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2 winter sessgion of Lhe Old Dart-
Higtorical society wuas held at
nitarian chapel, ¥New Bedford, on
ay evening, December 320, 1004,

to the fact that a severe snow
had raged several hours, not over

2 were In altendance., But the
n was interesting and the three

read by Willimm A, Wing, on
Slocum of Dartmowth and his
Mary Holder”; Henry B. Worth,
xn Ancient Homes'; and Captaln

g H. HRodman, on “The King
ip War in Dartmouth,"—were lis-
d Lo with close attentlon.
ent William W. Crape called
2eting to order. Secrelory How-

ated that at a meeting of the
of directors, the publication sec-

PROCEEDINGS

}F THE

WINTER MEETING

0OF THE

DARTMOUTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

AT THE

UNITARIAN CHAPEL, NEW BEDFORD,

DECEMBER 29, 1903.

tlon was authorized to print 500 copies
of the procesdings of the September
meeting. A pamphlel of sixiesn pages
had been prepared, and it was propoged
to print the procesdings of subsequent
meetings Iin the same manner.

Pregident Crapo stated that there
werse four vacancies on the museuin
commities, and he appointed the follow-
ing to fill the places: DBenjamin An-
thony, William C. Taber, Mrs George
H. Tripp, Willlam A. Wing.

The secretary announced Lthat a public
reception would be held in the museur
roome, in the Masonic bullding, on
MNew Year's day, from 2 to 6 and from 3
1o L,

The three papers of the evening ware
then read as follows:



“Peleg Slocum of Dartmouth and
His Wife Mary Holder.”

By William A. Wing.

In an old vellum-bound volume of
Records of the Friends' Monthly Meet-
ing in Dorimouth, you may read: At a
man's meeting in the town of Dart-
mouth the =ixth day of the eleventh
moenth, 16 at the house of John
Lapham, we, underwriters, Peleg Slo-
cum, Jacob Mott, Abraham Tucker and
John  Tucker, andertake to build a
meefing houze for the people of God in
grorn called Quakers, (35 foot long, 30
foot wide and 14 fool studd to worship
and serve the ilrue and living God in
according as Lthey are perauaded in con-
gclenee Lhey ought to do, and for no
obher use, intent oF Purpose,  We auh-
seribe onr names with our own hands,
and for the use of the sald sociely of
people toward the bullding of =said
house of our free will conlribute as fol-
loweth." "Then follows a list of eleven
subscribers glving in all £63, The lars-
eat individual contribution, £15, was
given by Peleg Slocuin, who also gave
Lthe land, =ix acres, for mesting house
anmnd burying ground purposes,

Then, at a monthly meeling of
Friends holden at the house of Peleg
Hlocum an Darvtmouth, the 3th of the
fourth month, 1699, il was agreed thal
there should be a further contribution
toward the defraying of the charge of
building Lhe meeting house and there
was subscribed L1323 18=,

The Friends’ Monthly Mesting of
Darimouth, which had been established
i number of years before, had been held
miasElly al the house of Peleg Slocwm,
until the 2ist of the fourth month 174,
we find record of a meeting held at
“our meeling house in Dartmouth,™
and Peleg Slocum is recorded as one
of Lhe first approved ministers of the
SOCieby,

It has heen my privilege to have ae-
CEER [0 A quaint early edition of John
Richardson's Journal; here, under Lhe
date of 1701, we read: “Peles Slocum,
an honest publle Fricod, carried u=z in
his sloop to Nontucket. We landed
safe and saw a greatl many people loolk-
g towards the sea for great fear had
pasessed them that our sloop was a
French sloop, and they had intended
to have alarmed Lhe island, ic belng a
time of war, I told the good-like peo-
iHle that Peleg Slocum, near Rhode Isl-
and, was master of the sloop and we
came to vigit them in the love of God,
if they would be willing to let us have
=0mme meetings amongst them.

“We  then enqguired for Naothanie]
Starbuck, who we understood was  In
gome degres convineed  of the truth,
and went thither. e said we wers
very welcome amd by this time came in
hiz mother, Mory Starbuck, who the
iglanders estesmed as a judge ATNONE
them (for litile of momenl was done
Lthere without her). The mesting being
agreed upon at their house the large
and bright-rubbed room was 82et with
Enitable aseats of chuirs, the glass win-
dows taken oul of the frames and
many chairs placed withoul, very con-
veniently #o that T did not see anything
awanting. The seats both within oand
without doore were so placed thol Lhe
lfaces of the people were towards the
seats where the publick Friends sat—
although Lthere were bul very few hear-
ing our name in it. However, a greal
convincement Chere was that day. Mary
Starbuck wasz ons of the number. T re-
member Peleg Slocum =aid afier this
meeting that ‘the like he was never at
—flor he thought lhe inhabitants of the
igland were shaken and mozl of the
Peaple co~vinesd of the truth. '™

The celebrated Thomas Story, one of
the originul Friends, was entertained
several Limes at the home of Peles Slo-
cum in Dartmouth, and in hiz journal
wrte: “On the thirtesnth day of the
lilth month (1704} about the Lenth hoar
in the morning, T set suil for the 1sland
of Nantuckst in a =hallop belonging Lo
mar IFFriend Pelegz Slocum, which, under
divine Providenee he himself chiefly
conducted, and landed there Lthe next
morning aboul six. (I wonder what a
“shallop” is like? 1 don’t believe any
Ore ever saw one oulzside of g book.)
And some time alter we departed Lhey
did imeet again and they bDecame o
large and living mesting,”

Peleg Blocum, this “honest publick
Friend,” was of Quoker parentage, |he
son of Giles and Joan Slocum of Ports-
mouth, R. I. His father dying in 16882,
begqueathed “unto my loving friends
the people of God calied Quakers, four
pound Lawful moneve of New Kngland
i bee payd Into the men's e Ling
on Road Taland™ and “unto my aon,
Peleg Blooum, halfe a sheare of Tand
Lying and besing in Lthe Towne of
Dartmomnih,'”

e honored historian, Daniel Ricket-
a0m. says in hiz History of New Bed-
ford: “Peleg Slocum was an early
settler on the neck of land in Dari-



mouth township., New Plymouoth, at
the conflucnce of Fascamansel or Sio-
eums river with Buzzards bay, which
hag =zince been koown  as Slocums
neck.”

In Octaober, 1654, we find him named
with several others as defendants in a
ault brought againsl them as proprie-
tors of Dartmouth, on Lthe charge Lhat
thew, the said proprietors, did not per-
mit the division of lands. The court,
eventually, in 1685, granted a non-suit.
In 1694 he was named as one of the pro-
prietore in Lthe confirmatory  deed ol
Covernor Willinm Diradford,

In the will of Peleg Slocuam of Dart-
mouth (yemmany dated 1731, he de-
aeribes himself as “in good heallh of
body and seund and perlfect mMemory—
vel mindful of the mortality of the
body." This lengihy document shows
him to be a man of many worldly pos-
geseions, and we have had proof of his
apiritual riches.

