with my own experiences,
please pardon the perzsonal element that
appears. In the early time the beszt
schools were the privale schools. My
first recallection of school life was when
I went ag a little boy to a private pri-
mary school kept by a wvoung lady.
Her mode of punishment wag peculiar,
The naughty boye were compelled to sit
on o seat with a girl, It is only recent-
l¥ that this teacher has passed away.
T me it s=ema Atrange and hardly pos-
aible that my first achool teacher ahould
have lived ‘to such an advanced age.

Later on I attended in 1840 the pablic
intermediate school located on the north

gide of Centre street opposite the TTnita-
rian church parsonage, where schools
had been established for the primary
and intermediate grades. Thiz was Lthe
first school house of any  pretensions
erected in Falrhaven and was bullt by
the firm of Fish & Robinson in the
early thirties I Lhink.

It iz astonishing how the mind will
g0 back and remember lttle things of

the most irivial importance while
mettera of note al the time are en-
tirely blotted from remembrance, At

thisz school it was the custom in the
morning to read short selections from
the New Testament at the dictation of
the teacher. A young and green Irish
boy struggled with his verse one morn-
mg and then rendered it "And he arose
and rebuked the wind and said unto
the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind
ceaged and there was a great CLAM.™
The roar of laughter and the apparent
earnestness of the boy and his subse-
gquent confuslon are still with me. On
another occaszion al the close of an
afterncon seszion, the teachey Informe-
ed the pupils that at that precize mo-
ment in London, England, Queen Vieto-
rin and Prince Albert of Germany were



Leing married by the Archbishopof Cane-
terbury at Royal chapel, 8t James, in
the presence of the nobility and aristoc-
racy of England, Although this was
B4 years ago, this inclident was vividly
impressed upon my mind and has re-
mained there with full force to this day.
The personallty of the teacher, the still-
ness in the room, the words spoken and
even the bright sunshine streaming in
through Lhe weatern windows  1n this
grhool T have no recollection in connedo-
tion with either scholar or teacher other
than the two incidents named

A short time after thiz a private
schonl was eatablished In the old
aeademy at the Fairhaven end of the
New Bedford bridee. Lewis Bartlett
was teacher, and a most excellent one.
Children over the primary grade were
tanght, but mostly children requiring
the higher grammar grades, The
achool wae so fully attended that a new
gehool house was built on Spring strect
ie accommodate the increasing nuam-
bers, One af the roomsa woas devoted o
the hoya under Mr. Bartlett. The other
room for girls under Mrs. Bartlettl.

Ther: wus at Lhiz school a dark
calored  (almost  black)  boy  with
straight black hair, shy and gquiet in his
demeanor, alwavs gentle and polite and
profoundly  interested in hiz studies
from hiz A B {'s to the higher mathe-
maties,  including navigalion. The
gtory of this Japanese youth, Nakaha-
miu Mungern, and how he was rescued
with hiz ship wrecked companions from
a lone rock m the China seas by
Captain Whitfleld of this town, how he
was educated by the captain in the best
siehools, how he returned to his native
landd at the risk of his lfe, how he was
finally promoted by the Japanese nation
to positiona of power and honor and
the important part he probably played
in connection with Commodors Perry of
the United States navy in opening the
ports of Japan to the world, thus
showing how the world l8 indebied to a
New England country school for the
congnmmation of such  important re-
gultz, reads like a fairy tale.

It was a short time after thiz and In
conzequence of the gomd resullts =pring-
ing [rom the Bartlett school that the
citizens volted to have a public grammar
school, which was estahlished in 1842 in
the upper story of the new school house
formerly refererd to, under excellent
teachers, one of whom is still living in
town. The achool was a succesz, This
was the Inst school that T attended In
Fairhaven.

Later on in 1852 action was taken by
the town to establish a high school
The building [ormerly occupied by the
Methodist church near the new bridge
was bought for that purpose and has
been wsed ever aines; but at present s
found to be inadequate to meet the

wants of the increasing numbers who
apply for admittance.

1 think my earliest conpection with
the town school system was in 1864 in
the district school period and when the
town house was placed half way be-
tween the vwillage and the Head of Lhe
River, to accommodote that part of the
town which ig now Acushnet and which
gince then has been set off as an inde-
pendent township,. Beilng a young man
at that tims vight in the helght of (ha
know-nothing  political movement T
wasg amazed at my election by that
party Az chairman of the town school
commilles, When at this meeting an
appropriation for schools wag asked
for all eves were turned on meé, A Man
who had no practical knowledge as to
the wants of the schoois, I never felt
in my life =0 much llke a veritable
ktow nothing as 1 did then; bul a man
behind me punched me in the ribs and
gnid in a low voloe, “Ask for §6000." T did
go, fully expecting the motion would be
defeated, but to my aurprise up went a
zep of hands in rezponse and the motlon
was carried. This sum was congidered
extravagant by some of the cit-
fzens, as it was considerably
in exces: of former appropriations,
but remember, this sum was glven for
all the schools in nineteen school dis-
tricts within the bounds of the present
towns of Falrhaven and Acushnet. Tha
appropriation for Fairhaven alone Lhis
vear iz FLE T

The school aystem then was governed
by twn heads, one of which was the
sohool committee chosen by the town,
whose duty wag to have nominal charge
of the achools, Lo arrange its curricu-
lum, decide upon text books, to divide
or apportion the appropriation among
the wvarions districts. If necessary to
examine the teachers and to render
annually a report of their doings to the
town.

The other head was the prudential
committee man, chosen by the district,
who selected the teachers, looked after
the repalrs and supplies for the school
houge and attended to prodential
affairs generally, With this unwise
and complicated system, it may be im-
agined that friction would arise he-
tween the two constituted heads.