He left a homestead in Darimouth ol
over g thousand (1000 acres, “together
with all my lands in the last Division
in Dartmouth, with all my rights oc-
cording to the Court Grant and the first
Proprietary (and alzo all my rights)} in
the undivided lands in  Dartmouth.
My inlerests in the Lhree |slands called
by the English the Elizabeth islands,
and hy the Indian names of Nasha-
wina, Pennylest pnd Cuttnhunker. He
was owner of most of the latler (gland
and it became koown as Slocums i=l1-
and and for many generations remaimed
in the Slocum family. 1t was a Slocum
who so0ld our Gosnolds  i=let o those
whose heirg so kindly donsated it to our

2oCiety,

Like his father, Oyles Slocum, he Te-
membered  the Monthly Meeting of
Wrends commonly ealled Quakers in

Dacimonth, and begueathed them the
gam of £10. He had always remained
gtrong in his falth as one of these 'peo-
ple of God,” and in 1724 he had eighly
of hiz gheep seized Tor refusing o ocon-
tribute toward building a Presbyterian
church al Chilmark In his will, among
other hegquests, were: My boats and
Rizgin—possibly the ones Lhat made
Lthe plonz journeys to  Nantucket—a
Awelling house, a1 lot of land and a
wharf at Newport, and an island called
and known by ve name of Patience izl-
and, lying in the Narragansctt bay pe-
tween Prudence island  and Warwick
neck in the colony of thode Island.”
Tn 1680 Peleg Blocum had married
Mary Holder, the daughter of Christio-
pher Holder (of Holderness, Fngland)
and hiz wifa Mary Scott. To this Mury
Seott on her marriage had come from
her father, Richard Seott of Provi-
denee. Lhis same Patiences island, it be-
ing one of the earliest recorded mar-
Flage dowers &f land in Kew England.
This izland had been granted to Rich-

for |

arid Heott by his many vears neighbor,
FEoser Williams, in 16861, and in 1682 he
apain ratified this deed at the reguesi
of Peleg Slocum for his  wife, Mary
Haolder who had inherited it from her
ot her,

Their home in Dartmouth was proba-
bly *"Thiz my mansion house —men-
tioned in Peleg Slocum’s will—the prob-
uhle 2ite of which has long been Known
to hig descendanis s the “old chimney
place.” It stood near the home of the
late Paul Barker on Blocums neck,
iteelf formerly an old Slscum hoemne.
Now to mark It nothing remains but
iwe foundation mounds, the well and
gome old frait irees (for the old chim-
ney has digappeared).

Arain in the vellum=lound BFriends’
Becords we may read: “The women's
meetings in Dartmouth began at Peleg
Slocum'®  house the 26th of fourlh
month, 16997 And on the 23d of fifth
month of that year at “our Women's
meeting  held In  Dartmouth, John
Hendley and Mary Blocum laid thelr
intenlicns of marrizge before the mect-
ing."

Mary Slocum was the first born of
Peleg Blocum and his wile Mary Llol-
der. They had in  all ten children,
among Lhem, bearing the old family
names, were Peleg, Gilea and Holder. 1
wigh we knew as much of Mary Holder
Slocum ag of her anceslors.  Bhe came
of famous Quaker stock.

Her father, Christopher Holder, one
of the first Friemds to come to  this
country, was the aulhor of the First
Declaration of Faith of Friemds in
England or Ameriea, in 16857, in the
game year, and ot Bandwich formmed
the first Boelely of FPriends on this con-
tinent, al o time when the intolerant
laws against the Quakers made their
meetings a crime. S0 while holding
their first at the home of Willlam Al-
lem, on the warning of danger they ad-
journed to o wooded dell  near b
lenown to this day as Chrizgtopher’s hol-
low. In Hoston, for his faith he saf-
fered  imprizomment, aeourging  and
hranding and such olher tortures that
he was known as “the Mutilated.”

Christopner Holder was well e Led
in his wife, Mary Bcott, who before her
marriage, with her mother and slaters
had been imprisoned in Boston as
Quakers. John Rous—an early Friend
—wrate: “The power of God took place
in all of them.” In 1660 Mary Scall
wenl Lo England and married her  be-
irothed, Christopher Holder, who in
1658 after hiz banizshment (for being a
uakery from Bosion under penalty of
death if he had gone to England, re-
turned 1o sesk redress from Lhe king for
the sufferings of the Friends.

Mary Scott's father, Richard Scotl
iof Providence) lived on the present
site of old 8L John's church. He i2



=aid to have been the second largest
tuxpayer and the first Quaker in Provi-
dence Plantations.

His wife, Katharine Marbury Scott—
the grandmother of Mary Holder Slo-
cum—was a sister of Anne Hurchinson
the most brilllant and tragic figure in
New England Colonial history. Kath-
aring Marbury (Scott) showed this
kinship in her own apirit and bravery.
There i3 much of Intersst concerning
these two remarkable women in o rare
book ““The Secrel Workes of a  Cruoel
People Made Manifest,” printed in Lon-
Ao i 1655

Eatharine Scott, with others, went to
Boston in 1658, at the time of the per-
secution cutting off of the ears of three
Guakers—among them Christopher Hol=
der, aoing before GQovernor BEndicott
zhe remonstirated against this “barbar-
oz acl.'” Bishop, in his “New England
Judged,” in 1661, says of her: “She was
iwograve, ancient woman of good breed-
ing, edocation and circumstances,'
Cn her suving upon their doing this
barbarous act privately *“that it was
evident they were golng to act works
of darkness, else they would have
brought them forth publicly and de-
clared their effence,” Ye committed her
to prison and gave her ten  croel
gtripes with a three-fold-corded-knot-
led whip—tho' some of yvou knew her
father and called him Mr. Marbery, and
that she was Lthe mother of many chil-
dren. Moreover, yve told her ve were
likely (o hang her If she ecame Lhither
again, to which she answered: “If God
call us T gqueation not He whom we love
will make uz not count our lives dear
unto ourselves for Lhe =ake of his
name."  To which Governor Endicoll
replied: “Aml we shall be ag ready to
ke away yvour livee as ve shall be to
lay them dowmn,'"

The “Mr, Marbury"” Bishop mentions
—the Tather of Anne Hutchingon and
Katharine Brolt—was the Rev, FPrancis
Marbury, rector of #t. Martin's vinlry
atd olher parishes in London, and their
mother was Bridgzet Dryden, the dangh-
ter of Sir John Dryden of Canons
Ashby, North Hamptonshire, and sister
of Sir Erasmus—grandfather of Sir
John Dryden, the poet lonureate of Eng-
land. The name of Brasmus is, aceord-
ing to a family tradition, due to the
great friendship beiween Sir John Dry-
aen and Erasmus, the famous Dutch
scholar—while at Oxford, only twenty
mileg [rom Canon Ashby. 1 am thank=-
ful it was not seen 1it o perpetuate this
name among the descendants, Canons
Ashby, the home of Bridget Dryvden,
one of the most charming ancestral es-
tates in England. 18 tern miles from
Banbury Crossz and three from =Sul-
grav manor—the home of the Washing-

tong, The old castle-like structure built
in the fourteen hundreds, was originally
e priory of the black canona, hence (ts
name. At the time of the confiseation
of the monasteries by Henry VIII,
ancegtors of lhe Drydena—the Copes—
whoe dwelt in the “gallant house at
Hanwell,"” Hanwell castle, near Bau-
bury, came into pogsession of Canons
Azhby,

Canons Ashby, with its dark panelled
wills hung with rich tapestry, ancient
family poriraits  and  bottle-searred
armor, the lovely rose gardens and the
beautiful neighboring church of 8.
Mary's with old memorial brasses, an-
ecesiral "seatcheons and  tattered ban-
nerg forms a strong  contrast o the
plain Quaker house of ils descendant
Mary Holden, in Dartmouth, and the
Friends' meeting house at Apponegan-
sell.

And so we might 2o on, trocing Mary
Holder's ancestry with many on illus-
trions name bock Lo the Norman con-
quest,  There was the blood of nobles,
warriors, acholarg, divines and martyrs
in her velng, and if “blood will tell™
this wife of Poleg Slocum in Dartmouth
was indeed o gentle woman; but, hest
of all, az he mentionad her in his will,
she was “my well-beloved wife."

In Peleg Blocum's huge old family
BEible—Ilealher-bound and brass-clasped

now in the pozssssion of a descend-
ant. written on the fl¥ leaf I have often
read “Peleg Blocum was Borne ve 17
day of ye & mo, 1664 He died in 1732
at the age of 78 years, having come 1o
“that great change when 1t gshall please
the Lord to call me hence,” ag he wrote
in his will, and probably lies buried at
Apponegansett by Lhe sile of  the
Friends” meeting house that he served
s0 [aithfully.

In the Friends’ Recorde of Hastern
Ehode Taland there iz this entry:

“Mary Slocum, the widow of Peleg
Slocum, late of Dartmouth, died the
Hth of Tith mo. 1737, aged 76 vears 4
months and 14 dayvs—and departed this
life at hey son-in-law, Peler Easton's
in Newport the 3rd day of 8th week,
and was buried the § day following
in Friends" new Burving place at Mew-
nort, by the zide of her son Giles. She
'-]'r'uH the daughter of Christopher Hol-
der,"

In the old wvellum-bound PFriends'
Fecords there is this quotation from
the writings of George Fox:

"Friends, fellowship must be In ye apirlt,
and all

Frigmds must know one another in the
apiriit and power of God,'™

And such were (hese people of God—
in scorn called Quakers—Peleg Slocum
I:;f Dartmouth and his wife, Mary Haol-
der,



The ten ancient homes of which
1 shall sperak include eighl houses now

in existence in the ancient town
of Darimouth, and the location
of two ihat have been removed
or destroved. IL is nol  supposed

that this list includes every house with-

in the lmits of the old town as old as
- thoge mentioned, but merely that it
comprisez those which have been in-
vestigated and identified. I¢ is prob-
ahble that there may be buildings or
parts of buildings of ancieni origin
that have escaped attention. Tt will ap-

* that nno house in included in this

t within the rezidential portlon of the
cily of New Bedford, the foact belng
that no house con be found in thal sec-
1lon erected before 1760

It 18 stated by Captain Ben Church
1hat the emizsariez of King Philip
burned all the dwellings in Dartmouth,
numbering about thirty, during the
sumrer of 1675, The sachem of Mount
Hopa was shot the following vear, and,
therefore, a feeling of security pre-
walled, and it wae sate agaln to buaild
- houses apd dwell in them.  Althougn a
- eontrary rule nas been suggested, it will

~ he fonnid a safe principle to follow, that
. no houze pow in exigtence was erected
hefare the sumtier of 1676,

Investigacon of the houses in this
New England erected before
_ indicated a dominant influence of
Bhode Island architects. In Freetown
and Rochester the Plymouth style of
architecture prevailed, but along thoe
three rivers of Dartmouth the dwell-
were constructed on models o be
T in Hhode Izsland. The first houses
~ had but one story and a single room,
- with a. loft under the roof; one end was
 built of o stone wall, ta‘ﬂ-&'rlm: with the
raf inta a chimney, and the rough
- stones from the fields were fastened to-
- gether by a mortar, the lime in which
- was formed by caloining sea-shells
found on the shores. Stone chimneys
- with shell mortar always indicate an
- origin previous to 1700, Accompanying
ﬁe wese of these materials were cortain
peculiarities of framing, easily recog-
nized and identifi=d by students,

- On Zconticut WNeck, in Fairhaven, is
- atanding a gtone chimney of the house
~eonElructed by Stephen West prohably
mgn 1586 and 1630, It was taken
twenty wears ago. The oak
il 9, on the outeide of which were
fastenad shingles, and on the inglde lath
nd plaster, were 2ecured to the 'rame

by wonden pegs in the =ame manner as
the planking of a ship.

=1

“T'en Ancient Homes.”

By Henry B. Worth.

In Oxford Village is the base of a
stone chinmey of the house of Thonas
Taber, built about 1680, and burned in
156% A picture of this house is pre-
gerved in the New Bedford public li-
brary, and it =zeems to have been a
singular-shaped structure, somewhat
resembling  the Governor Coddington
Liouse of Newport, the second story on
the front conziderably projecting owver
the lower part of the house,

In the village of South Dartmouth
aon PBockland street, belween Lhe poad
ind the house of John J Howlood, was
located the resldence of the first John
Auzsell. Its stone chimney, single room
on the Aregt floor, placed it in the same
order as the first REhode Izland hooases.
Tnfortunately, it was removed in 1873,
althougrh in a good degrees of preserva.-
tion, A picture of this house is in the
posseszion of John J. Howland of this
city.