The men selected for the latter posi-
tlon were not generally of a high intel-
lectunl order. Men were chosen who
were considersd  practical and who
vwould he gaparing in expenditures, Godod
emart glrl teachers were usually seleci-
ed wilth but Httle or no previous train-
ing for teaching, who boarded arcund
and who were paid from §18 to $24 per
month.

It was gsometime during the [flies
that 1 man filling the office of proden-
tinl committes in one of the northern
districts of the town hecame dig=atls-



fied with a teacher whom he had en-
gaoged for a winter term and went ao
far ag to claim the right of dischareg-
ing the teacher and closing the school
He locked up the gchonol house; but the
achool committee of the town advised
the inhabitants toe open the achool house
and alzo advized the teacher to finish
hig school, which he did. Bul the pria-
dential committes man would not
approve his bill for wages and g0 it was
brought before the town meeting in
March, A member of the school com-
mittee made a simple statement of the
facts to the mesting and a motion to
pay the teacher was promptly adopted.

A declaion (11 Pickering—260) gays the
prudential committes of a school dizs-
trict in hiring a teacher for a district
echool act as apentz of the town and
not the district, and his claim (the
teachers) is not upon the latter but up-
on the former.

Tn the fortics the school commilies
were gevers in their reports on the nig-
gardly expenditures for school parposes,
and the total lack of necessary equip-
ment in Lthe school rooms, especially in
the eountry districts. Seats for the

children. built =0 high that their
feet could not  reach  the  floor;
some of them with no backs,

veritahle instruments of torture; soggy
wond ta burn in the atoves, for
many of the school housges had no wood
sheds and zome of them with no oat-
houses, No vestibule or enlry, or if any
were provided so cramped In accommo-
dation that hats, eapg and coats were
hung around the walls of the school
room. MNo school librarvies, The school
houses were placed as near the centra of
the districts as possible and generally
in meost unattractive places. The houses
were altogether too small and cramped
for room, unpalnted, most unsightly and
unattractive., with bare white washed
walls excepl where the plastering had
fallen awny., Low in the walls, from
T feet 4 inches to 8§ feet, no ventilation
except through the cracks in the poor
finor and the open windows; the only
adoroment, that made by the boy's
jack knives., The lots provided for the
hongea were in most every CAase cramp-
ed, allowing no room for playgrounds, 2o
the children were abligped efther to use
private grounds adjoining or the public
road. Tn one case the school house just
coverad the whole lot. Is it any wonder
that the children had colds, coughs and
headachesz, and that often times they
were stupid and duall in the fetid atmo-
sphere? Was it strange that the averige
attendance was only 60 to 75 per
cent of the number of children enrolled?
It it any wonder that the parents did
ot wigit such unattroctive places? The
peaple in putting up their barns provid-
e better accomodation for their horses
than they did in the school houses for

their children. The object semed to be
i see how little money could be ex-
pended to build something called o
gchool house,

The prevaillng cry was economize and
reduce taxes, The achonl house here in
the village was placed on awampy
ground, the cellar usually fAlled with
water, while the only method of venti-
latlon was the open windows, The
achonl committese felt that their office
was o thanklezs one, the most popular
committer being those who would say
nothing, spend nothing and do nothing,

The friction and jealousy already
alluded to wasz exemplified on the school
committes board of 1848 when rwo In-
dependent school reporlts were issued,
ons from the two members at the north
end of the town and one from the re-
maining thres members at the south
end, This jealousy was not allayed
until the town was divided later on.

It wasg my duty one day to vi=it a
country school some miles away where
there were some thirty scholors under a

male teacher. I dined with the pru-
dential comimittes Iman. I 3 £
pressed some  complimentary ri-
marks about the teacher when

I was surprised at his retort, that
the teacher was very unsatisfactory,
a0 much 80 that he would not be reen-
gaged aller thiz term. I never saw or
heard of the prudential committes man
afterwards but the teacher, who was
afterwards chosen by his people in the
neighborhood to represent them in the
gtate leglslature, who was appointed to
high and trying poszitionz by this com-
monwealth and afterward chosen to an
honorable pozition in one of the chief
cities of this state and was alwaye
found fully egual to fill with satisfocs
tion these dificult and trying positions,
ought to have been good enough and
capable enough for the llttle country
schogl. 1 think he was, and that the
prudential committee with his limited
and narrow views was mistaken.
About this thme one of the board of
gchool commities was also a member of
Lthe board of overseers of the poor. He
acted as the commissary of that depart-
ment and bought & barrel or =0 of sugar
for the Alms house at wholesale price,
Ar the guantity was larger than usual
he took o portion for his own family at
the same price. Somehow the transac-
tion got out and the report got round
town thal this school commities man
wias using Lhe poor house sugar, which
of course was not true, hut he could
never he chosen again on either board.
He was a man very closge and economi-
cal in all buginess matters but of In-
tegrity, and honest to a cent,. T after-
ward at a town cauwcus, largely attend-
ed, made o special appeal for his rein-
statement and challenged any one In
town to preduce any evidence as to



hiz dishonesty. There was no reply in
words but I was voted out of sight.
When I think of this incident T also am
impressed with the saving, "What a
great matter a little fire kindleth,™

The school comimittes in these former
days were often called upon to perform
many duties which now fall upon the
zunerintendent, especially in matters of
discipline. I remember in particular an
lgnorant and disselute Irishman, but re-
cently arrived, whose boys were a terror
to the zehool and nelghborhocd. When
T complained to him about the wayward
acts of his children he replied “Ah, Mr
Tripp, they don't know how to ran the
schools here as they do in the auld
counthree."” I had no better epcourages-
ment from one of our Yankee citizens
whose numerous sons were a continual
disturbance. He said that the school
commillee were remiss in their dulies
and made great miztakes in not offer-
ing prizes for good behavior,

The committee were often cramped
for money. Some of the citizen=s
strongly objected to any raise In
teachers' snlories. One of them in open
Lown meeting made the charge that the
gchool teachers marched round town
dreszed like queens.

The zchool district aystem was abaol=
izhed in 1868, Tt was hard for some few
citizens to glve It up. One of the
cranky gpeakers in Lown meeting denied
that the school could be carried on by
the school commities and that the pru-
dentlal system would =t be continued
in this town, for Fairhaven had not
accepted the act: but he lived long
enough to find out that neither he nor
the town could defy the commonwenlth
of Massachusetts.

But prior to the new system now vest-
ed In the school commitiee, districts
numbers twelve and thirteen, ashamed
of their poor, shabby and limited
accomimadations  for school purposes,
made a desperate effort to have a new
achonl house built with modern im-
provements and equipment. Saveral
avening meetings were held at the old
Erammar #chool house on Centre streest,
The attendance wasg large, the interest
intense, the excitement out of the ordi-
nary and some of the language used

wouldn't bear printing, Both the advo-
cates and their opponents were well
represemnied,

Some trouble on the start was found
In the choice for a chairman, but finally
Deacon Lemuel Tripp, whosze standing
and respectability was unguestioned,
was chosen. A number of the ungodly
and irreverent were there to see the
show. Al this juncture one of the wags
sung outl, “"Now old man go ahead,”
The meeting burst out in a roar of
laughter in which the chairman, who
apprecinted the humor of the situation
joined. He finally declined to =zerve,
when a new chairman was chosen, and
the debare went on. It resulted in a
vote to build a new school house and
appropriote the sum of $10,000 therefor.
The next step was to procure the
moeney. The committee called upon
James Arnold of New BHaedford, who
promised to furnish it, thus making the
way smooth for the completion of the
whole affair, but geveral of the citizens
of meang in this distriet felt that the
district tax would be burdensome,
Mathan Church, by far the wealthicst
Frian in  town called upon  MMr,
Arnold and upon his repre-
sentation that the losn wWas
& dangerous one, as a number of
citizens would refuse to pay their dis-
trict taxes except under legal compul-
Rioh, Mr. Arnold finally reconsidered hias
action and the wWhole matter fell
throtigh: and it was as well in view of
the generous action shown afterward
by a noted graduate of the Fairhaven
High achool in providing princely ac-
commadationsg to meet the cducational
wants of the whole town and a large
portion of the towns of Mattaposisett
and Acushnet as well

And now in closing it is only fair to
gay that these schools of olden time
both private and public produced re-
sulte far reaching, and from them there
have gone out over all our country and
in foreign lands men and women noted
in the profession of teaching medicine
and engineering, in the arts, architec-
ture and painting, in business, financs,
commerce and manufacturing, in ofMfeial
pozitions in army and navy, greatly to
the credit of the town.



The Town of Fairhaven in Four Wars

By George H. Tripp

Among the valued relics preserved in
the rooms of our society are various
arrow heads, spoons and cooking uten-
glls dug up on the site of Cooke's garri-
aon, one of the three places of refuge
for the few residents of the old Dart-
mouth of 1675, Around thiz spot cluster
the few ihcidents of Falrhaven's first
War.

Although Dartmouth suffered severe-
¥ in King Philip's war, the relatlons
between the white settlers and the In-
dians had been amicable, and the Dart-
mouth engagement, slgned Sepl. 4, 1671,
by forty or fifty Indiane living near the
lown of Dartmouth, had been in the
mein observed. In Lthis pledge they had
promigsed to behave faithfullyr and
friendly towards the whites.

But the spirit of unrest was abroad.
King Philip's bruial treatment by the
Flymouth authorities had aroused a
spirit of revenge, and it was necessary
to prepare for defence.

By the old military law of the Ply-
mouth colony passed in 1688, every
freeman was provided with arma and
ammunition and furnished with two
pounds of powder and tenm pounds of
bullets.

In 1667 Bergeant James =Bhaw -wvas
sent to exerciae the inhabitants in
ELrITLS,

The town of Dartmouth, which had
been Incorporated in 1664, had three
garrisons, namely Russell’'s, Cooke's,
and one on Palmers izland.

On the outbreak of hostilities in the
second month of the war, July 1673,
Dartmouth was almost immediately de-=
glroyed, thirty houses left In ruins and
the Inhabitants {lesing 1o the garrisons
for shelter. As told by Dr. Increase
Maother, "Middleboro and Dartmouth
did they burn with fire and barbarously
murdered hoth men and women,
atripping the =zlain, whether man or
woman, and leaving them in the open
field az noked as they were born, Such
Alsc is their inhumanity, they flayed oIl
the skin from the fares and heods of
those they get into their hands, and ;o
away with the halry scalpg of their
enemles,""

Beepuze of the maintenance of garri-
sons, noe acldiers  were oalled upon
from Darimouth during the war, John
Cooke and hls family with others were
saved, taking refuge al Lthe garrison,
but four of five of the people living on
this side of the river were' killed.