Within the limits of the old town
only two houses remain which wers
Tmilt before the year 1TH. Hoth [ace
gouth, irrespective of the adjoining
roads, are in o fair degree of preservis
tion, and it is not difficult to fix the
cate when each wos erected,

The first i=s culled the Potier, and by
others the Kirby house, lrom owners
who have occupled the same during the
pagt century, but, if designated by 2
orizginal builder, ghould be called the
Waite housc, 1t iz located half a mile
north of Central Yillage, between the
Main and River roads, but cannot be
geen from either, on aceount of #ar-
rovndine woomlz, This farm was pur-
chased in 1660 by Thomas Waite of
Portsmonth, K. I, ami continued in
ihat family over 60 years, when it was
purchazed by Hobert Eirby, amd cone-
tinued te be owned by that famiiy un-
til 1837, when it was conveyed to Res-
come FPotter, the father of Perry .
Fotter, the present owner. The old
ouse hag the stone chimoey of the
early Rhode Izland type, is about
eighteen feet =quare, of ong story, and a
gingle room #od o parrow  staircase
leads to a loft under the poof., The
traditiom among the ownerz of this
place states that the house waos bullt
in 1877. Expertz who have recently ex-
amined it were inclined to locats its
ovigin ten years earlier, hut for the tes-
timony of Captain Church  that no
Dartmouth honse survived the depreda-
tiens of the Indians in 1675 It ig prob-
able, therefore, that the house wag
built after the Cear of Indlan incursions
biud passed away, Bince 1767 it has been
uged as a farm bailding.



The next is usually called the Sher-
man House, bul ils builder was Wil-
Hamn Ricketson, who came o Ddarl-
mouth from Portsmouth, R, L., in 1684,
This farm is lecated on the east =2ide ol
the Horse Neck road, about three miles
aouth of the Bouth Westport corner. It
wag bullt according to the later thode
I=land Lype, which secms (o have been
first adopted in Connecticut. The mas-
sive stone chimney has one large room
o1 edch gide, and the house i858 con-
stricted with two full storles and an
altic under the reool. The matcriads of
the chimney anmd the artistic finish of
the framing proclaim an origin before
1906, and that the bullder was a master
in his trade. The tradition indieates
that the house was buill in 1680, but
this must be mudlified L0 conform Lo
present information.  Hecords recently
printed prove that William Ricketaon
operated o mill and resided in the town
of Portamouth in the vears 1682 and
1i8%, and his deeds of the Dartmouth
farm were dated in 1684; and Lthis is
probably the year when this magnifi-
cent house wag starvted, Tt was a pal-
ace for those days, and it i2 to be re-
gretted that the present owners find
that its foundation struclure has be-
come &0 weak thart they are contem-
plating iz removal. The last occupants
of Lhis house left it about 25 years ago.

Theze Lwoe dwellings anmnd the rem-
nants of the Fairhaven chimneys com-
prize all that is remaining of seven-
teenth century  bulidings. After 1700
gione chimneys coased to be constract-
ed as bricks were within the reach of
every Duiider. lncreasing wealth ena-
bled the inhabitantz W0 build houses
containing even more than four rooms,
and in a few cases the Plymouth style

of architecture took the place of the
Rhode I=land types.
The obldest hovse within the limils

of the present town of Durtmouth is lo-
cated on the west side of the Smiths
Meck rowd, opposite the Bay View prop-
erty, and about half way between the
rond and the creek, 1Ttz last oceupant
was Humphirey ., Akin, o hermit, who
died in 1M1, The land on which this
house iz located was owned in 1699 by
James and John Akin, and next by
John Denndg, and In 1725 by John Tripp.
A desd of land in the vicinity, dated
174y, refers to John Tripp's homestead
house, and this is the earliest mention
in the records. It is probable from the
architectural indications, that Lhe
fiouze was bullt between 1700 and 17240,
by bailders Tamiliar with the Plymouth
style of house, and the indications are
that it was coenstructed by persons of
no 2kill in artistic finish, It is a two-
glory edifles, with a brick chimney
mearly in the centre, and arcanged wich
four rooms ocn the first fleor, and four

ont Lhe second, and very gingularly di-
virded by partitions,. The brick chimney
snows the use of different sizes, and
of different qualities of brick. Each
raom =eem: o have a diminative fire-
place nol over two feet high or wide,
cxeept that in the original kitchen, but
no lavge fireploce appears, nor 8 there
any Indicatlon that any large opening
waos fdlled, The chimney presents wan
ilMpstration of very rude workmanship.
The timibers are of hewn ook, and those
which support the ground flogr are
small white oak trees, hewn on one
gide, The hougs {8 in a very dilapidsoeedd

comdition, and must soon fall to the
zround, It has & wvery home-made
slyle of workinanship in every part.

The last occupant undersiood prom his
ancestors that it was erected by Peter
Cotfin, who owned the land in 1732, but
on account of the reference in the 1720
deed, It was probably erected fifteen or
twenty years carlicr,

The farm of Ralph Earle is on the
south side of the road leading from the
Dartimouth Town house o Hussells
Mills, and extends from the Appone-
gansget river to the Tucker road, iz
homestead house was o short distance
cast of Lthe house of Herbert Wing, and
was Laken down when the latber was
built. The family buarlal lot 18 a short
distance in the rear, Ralph Earle died
in 1718, and the farm passed Lo his
s0n Barnabas, who married in 1759
when he was over sixty vears of age,
and died in 1778. On this farm are Lwo
interesting houses,

The first ig called the Mosher house,
from the family now owning it, but
previous o 1865 il was usually known
as% Lhe Briggs house. It i8 located on
ithe south side of the road, at the top of
ithe hill, and nearly opposgite (o the
schoolhouse, [t iz A gambrel-roofed
arructure, and was probably occapied
by Barnabas Barle. The records give
no indication when this house was
build, but it probabkly was not in exist-
ence during  the lifetime of Ralph
Harle. The only qguestion is whether
ithie house was built when Barnabas
Earle was married in 175%, or earlier,
Judging from the dates when similac
houses are known to have been built, it
iz suggesied that the vear 1740 would
not be far from the date of its origin.

Between Macombers cornmer and the
junction of the Russells Mills and B3a-
kerville roads is a red painted  hoose
with gambre] rool, now owned by Cap-
iain Crapo. There is no doubt that it
was built before the Revelution., The
deed of the lot from Barnabaz Earle
tor Thomas Dennig, honse  carpenter,
wag given In 1767, and a few yvears later,
when Deéenniz sold the place, he men=
Lions the house, and, therefore, 1757 1=
without gquestion the date of itg erec-
tiomn,



In Aecuzhinet village, at the foot of
the  Meeting-House hill, and east ol
of the Methodist church g8 a small
pamhrel roofed dwelling called the

Summerton House, from the faet that
Daniel BSummerton owned it before it
came inte possessien of the Hathaway
tamily. This lot of land wasz owned in
1711 by Samuel Jenney, who sold 1t to
BEey, Samuel Hunt, the frst minkster
of the Prezsbvterian church, at the top
of the hill,. Hunt started in his min-
isiry in Felbruary, 1708, and for three
years was promised £30 a vear, which
waz only pald him a part of one year;
but in 1711 the situation had material-
¥ changed. He had married Hannoh
Pope, the daughter of Captain  Seth
Pope, the wealthy lamd owner, and the
leader of the FPresbyterians of Dart-
wmoulh, This houze wag probably buoilt
for the young minizter, and here he
snent the early years of his ministry,
fram 1711 to about 171% The property
then pnased into the hands of different
owners, untll, in 1765, it was bought
by Bumrmerion.

Samuel Hunt purchazed the farm of
100 acres owned by hig father-in-law,
=eth Pope, extending westward [rom
Lthe river, beyoned the ice pond uscd by
the late SBimeon Hawes. The home-
stead house where Hunt lived and died
ia Aeacribed, in o deed from his son,

@8 being about 600 feet north of the
Tarkiln Fill road, and a short digtance
=outh of the brook, This fixes the lo-
colity of the house as being on the spot
where was located the residence of
S2imeon Hawes which was destroyed by
fire ahout twenty years ago, and it
may have been the identical house.

1t ha=s been stated that Hev, Mr.
Hunt lived in the Harrington house,
now the residence of Do Weeks, on Lhe
northwest corner of the crossroads and
Liands corper., To mest this tradition
the indications are that If Hunt ever
lived thers he certainly never owned
the place. Among the old Acuzhnet
people thers 18 a tradition that & min-
ister lived in this house, and it may
have been assumed that Samuel Hunt
was the minister, but while the treadi-
tion is true the inference is unsound,
Alter Hunt's death his succe=sor in Lhe
church was Rev, Richard Plerce, who
owned amd oceupied the Harrington
house Az a homestead [rom 17568 o 1761,
and at his death hi=s successor, Hev.
leracl Cheever, owned and oceupied the
same house [rom 1761 to 1757,

The part of the Huntl homestead farm
hetween the Middle rosd and the river
in 1753 was purchased by Dr. Elizho
Tabey, and he bullt the amall gambrel-
roofed houze now =tanding noerth of the
saw mill,
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“The King Philip War in Dartmouth.”

By Capt. Thomas R. Rodman.

The dale of December 220 1620, hoas
been fixed upon as that of the landing
of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, The May-
fower with her precious freight haod
anchored in the harbor of what is now
Provincelown about three weeks earli-
er. This interval ad been employed in
explorations and preparations for land-
ing. The hamlships of that Arst winger
in Plymouth are too well known to need
more Lhan o pazsing allusion. By Lhe
end of March the coloniziz had lost by
death 44 of the original 102, The dead
were lald on a bluff by the water slde,
amd the marks of burial coarefully ef-
faced that the living, through Lheir
gorely diminished numbers, might not
invite the attack of the Indlans. TTp
to the middle of March the colonfista
had only twice seen the Indianns, who
either ran away 20 fagst they could not
he overtaken, or, ag happened near the
gite of Plymouth, attacked the explor-
ing party under the leadership of Miles
Slandiz=h,

On March

16, 1621, an Indian came
boldly to the little hamlet. In broken
English he told them hig nome waos

Samo=et and bade them weltome, The
colendata treated him kindly and in fwo
dayz he returned, bringing back tools
that had been stolen from them., He
became “profitable’ to them, telling of
vio people hear, their homes, nomber,
strength, thelr “chief," ete. On a third
visit he hrought another Indian, Sguan-
tn, who had been Kidnapped seven years
before by Captain Hunt, the subordi-
nate of the famous John Smith. Sguan-
Lo remained with the colonista, became
their intepreter, pilot, taught them
how to plant corn, and to use fish as a
fertilizer, instructed them in the Indian
methods of fishing, and seems 9 have
been loval untoe the end. Muassasail,
chief of the Wampanoags, or Pokanobk-
eta, appeared in the neighborhood of
Plymouth a few daye after the firat
vigil of Samosal and was recelived with
honors. A treaty waz made betweesn



the chief and governor, Bamoset and
Sguanto acting ag interpreters, “that
Massagoit and his people should offer
no injury to the English; that any
transgressor of this engagement should
bhe surrendered for punishment; that
it tools were stolen by nalives they
should be reatored, and that similar re-
dresg should be afforded on  the other
part; that aid should be rendered by
each of the contracting partiez against
the enemies of the other: that notice
should be =ent to neighboring tribes to
the end that they might enter into
similar engagements; and that, when
visits in future should be exchanged,
the vigitors should go unarmed.’”

Magsazoit being further assured that
IKing James "would esteem of him as
his [riend and ally,” was conducted by
the governor across the brook to rejoin
hiz party, and the next day Btandish
and Allerton, on invitation from the
chief, returned hiz vizit and were re-
galed with “three or lour ground nuts
{wild artichokes) and some tobacco.”

July 2, 1621, the colonists sent Mr, Ed-
ward Winslow and Mr. Hopking, with
Squanto for their gulle, to their new
friend, Massasoit, with presents, a suit
of clothes and a horseman’'s coat; they
“found but skort commons, and came
bolh weary and hongrie home' The
Englishmen had heard from Samosel
that a pestil=nce had depopulated, four
vears before, the country where they
had seltled, and of this Winslow and
Hopking furnished corroborative ovi-
dence. They found Mazsasoit's place
{his principal seat was on the site of
the town of Warren, R, 1.) to ba forty
miles from hence (Plymouth), “people
not many, being dead and abundantly
wasgted in ye late great mortality.
about three years before ye coming of
e Knglish * * thousands of them
dyed ® * * not belng able to bury
one another * * skuls and bones he-
ing still above ground, where thelr
housee and dwellings had been,"™

The territory which Massasolt ruled
over may be defined as conterminons
with Plymoulh and Bristol countles,
On the north, on the shores of Mas-
sachnsetts bayv, was the Massachugetis
tribe; on the west were the Marragan-
aetls. with the Nyanticz, a tributary
race: they occupled the western part of
Rhode TIsland, beyvond Narragansett
bay, Then the Pegquots held the terri-
tory belween the Narragan=seits and the
river now called the Thames. In the
FPequot war, between this tribe and the
colonles of Massachusctts, Plymouth
and Connecticut, in 1627, these Indlans
were praclically exterminated and were
never known thereafter as a nation,
West of the Pequotz and exlending he-
yond the Connecticut river were the
Mohegans, In that part of AMMassachu-
aAelts which now comprises the counties
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of Worcester, Franklin, Hampshire and
Hampden, the Nipmuckg had their
BEALS,

The treaty between Massazoit and the
coloniztz zeems to have been Calthiully
and loyally maintained. Probably one
reason for the desire of the chief to
eatablizh friendly relations with the
English wasa the fear of hiz wesiern
neighbors, the Narragansgetls, at whogs
frontier the pestllence, =o fatal 1o the
Pokanogetz, or Wampanoags, had
ceaged, Corbitant, one of Mas=sasait's
sachens, whose seat was at the Middle-
borao ponds, jealous of the influence
of the English with his chief, conspired
against him amd them, and in August,
1621, on o [ull underatanding, each with
each, Miles Standish led o forcee of
some Pwelve or fourteen men o arrest
the movement. The conspiralors wers
idisarmed, none being killed, and the
demonstration was so serviceable that
nine sachems from Charles river and
Maszsachusetis bay came in to acknowl-
cdze themselves loval subjects of King
James.