Ensign Jacoh Mitchell, a nephew of
John Cooke, with hizs wife Susannah

and her brother John Pope, were killed
early in Lthe morning as they were rid-
Ing, Jacob and his wife on one horse,
[rom the blockhbouse at the head of
Sconticut neck to the garrison. This
block house was 100 feet (rom Lhe MMat-
tapoisett road and was buoilt in 1653
The log house of Thomas Pope, who
had a grist mill and carried on trading
with the Indians, was near the block
house, Thesze people were Killed just
back of the gite of the Tnitarian
church on Washington strest, only a
few hundred yards from here, Their
children had been sent on the alter-
noon before and were safe,  William
Palmer. a recently elected selectman,
was also among the Killed. He was of
the Palmer family Lhat owned Palmers
island,

The Indians of Dartmouth did not
have any hand in these atrocities, and
the leaderas of the whiles, Captain Eels
and Ralph Earl, persuaded them to put
themselves inlo their hands for protec-
tlon from the other Indians, Thi=z they
did; and were marched, 160 in number,
Lo Plymouth. But the Plymouth au-
thorities, anxious [or revenge, disre-
garded the ureent appeals for clemency
made by Captain Church, Eels and
Harl, and sold them all inte slavery
and transported them out of Lhe coun-
try. The result was that the Indians
remalining were rendered bitterly hos-
tile, and the settlement at Dartmouth
had to be abandoned, the people fleeing
to Rhode Izland and to Plymouth for
safety.

A= a direct result of the hardship
endured by Dartmouth, the Plymouth
colony exempied from taxation for
four yearsg after pepce was declared all
resldents of this vicinity, and no sol-
diers were called for to serve during
lhe war., In fact, so liberal was the
government that '"persona malmed in
King Philip's war received a certaln
sum of money, a lucrative liguor 1i-
cense, and an annual pension for life™
The bitter sufferings of the people of
0Old Dartmouth had more than loeal
interest since the Irish Christians =ent
over a fund of £124 1bs. for the relietf
of those who had suffered during the
war, and of this amount, Dartmouth
recefved £22 more than any single
town except Rehoboth,

The court at Plymouth gave its in-
terpretation of the extinction of the
Dartmouth =settlement In an order of
Oet, 14, 16756, in which “taking into their
sxrious consideration the tréemendoos



dispengations of God townrds the prople
of Dartmouth—the enemy being greatly
advantaged thereunto by their seatier-
ing way of living, do therefore order,
that in the rebuilding and resettling
thereof, that they go order It, as to
live compact together—1o defend them-
selves fromn the assault of the enemy,
and Lthe better to  attend Lhe public
worship of God, and ministry of Lhe
Waord of God, whoze carelezsness Lo
obtain and attend unto, we fear may
have been a provocation of God to thus
chaslise thelr contempt of hiz gospel.”
Then followed an earnest appeal o re-
form their ways, to put forth a vigorous
pndeavor to gecure a falthful dispenser
of the word of Qod amonget them, and
any neglect would not be permitted in
the future by the couart

Zlowly the settlers returned and 1e-
built, we trugt more “compact,” but
the preacher selected did not suit the
Plymonth authoritieg, and for 6GfLy

yoors there was confliet with the col-
onial theocracy., The only relle of the
regothering of the settlers after King
Philip's war iz the chimney of the An-
niz house, built by Thomas Taber, a
son-In-law of John Cooke, and npnow
ztanding at Oxford directly east of the
Burgess housea.

During a4 hundred wears of peace
Fairhaven which included Acushnel buat
wag still a part of New Bedford grow
glowly. Probably if Joseph Rotch had
heen able to buy ghore property at a
reasonable rate, his business wonld
have been carried on from this side of
the river, and the comparative size of
the two communities have been re-
versed: but ghore prices then ag now
were prohibitive, and New Bedford bDe-
came the ¢hiefl whaling port of the
world.

At the time of the Boston Port bill
and the obnoxious Lax regulations
passed by parliament, Dartmouth patvi-
atically assumed her share; as in a
town meeting of 1774 1t was resolved not
to "purchasze any goods manufactured
in Great Britain and Ireland fimported
after thia day. and to buy no goods of
hawkers or peddlers. No forelgn
teas were t0 he used, no flax to be sent
Lo foreign marketa, and they voted to
raige money for congress hy subscrib-
tion. They later started o private sub-
geription for aid to the poor of Boston,
sulfering by Lthe Porl bill.

At the beginning of the Revolution
there were eighty whaling vessels in the
Dartmouth fleet. Permits were reéquired
of veszelg going out leat they sell oil to
Greal Dritoin, Owners were reguired
to Zive security.

No whallng was allowed without per-
mits, and many small wvessels were
egquipped for defence and offence, a8
the sloop Friendship; sloop Warren, the
privatesr with four 4-pounders, fwo

10

Japounders, and fAfty men; privatecr
FPrudence, Captain Willilam Stoddard,
and many others. The legislature voted
to station 75 men here for defence and
L300 was put Into the hands of Hon.
Walter Spooner. On  the 28th of
Mareh, 1076, Willlam  Tallman  was
chozen commissary, Benjamin Dilling=
ham captaln, Manazsah Hempton firse
lientenant. ‘Walter Spooner was di-
rected o procure ten old  whaleboads.
for the defence of the nelghboring izl=
amdz, The commiz=zary general was di-
rected to furnish 26 rounds for each of
the six cannon at the fort, which had

recently been built at Nolzcot  (Fort
FPhoenix).
Captain  Benjamin  Dillingham and

Eleazer Hathaway directed the wark of
building this fort, which was begun
aomelime before June 1775 and was Twio
years in building. There had previous-
¥ been a fort, probably a relle of In-
dian warfare on the site of the Beacon,
and called on the map of 1762, Fort
Ruins, whether az a title or stating a
condition iz a question,

On December T, 1776, Colonel Craft
was ordered to detach a lieutenant and
twenty matroszes Lo be statloned at the
Fort. The garrizon was kept up by re=
inforcements for from three  to five
maonthe,

The warlike energles of the people of
this section were not confined to de-
fensive operationz. Probably the first
naval engagement of the Revaolution oe-
curred In Bugzards bay mnot far Crom
West island, and was engineered by
Falrhaven men. an Inecident not men-
tioned In school histordes, but fully as
worthy of note a8 many events there
recorded,

Early in May, 1775, a month before the
battle of Bunker Hill, Danlel Egery and
Captain Pope headed an expedicion, se-
cret becauze of Lthe scruples of many of
the inhabitants, which recaptured two-
sloops, one belonging to Wareham,
which had been taken by the British
gloop of war Falcon, OCaplain Linzee
of the Faleon had captured the sloops
at New Redford, and intended to zend
them to Marthas Vinevard to freight
sheep to Boston, but Egery recaptured
them with fifteen men aboard, thres
men of the Faleon being wounded, one
mortalky. Thirteen prisoners  were
ciaptured and sent to Cambridge zecret-
ly, aa an effort was made by the
Quakera of New Bedford through
writ of habeas corpus to counteract
the results of this truly Hevolutionary
act, and relurn the prigoners with an
apelogy, but thelr pacific efforts were in
valn, and the first naval prisoners of
the Revolution were sent to headguar-
ters from Fairhaven.

Among those who took part were Ben-
Jamin Bpooner, Noah Stoddard, of later
privateering fame, Barnabas Hammond



and abouwt thirty others, =ailors amnd
rangers. The whaole exploil was quite
dramatic; the news brought by a soli-
tary horseman, selecting a crew of 20
from fifty eager volunteers, sailing from
Lthe Fairhaven wharf at nine In the
eyvening, the crew concealed below decks
to allay suspicion, signals given by
tapping on deck by the helmsman., Thoe
whale gtory as narrated in the Pope
manuscript, and fully told in Ellia's
Hligtory iz most interesting and thriil-
ing.

In 1778 Captain Timothy Ingrahanm,
28 wyearas old, was in command of the
fort, The armament consisted of len
or eleven guns from 13-pounders down
to one §-pounder.  In all about 58 men
constituted the garrizon.  Lleutenant
Fosler was second in command, On the
fifth of September Worth Bates, a fizh-
erman living in New Bedford, reported
at the fort that General Gray's fleet
was approaching, Three guns were lired
from the f[ort to give the alarm, and
dispatehes sent to Howland's  Ferry,
There were 23 casks of powder at the
fort, twenty having been received a few
days before from New Bediord,

Of the landing at Clarks cove and the
march through New Bedford we will not
speak excepl to say that the object of
the expedition which was to “extermin-
ate some nestas of small  privateers
which abounded in the rivers and
crecks of Buzzards bay,” seems to have
been fully accomplished, as 24 store
houses and two rope-walks were de-
slroved, and some sevenly vossels burn-
sl and sunk, some of*which lay at the
bottom of the river for over fifty veara.
Most of these vessels were privateers,
E‘!th of them veszelz from 200 to 30

ns, :

By moonlight the 4000 British troops
marched around the Head of the River,
provably among them being Major
Andre. They were gulded by the Tory
Eldad Tupper. The first housze on the
Falrhaven =side which was destroyed
wag on the west side of the road, oc-
cunied by Colonel BEdward Pope. Next
o the east side was the house of
Stephen Hathoway, who sending his
children into the wonds and hiding his
gilver spoons in the well, calmly awalil-
ed results. The enemy pried hiz desk
open with their bayonets to find money,
but with little succesz, On receiving
aome courtesy from the Captain of the
company, Mrs. Hathaway furnizhed a
luneh to her unwelcome visitors, The
next house visited was that of Thomaos
Hathaway which ~eccupied the site of
the Taura Keene house of later davs,
A nephew of Mr. Hathaway trying to
eacape with =ilver in & chest was Te-
lleved of the silver, also hiz watch, and
only ezcaped being carried off az a
prigzoner by bribing one of the soldiers
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with cne of the two palrs of breeches
in which he had thoughtfully encased
himself.

When the column reached the house
of Bartholomew West, the old gentle-
muan was in bed, and his housekeeper
had to carry him out of the house and
lean him up against a tree to gave his
lite, as the house was destroved. This
place waz on the site of the John Cook
house, From thiz house was taken the
famous West Bible which is =till in the
posgession of the 46th regiment, the
ke of Cornwall's, as their most valu-
ed relic, and one of the many Elbles on
which tradition says that Washingoon
took an oath of Masonry., At Richard
Deiano's house furniture was destroy-
e@d, The store of Obed Hathaway
opposite the Dana place and filled with
East Indla goods was burned, als- a
achool houge next to the site of the
George I, Taber house. The next
house visited was that of Zeruiah Wood
on Adams street. At Thomas Taber's
house between the prezent Washington
and Spring streels, milk was furnished
by the family to the soldiers who wan-
tonly destroyved the pans after satisfy-
ing thet= thirst, and coals were drag-
ged out of the fire place on  the
floor, bul the family extinguizhed the
flames and saved the house.

At the John Alden house, near the
junction of the Mattapoisett and
Seonticut  Neck roads, oxen  wers

hitched ready to carry away the houses-
hold goods to a place of security, but
the owner possessing a amall store and
being called upon to supply a neighbor
with some rtum, the slight delay al-
lowed the British to capture the oxen,
which later flgured in a barbecue at "he
end of Secontleut neck.: The last place
visited before they embarked was the
John West house, whose chimney wis
but recently demolished, where the only
depredation was the killing of a pig.
They re-embarked near Daniel Deane’s
house on the Neck, but did not sail un-
til Monday.