In the following autumn the colonists
celebrated their first Thanksgiving Day,
amd Cor Lthree days feasted Massasoit
amd his party of ninety., The chief's
contribution to the feast was five deer,
most important in view of the fact that
he had =0 large a following, :

Early in the following year a party
sent Feom England by the “Adventurer'”
Thomas Weston, had setiled at Wessa-
guszett (now Weymouth.) They wera
a4 lawless set, plubdering alike Indian
and colonist. There was a congplracy
among lthe neighboring Indians who
had sulferad from the depredations of
the people of the new selilement, to
attack them, and fearing as a result
that they would incur the enmity of the
ather colonizts Lo attack them  alszo,
Magrzasolt was aware of this contem-
plaied movement, and in gratitude for
his recovery from a dangerous illness,
due to the ministrations of Winslow, he
informed the colonists of the impend-
ing peril. The general court, satizfied
of Lhe necessity for declided action, dis-
patehed Miles Standizsh wilh an army
of elght men 1o break wup the con-
spiracy. This was accomplished, gix
Indlans being slain. This and the af-
fair wilth Corbitant just mentioned—
both with the approval of Massasoit—
were the only conflicts between the
coloniste and the Indians, until the
King Philip war, & pericd of more than
fifty weors. The friendahip betwesn
Massasoit and the Plymouth eolony,
from the signing of the treaty until his
death forty vears later, was unruffled,
1 Delieve, by a single untoward inci-
dent.

Magsasolt wag succesded by his eld-
20 501, Alexander or Wamsutta, whose



wile was Weelnmo, the sgquaw sachem
of Pocassel, Her seat was on the
heights of thai we call Tiverton., His
chieftainghip was a short one. Sus-
pected of plotting with the Narragan=
=eite against the colony, he was sam-
moned o Plvimouth, where he cleared
himzelf of the charge. At Major Wins=
low’™s  house, at  Marshfleld, he was
taken with a fever, BReing impatient
Lo return home he was conveyed thither,
but - died, efther on the way, or a few
daye after his arrival.

i*hilif, or Metacomet, the younger san
of Massasoit, succeeded Womsultn, He
Wag never on goodl termz with his Eng-
lish neighbors. There were twelve
yeurs of suspicions, complaints, ex-
plenations and reconcilintions  before
the terriblz war, known as King
Philip's war, came. Instead of the un-
wavering rricndship of his father, Mas-
sasoit, lor lhe colonisis, he showed a
disposition of distrust and enmity to-
wards them, while he leaned to aszoci-
ations with the Narraganzett and other
tribe= that had maintained from the
firat an attitude of suspicion and hos-
tility.

To his friend, John Borden of Thode
Island, he said: “The English who
came first to thig counlry were but an
handful of people, forlorn, poor and dis-
Lressed, My father was then sachem,
he relieved thelr distresses In the most
kind and hospitable manner., He gave
them land to plant and build upon. :
they flourizshed and increaszed. By va-
rious means they got possesged of a
great part of his territory. But he stil]
remained their friend till he died. My
elder brother became sachem. . . He
was gelged and confined and thereby
Lthrown inte illness and died, Soon af-
ter T became sachem they disarmed all
my people. . their land was taken.

But a small part of the dominion of
my ancesiord remains, [ am determined
not to live until T have no country.”

There is not time to examine into the
causes which led to the war, or to sesk
for its justification. There were the
inevituble frictions in the contract of a
race of hardy, encrgetic and intelligent
freemen, with another indolent, im-
provident, and, in comparigon, mentally
dull, The prodigal, thriftless people
partad with their lands, on fair, or un-
Tair, consideration, to those who had
the wit to acquire and the self-contral
Lo keep, As the Indian saw his posses-
sions vanishing, as he realized that he
was growing poorer and the white man
richer, envy and jealousy would gpring
up in his heart, and under these pas-
siong, real or fancied wrongs would as-
BUME COOrmons proportions,

And tha colonists were a masterful
people. Not all of them had forgotten

that the earth belonged to the saints .

and that they were the =zaints. Little

by little, almost anconsciously, the
usurpation of power might o on.

The strong gelf-contained man wonld
ook down with disdain and contempt
on the faulls and failings of hiz weaker
brethren, Why should he do for those
who could not, or would not, do for
themseelves? Why should he consultl
the opinion and jodgment of thoge who
had nol the ability to form either opin-
Ion or judgment? Why should he con-
sider as his equals those who were
plainly his inferiorz? And so the de-
scendants of those who had assured
Magzasolt thal "King James would
eateem of him as hi=s friend and ally,”
aumimoned YWamautta to show Lhat he
had not conspired against them, and
diznrmad the followers of Philip.

I find thera are two wayvs of looking
it the war; one that it was unavoid-
able, the other that it was unnecessary.
The one {3 the way of Massnchusetts,
Juhn Endicoll, Puritan and Pilgrim;
the nther, that of Rhode Island, Hoger
Willinms, Baptlstz and Friends,

1 doubt that the King Philip war was
the result of o deep luid, wisely planned
vonapiracy. While there was a widely
diffused hostile fesling among almost
4!l the New England Indlans, each
tribe meiting ready to 2trike when op-
portnnity should offer, there was no
apreement Tor a simultaneous rising.
The sporadic guality of the outbreaks
demangsirates this. The flrst wasz at
Bwanscn, in Philip's own country. The
next wans at Mendon, three weeks later,
when the Nipmucks made their atinck
o that place, 2ix months after the
first sutbreak was the great swamp
light in the Narragansett couniry., This
wias the frat battle of any kingd opr de-
gree in which the Narragansetts, the
girongest of all the tribes, and hostile
[rom the first, had engaged,

I see in Philip no gqualities of o zreat
leader, and no more evidence of cour-
age Lhan of conduct. O hearing of the
attack on SBwansea, the governor of
Plymouth colony sent thither o foree,
and My, Church, on the defire of Lhat
official, aceompanied it. They find that
severual men have heen murdered, Philip
leaves the Mount Hope country and
crosses the Taunton viver In canoes,
taking his following with him, and
ioinz the squaw zachem Weelamo in
Pocassct swamp.  The English follow
him. and there is some desultory fght-
ing which wouldd have been effective
had Church been in command, But
FPhilip, finding him=elf too closcly
pressed,  leaves  the swamp  and
leads hie army to the Taunton
river, which they cross, and then pass
over lichoboth plain to the Nipmuck
couniry. He is purened by the colonists
and loses= thirty killed. He meets aomes
of the Wipmuck chiefs after the atiack
aorr Brookficld {Auwgust 13), congratu-