A part of the fleet had landed troops
at West izsland, where they supposed
that sheep would be oblained, but the
militia under Manassah Kempion were
ready for them, and threw up entrench-
mentg for defence, On the evening of
Lthe game day a detachment wus lunded
at Bconticut neck for the purpose of
destroving the fort. An eye-wilness
named Macomber says that they wore
saomewhat delayed  with  their light-
horse and artillery by the marsh, east
of the fart. The garrigon fired two guns
at thelr approach, spiked the cannon,
and retired to the low wall al the north
of the fort, having previously laid a
glow matech and retreated with flying
colorg, At the wall one of their num-
ber was wounded by a British volley.

O gaining possezsion of the fort the



BEritish knocked the trunnlons off ilhe
cannon, destroved the barracks, burned
the gun carriages and platforms, and
hlew up the magazines., The next day,
Sunday, boats from the flect made an-
other landing at Fairhaven with the
purpose of destroving wessels on the
docks, and completing the devastalion
af the village, They would have becn
completely suceessful were it not for
the gallantry of Major Israsl Fearing,
who, in spite of the timidity of his sua-
perior officers, made a stand with his
small force of 100 to 160 men, threat-
ened with his sword any whoe might
falter, and prepared for active defence,

Some damage had been done Lo the
few storehouses near the waler [ront,
and the village zeemed doomed., but
when the DBritlsh approached within
easy gun shot a terrifle volley wae fired
from the place of Fearing's company,
which completely routed the enemy,
who fled to their boats and rowed back
to the fléet.

Some few houses in the town showed
for vears the evidence of the shot-
marks of the enemy; among them the
Killey REldridge hous=e on Eldrides lane,
and the Calvin Delano house on Waler
gtreet. One building which was set on
fire belonged to Captain Tsaac Sher-
man: the fire atarted in the cellar,
which was filled with rum taken from
a prize, but Captain Nathaniel Pope
and others put the fire out before |t
did much damage. Daniel Ricketzon in
hias “History of New Bedford™ says that
the act of Major Fearing merits a
stotue from the inhabltants of Fair-
hoven.

It is worth while at thiz time to give
the story of one of the cannon which
waus in service at the fort at this time.
Thiz gun was taken from Maszau by
the warship Alfred, which sailed in
February, 1777, from Delaware bay on
a privateering cruise, among the offi-
cers on board belng Paul Jones, This
wvesge] entered Nassau harbhor in March,
captured many military stores and a
hundred eannon, and took off General
Brown, ocling governor, as prisoner,
Zhe landed at New London 34 days from
the time of starting.

Captain Nathaniel Pope secursd this
cannon, and it was set up at the fort
after the trunnions had been knocked
off by the RBritish, as told above, It
was 2ot up at the corner of Willlam
nnd Water streets, and remuained there
until 1832, when Unfion wharf was bullt,
then it wos ploced at the Four Corners,
near its pregent location, where it staid
until 1846, when it wag moved to the
foot of Washington street, then Lo
Union atreet to the north of the Pope
house, In 1ERE, through the efforts of
Captain Alexander Windsor and others,
it was placed in its present permanent
position. The Improvement association
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placed upon it in 1885 4 tablet giving itz
hiatory.

On the 1st of December, 1778, the term
of service of the garrison at the fort
had expired, and In the succecding
February the selectmen petitioned the
council and the house of representsa-
lives at Boston for protection. In an-
swer Captaln Crafts was sent with
twenty men under Lieutenant Wililam
Gordon. April 2 o small fleet from
Newport attempted to invade the har-
bor, but shots from the fort deterred
them, thug preventing o second inva-
glon. For two months in 1779 four
uaakers who were drafted and refused
o bear arms were confined at the
fort. Lieutenant Gordon continued in
command until the close of the war.

The reconstrucied fort in 1780 was
called for a time Fort Fearing. It i=
known that on the Dark Day of 1780
the fort contained a garrison of 10
Continental soldiers, In 1784 the fort
wag known as Fort Phoenix.

Az evidence that Dartmouth did her
part in the war, there [g a record of
nearly 500 soldierz from the town of
Old Dartmonth.

All through the woar Dartmouth har-
bor was a great rendezvous for priva-
teers. Perhaps the most noted priva-
teering captain from Falrhaven was
Caplain Stoddard, who commanded the
privateer Beammell from  Philadelphio,
His home was near the site of the Na-
tional bank. His most noted exploit
was the capture of Lunenberg, Nowva
Scotia, in 1782, where he made prison-
era of (olonel Creighton and other
prominent citizens, The atory of priva-
teering, alone, would fill the limits of
A hulf-hour paper.

In the early years of the century,
Fourth of July celebrations were often
very elaborate. In 180 a mock assault
on Bunker hill, represented by the hill
where now the brick church stands,
waa carried on with vigor and great
enthusglasm.

In Beptember, 1812 a company was
formed of regular militla with John
Alden, Jr., ag captain, and a company
of volunteers under Captain Joseph
Bates,

Recruiting officersa were established
at the fort and on Water street, New
Bedford. Advertisements were put In
the papers for volunteers from eightesn
to 35 wvenrs of age, who were promised
o hounty of $16, and arter five years an
honorable discharge, three months pay
and 160 acres of land.

The fort had been repaired and put
into serviceable condition by General
SBxlvanus Thayer, for Many ¥Years sup=
erintendent of the military academy ot
West Point, and a most distinguished
officer. The work at Tort Phoenix was
#uid to be his filrat aslgnment as A
yvoung officer.



Previeusly, on aceount of the fancied
insecurity of the fort, a mud fort was
constructed at Love or Rodman rock
or upnn the ledge recently removed, at
the foot of Fort streel. This was built
by Captain William Gordon, and the
so-called mud was turf or hop dug
from the marzh east of the beacon, and

waas  fastened together with wooden
o,

The rock on which the mud fort
stood, a rock of safficient geological

importance, to be gpecifically mention-
“d In early American geologles, has
plaved no mean part in Fairhaven his-
LTV,

Of gneiss formation, showing very
marked crosased gtrata, it iz a part of
the foundatiom rock which has ever
united New HBedford and Falrhaven.
Uged ag o rock of defence in both wars,
and contributing of its substance to re-
pair tha old fort, it has now been dedi-
«ated tn the God of Peace, and is the
stone with which the beautifal new
::Hur{-h in the town has been constroct-
ed,

The mud fort mentioned above and
probably Fort Phoenlx were first gar-
risoned by the Sea Fencibles, William
Gordon, captain. The barracks were
one story high and 50 feet long, and

situpted near the cedar trees to the
west of the rock.
In an unhappy moment the design

was concelved of testing the mud fort,
and the second shot proved its utter
nselesaness,

Upnn the site of the brick church
acrogs the strest from the hall was a
battery of two gunsg, and there was a
powder magazine under Phoenix hall.

For some time the fort at the point
wis colled Fort Madison.

The principal object of the British
visit to this neighborhood in 1814 was,
as they expressad it “to clean out thaot
damned little hornets’ nest in Fair-
haven.” 'The hornetg' nest was the
group of privateers that were build-
ing and fitting out at this place, Among
the privateers hailing from this port
wai the Governor Gerry, Captain Jogh-
un Hiteh, a fast sallor which wos cap-
tured in the early part of the war af-
iter running out of a French port; the
privateer Cameleon, Ellkg, 174 tons, built
at Oxford, was called the Handsaw af-
Ler the following toast was proposed on
the Fourth of July: *“The enemies of
our country, may we lather them with

agualoriis and shave them with a
handsaw.” Thia boat was 40 feet long,
with lateen salls. Among her crew

WETE Francis
Neal,

One of Lthe privatesrs from Bristol
counting six guns had an execiting ex-
perience in our river., 2he was driven
into the harbor by the Nimrod in June,
1814, and her captain, named Wilson,

Greorge Whitlield and

13

sent o Manassah Kempton to open the
draw. There was a disposition not to
offend the British by complying, but
Wilson threatensd (o smash through
the draw with his boat, 80 it was re=-
luctantly opened and he was allowed
1o go through into safety above the
bridge,

On the night of the attempted land-
ing of the barges of the MNimrod, she
lay off Black rock, La Haux and the
Superh near by in the bay, On Thurs-
duay, June & an alarm was glven at the
fort, and word was sentl to two com-
ranies belonging o Acushnet and Fair-
haven which weare drilling at Acush-
net: one of the companies was of regu-
lars, commanded by Captain Willlam
MNye, and the independent company, wh-
der Reuben Bwift. The horseman mes-
senger arrived just as the drill was
over, On Friday they were ordered by
General Lincoln to Clarks point. They
refused to g0 because they were Fair-
haven and Acushnet men, but they
calme down to the bridge and guartered
al the Lamson housze; on Salurday
night at the Hitch house,

In Fairhaven, on Monday, the 1ith,
the British attempled to lond from five
to seven barges having scaling ladders
on board. They had approached to a
resition near Palmers (sland, when on
the siill night the zound of a post horn,
some 24y, or the ratlling of the heavy
Boston coach on the bridge, which they
migtosk for artillery coming over to
support the brave gunners at the fort,
drove them away, and the threatened
invazsion war over., The next day they
wreaked their vengeance upon Ware-
ham, and the privateers wupon the
stocks at Fairhaven were gafe, By an-
Gihor apecount the boats became sep-
crated and confused by going on oppo-
gite gides of Egg island, 50 the attempi
wig a failure. At any rate, the boom-
Ing gun at the fort showed that the
Mucky defenders of the town were
redady for them, and though some of the
timid inhabitants fAed, yet they soon
returned, and the “Corsican jigs.' as
the aturdy Democrals of Fairhaven
were called, for their strenuous uphold-
ing of the war, could turn thelr atten-
tion to the domestic broils with the
Federal or Anti-War parly in Bed-
Tord.

The Mimrod carried sixteen 34-pound
puns, two long nines, and one 18-pognd-
er, She first appeared in 18313, While in
the bay she grounded on Great ledge,
not fwr from the place where Lhe
Brooklyn grounded nearly ninety years
ufter, Two American gunboats had o
great apportunity to attack her while
she lay aground, but neglecled  their
chanee, and the tide come to her as-
sistance and floated her off,

After the attempted landing of the
Nimrod's barges, a cordon of minute



men was strung along Sconticut neck
to guard against furlher surpriges, ‘The
peoplz of the Nimrod saw them and
supposed them to be soldiers. The fort
Auring thiz time was in charge of Sel-
lick Osborne, who, with o Ccompany
(romn Boston, took charge of the fort
one rainy day when the national galuts
regounding from the guns at the re-
modelled fort proclaimed that New
iiedford and Fairhaven were agalin
properly defended.