Intes them on their exploit: and makes
them presents, There iz a report that
he was presenl when Hatfield was at-
facked (October 19). Thers 12 o evi-
denes that he was In the Narroganseti
swamp fight (December 19), though it
is claimed that hiz hendguariers were
I the neighborbood, There i3 a report
that in March, 1676 he was 40 miles
from  Albany, with 100 men, himseld
very gickly, Mre. Bowlandson, the wife
of the minigter of Laneaster, taken
prizoner  when the Indians  capinred
Lhat place, saw him saeveral thmes Quoe-
ing her captivity (February 10 to May
4O 1ATE, Uit not,” as the  historion
sonnew h:al Erimly observes, fin clreume-
glanees to stimulate the sentlment of
lhera waorship.™”

Early in  July, 1676, ¢leven monlhs
after his ffight to the Nipmuek country,
Philip appeared in the neighborhood of
Taunton, The eleven months had bheen
of burning, murder and stiff fighting.
The loss by death of the colonists had
been aix hundred men, and in no
fight, nor eonilict of any kind, had
Philip been seen. He now prepared to
allack Taunton, but the 1own having
received reinforcements, he was driven
inte the woods, Men of Bridgewater
followed him =o closely that he threw
away his stock of powder that, llght-
ened of the load, he might escape.
Three following days, July 3l, Augnst
1 amd August 3, Captain Church cap-
tured 100 of his people, including his
wife and son. In the same weell Wepl -
amo, =quaw sachem of Pocassel, Lhe
widow of Wamsutta, and Philip's loval

ally, was drowned in Taunton river,
trying Lo CIroEs it on  ton frail
A rafi. With the instinct of the

hunted animal, Philip., with a few fol-
lowers, returned o his old scal  al
Mount Hope, Bul he could nol escape

12

the vigilance of his enemies, and Cap- -

lain Church was close upon his tracks,
guided by a friendly Indian whose
brother Philio had slain becanse he had
suggested terms of surrender. AL mid-
night Captain Church led a party to
the chieftain's lair. As day broke, the
Indians, discovering  they were  sur-
roumded, rushed in a disorderly manner
te the oullels of the swamp, whers
they had taken refuge. Philip, half
dressed and running at foll &peed, was
hrought Jdown by shoiz from the gun of
a Criendly Indian, He fell in the mud
and waler, was dragged on Lo firm
ground, beheaded, and quartered, on
ordars from Captaln Church, by hiz old
Tndian executioner.

Thiz was the end of the King Philip
war for the Plymoulth colony., There-
after what is now the state of Maine
wag the seat of warfare, and the war
may be zald lo have ended April 12,
1674, when a lrealy was made with the
Hastern Indians at Casco.

In the early part of the war, probably
in the latter hall of July, 1675, Indians
fell upon the getilements at Dartmouth,
Middiebore and Taunton, burning
housges and murdering the Inhabitante.
We have no account of the part of Lthe
iragedy enacted at Dartmouth by any
one present thereat, Church siules, ap-
parently from hearsay, that after Thil-
ip's fiight to the Nipmuck country the
mogl of Plymouth’s forces were ordered
to Dartmouth. At Russell's garrizon
in "Ponevgansit" were a number of In-
diang who had surrendered to Captain
Samuel Eels, commanding the garrison,
an terms  promised by himself and
[talph IBarle, The promises were not
kept, the prisoners, numbering, accord-
ing o Church. about eight score per-
2onE, were taken to Plymouth, sold and
Lranzported. The stout Indian fighter,
as just and generous ag he was hrave,
oppesed thisa perfidy “to the loss of the
good will and respects of some that be-
fore were hig good friends"

What ageems to confirm Lthe story of
the aale and transportation of Lhese
Indiang i the order of the Plymouth
court, held Aug. 4, 1675, from which the
following extracts are taken:

“In reference to a companie of na-
tives now in custody brought Into Ply-
mouth, heing men, weomen and chil-
dren, in number one hundeed and
twelve, npen seriouse and deliberale
consideration and agitation conserning
them, the conclusion is as followeth:
Thalt wherews upon examination it has
been found that several have heen ac-
ters in the late rising and warr of the
Indians against us, and the rest com-
plyers Lherein, * * * further also
that they did not digcover that perni-
cicus plote, which Phillp with others
completed against us, which hag cauzed
the destruction of severall of us, by
losz of livez and estates * * * the
councill adjudged them to be z2old and
devoled into servitude,™

The following is Increase Mather's
account of the Dartmoulh massacre:

"Tdkewize Middlebury and Dartmouth
in Plymouth colony did they burn with
fire amd barbarously murdered hoth
men and women In thoze places, * 0¥
Auch alzo iz their inhumanity as that
they flay off the skin from thelr faces
and heads of thoge they get into thejr
hands, and g0 away with the scoalps of
their enemies.™

Increase Mather's history was printed
in New England in 16876, the year fol-
lowing these occurrences, but he gives
ne nameg, and designates no particular
lacality,

The Plymouth Colonial Records glve,
I think, some information, as o (hose
wha lost their lives when Dartmoulh
was destroved, and T submit the fol-
lowing:

“July 1674, Att the pgame
time three other Indiang appeared be-

L k &
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fore the councll * one called John

Num * * the last named John Num

owned alzoe, that bee was of that com-

ie that murdered Jocob Mitchell and

wife and John Pope; and so cen-
tance of death wos pronounced against
them, which aceordingly emediately
was executed,"

“March 7, 1676 Fxperience Michell
and Edward Michell, appointed by the
court 10 use the best care to inguire

- and take inle their custoedy Lhe estate
of Jacob Michell deccased, and Lo make
report to the court that soe il may be
prefered to the best that may be for the
gl of his children.”