A=z a result of the Intense War fozl-
ing between the two sections, Fair=
haven in 1812 was separated from New
RBedford and became an independent
municipality. A pleasing incident oc-
eurred on March 13, 1813, when Lieua-
tenont Parker of the frigate Constitu-
tion, who had married the daughter of
Thomas Adsms of Fairhaven, was glv-
en o public dinner at the academy in
pelebration of the great viclory OVer
the Java., At a town mecling 1o 1314,
10 was voled for the payment of ad-
ditional wages to enlisted and drafted
men and for other expenses of defence,
but the court declared this illegal.

Many exciting and interesting events
might he cited if there were time, One
interesting story concerng the Arding
of a traitor at Fort Phoenix by Captain
Moah Btoddard who, ﬁusuf}llly l,m:ul{tl*:::‘s:

h a windiw of the oflicers” quar-
:E:;uﬁaw papers hurriedly secreted at
the approach of footsteps,  On Investi-
gation the prospective gullt of the of=
ficer was established and he was sent
away for trial.

Om Febroary 22, 1815, the peace bells
rong (romm Phoenix holl and wera -
gwered hy the guns from Fort Phoe-
nix.

One result of the war was that many
of the privateersmen and others who
were capiured at sen and impreszoed up-
on British vessels were sent to Dart-
moor prisor. An  interesting ac-
count of the life In  thiz prison  wias
writlen by Joseph Bates of Fairhaven,
whose antoblography is an exceedingly
entertaining book. A

All the Dartmoor prisoners from this
locality were landed from a Russlan
cartel ship in New Bedford in Heplem-
ber, 1814,

After the close of the war the guans
from the fort were taken from Boston
on a schooner, amd the guns which are
there now were cast In 1528, A Mr.
williatm Webbh had charge of the forl
for nearly 45 veors, almost to the time
of the Clvil war.

In September, 1841, Licutenant Tsaac
atevens was put in charge of the re-
pairg at the Fairhaven hattery, as it
wag eolled, and in these repairs used
b tons of stone from the ledge near
by,
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"Main and Middle streets.

There was a nolable Fourth of July
celebration in 1823, when a dinner ac-
commaodating 200 was served in o lorgs:
tent aouth of Unlonm street, between
The mili=
tury apirit was shown by independent
companiez  which were constantly
apringing up. The Franklin Blues in
1532 was a notable company, command-
ed by Captain Ezekiel &, Sawin. Mo-
ges Delann was a private in this com-
pany, amd the ensign and clerk was
Tucker Damon, There was a juvenils
company formed fn 1820, under Cap-
tain BEdward Marchand and Licatenant
Igaiah F. Terrv.

Tharing the Ciwvil war period the fort
was garrisoned, The New Bedford
Home and Coast Guard occupled the
fort for six months—from May 12, 1361
to Ot b—and to the bovs of that time
it was a rare lreat ©0 8it upon the
fencea and  watch  the relief march
through the streets to the fort with
Major Dunbar on his flute and his son
with drum playing “The Girl I Left
Behind Me™

The only active work at the fort dur-
ing this time owtzide the costomary
drills was the enforcement on one or
two occasiong of the rule that no ves-
el should come into the harbor with-
out displaying the national eolors.
Claptain Barnabas Ewer of this town
wag in command of company T

A few figures will prove that this
town nobly rezsponded to the exigencies
of the war, and flinched from no 2Acr=
fices entailed by its demands.

From Lhe selectmen’s report at the
¢loge of the war it was stated thal 257
men enlisgted from  this town, but
Sehonler, who compllad  the statistics
of Magsachusetts in the Clvil war, says
thal about 30 belier represents the to-
tal, since all her guotas were filled and
saventeen over. There were furnizshed
ten commissionad and a large number
of non=commigsioned officers, This from
a popuiation of 3118 in 1861, or about wne
in ten zent to the war. The population
of the town in 1865 was only 2548,

In financial support the town was not
behind, The money appropriated and
expended by the town on account of
the war of the Rebellion, exclusive of
slale aid, was $34.411.53. The =tale aid
frovm 1861 -1866 was 870207, By private
sources, fairs, ete., $10,000 was raised
for clothing, hospital stores, ete, and
gent to the sanitory commission, Falr-
haven’s responss was prompt. On the
4th of May, 1861, the selectmen were
authorized to  ralse 2000 to equip a
guard.

At the close of the war the fort was
in charge of Jeremiah Hayes till 1867
when Sergeant John "Wetzel took
charge and remained till 1873, when it



was turned over to the care of the
selectimen, who put in Ira Heed as care-
taker. Now the property is Iooked
after by the Fairhaven Improvement
asgocintion which hes recently also ac-
quired by gift of Mr. Howland of the
Board of Belectmen, the site of the
Coolk garrlson of Indian War fame,
thus controlling at the two ends of the
town the geenes of Falrhaven's defen-
sive operalions,

Though not so Lthrilling and a0 worthy
of recital in =song and theory,
present uses of the Fort as a breathing
spot for picnickers, where o beautifal
view of the river and bay, where sun-
sptz rivalling thosse of Ttaly, can be Héen
over Maw BRBedford’'s hill, where the
tired worker can bring his children and

the ~

dellght in healthful recreation—all this
ig to be preferred to grim war and its
preparalions. Better the birds nest-
ing in the cannon bore, and lovers
photographed on the vseless gun carrl-
ages, than the necessity for drill, and
muster, and impending battle.

Better the pop of the plenickers gin-
ger ale, than the alarm guns warning
the inhabitants of the approaching foe,

The glamour of war is losing dls
charm and nobly as has this good old
town horne iteelf in the four wars of
our story, yet we hope that the twenti-
eth century will nass without the
waters of our bay being forrowed
by any hostile fleet, and that the ald
gur~ at the fort may remain unused
and unneeded for a century more,
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