The fact that Experience and Ed-
ward Michell were, on March 7, 1676,
appointed to take charge of the estate
of Jacob Mitchell, deceaged, 18 evidence
that he died prior to that date, And
sinee  Jacob Mitchell, hiz- wife, and
John Pope, who was ber brother, were
murdered by John Num uwnd his come-
- panie, the several murders doe nol

can read between the lines the story of
- a family massacred by a band of sav-

Ees,
Of ineidents in the history of Dari-
mouth during the King Philip war, [
- know nothing, beyond that narrated,
untll July 20, 1676, or some date there-
~ abouts, when Captain Church was or-
dered to guard a train of carls to the
.tr’m? of Major Bradford, stalioned at
 Tannton,. He delivered his train, and
aim hearing of the celebrated Indian
eaptain, Tishpaguine, at Assawamp-
sett, now Middleboro, ztarted with a
gﬁ,‘e of English and Indians to attack

1.
- He had proposed to encamp al Assa-
e aett Meck, bhut, when flred on at
brook connecting  Assawarmpsett
Long ponds, attoeks (he enemy,
ng them into the swamp. He then
rehes o mile lforiher, halts  until
ight, when he resumes hiz march
the south, probably Tollowing the
which T judge now to have de-
eloped iato the Long Plain road, to-
Cushoel, where  all the houses
a burnt. He erosses the river by
ford at head of tide waler, whers
Acnghmet bridge now stands, aond,
ing west, camps on the higher
1, which iz between the Acushnet
sy and the great  cedar  swamp,
¥ing st a watch al Lhe crossing,
iakes his company inle o (hicket
sleep,
g néxt morning (21} he sees In-
5 viewing their tracks. teading up
m the crossing. and sending  ouat
wilg, caplures with his family, “Little
‘—p hostile from the Sguaw-Bo-
Awashonk's friendly
aln Church then leads his army
the river bank on the west side,
ling an old canoe, he sends “Little

- geetn to be detached incidents, and we

14

KEyes™ amd his band to an island,
probably . Palmers  island, under the
charge of hiz cousin,  Caplain
Lightfoot, and procesds with his
TR LY HOTORSE the neck ol
Clarks FPoint, passing over the
Lround now  occupied by the Po-
tomEka nnd olher mills, and thencee
along the head of Clarks cove, and up
the hill, till, following the trall or road
to the head of the Apponagansett riv-
er, he comes to the neighborhood of
Fiuzsell's  orchards, or Hussell's gar-
rison. There they “clap'd into
thicket, and there lodz'd the rest of
the night without any fre.”™

In he morning, drawing nearer to
e orchard they discover “aome of the
enemy, who had been there the day be-
fore, and had beat down all the ap-
ples and carried lthem away'™; they dis-
coverad alse whers they had lodged
that night. and saw the ground where
Lthey set their baskets bloody . . . with
the flegh of swine, ate,, which they had
killed that day. The Indians, who had
lain under the fencezs without any res,
geemed by the marks they had left
behind fo be very numsrous. The
dew: on the grass, where brushed
away, showed they had not  been
long gone, and Captain Church
afaried at Ol in Fursuit of
them. ‘'Traveling three miles or more
they came inte Lhe country road, where
the track parted; one parcel stecred
toward the weat end of the greal Cedar
awamp and the other (o the east end.’
1 think their rout= may have been by
cither of the trails, which were to be-
come, rezpectively, the Slocum  and
Tucker roads, and which led to the =ite
of the village of S3mith Mills. Here the
ways part. that on the east following
that part of the ofd teail from Ply-
mouth to Howlands ferry, which we
call today the Ezra Hathaway road: the
ather, on the west, leading by way of
Faunces corner, and thence (o the flrm
ground near Braleys station of today,
Where the Lwo trails diverge, the- fores
divided, the Indians going west of the
swamp and Captain Church with the
English, east. The ruing of John Cook's
house at Cuszshnet were appointed as a
rendezvons, and Lhis shows, first, that
John Cook’s houss had been destroved:
second, that Cushnet was the designo-
tion of that locality. The ruined house
was near the Falrhaven terminus of the
Coggeghall strect bridge. Church’s
party proceeding by the old Plymouth
irall, comes to a miry swamp where
they find Indiana picking hurtleberries.
Thiz was probably on the lineg of Shaw-
mut avenue, e atlacks them, kills
throe and (akes 63 prisoners; {8 in-
formed that there are many Indians in
Lhe greal swamp, that Phillp himsell is
vrly two miles away; that the parly
captured were left there by 100 Indians



who had gone Lo Sconticut neclk o kil
caltle and horzes for food, and had
crogsed the river, Acushnet, al ils head.
Caplain Church concluded that he must
crogg with his party lower down, He
does not tell us where or how he
crossed, but In some way he effected
the transporiation Lo the sast side of
the river, of his entire force and prizon-
ersd. Then, calling Lightfoot from Palm-
ers island, he goes with him and Mr,
Delano, one of his company, to a
meadow, whenes they see the Indians
paszon their return from Sconticut neclk,
en roule for the upper crossing. After
the Indians had gone on, the main
body, the prisoners and “Lightfool s
party are brought to the meadow and.
croasing the enemy's track, made “all
haste until they got over Mallapoisetit
river,” Captaln Church no doubt con-
gratulating himeelf that he had, while
encumbered wilth prisoners, avolded a
confllet wilth a superior force,

Caplain Church’s Indians who had
ltaken the path west of Lhe Great Cedar
swamp, did not arrive at the rendeg-
vous until late in the night, and 4id not
rejoin him until the next morning. They
foo had clashed with Lhe hostile In-
dianzs, and had killed three and taken
G prisoners, the same number az those
killed and taken prizoner by Church’s
parly. They had taken, besides, many
guns of those who had fled without
fighting,

It seems singular that Captain
Church in this expedition makes no
mention of seeing, or meeling with any

white man after leaving Taunton. He
had passed from Taunton to Middle-
bore, thence to Cushnet, and, ford-

ing the river, to the higher land Lo Lthe
west. Then he moved along the river
te a point  oppozite Palmers island,
then west (o the head of Apponegan-
setl, then to the site of Smiths Mills,
and then east to the river which he
probably croszed at a point very near
Cooks garrison. He had pasged over
amd back the territory now covered by
Lhe houses of New  Dedford, he had
been in the close neighborhood of both
Ruzsells and Cooks garrisons. Presum-
ably the people of Dartmouth were col-
lected in thess garrizons, bot Caploain
Church seems to have had no commu-
nication with either. To a commander

g0 wize, o a man s0 kindly
i vonsiderate,  interest  and  in-
slinct alike would hove been

powarful motives (o such a8  course.
And in the event of such conference,
I believe he would have told us of it
But it was a characteristic of this
brave Indian flghter to do whotever
he had to do with all hiz might. and
to pern:t noe matter of inferior consid-
eration Lo interfere with the main,
zreat object in view.

Beanty as was  the population of
Dartmouth it was widely =scattered.
The conformation of the territory with
inlets running from the sea deep nto
the land made Iimpossible that con-
ceniration of population 20 natural Lo
a compact township bounded by right
lineg, The general court had ordered,
June 8 1664, that the tract of land
known by the name of Acushna, Pon-
apansel  aml Coakset be  henceforth
called and known by the name of
Dartmouth, thus indicating the bhegin-
ning of a tendency of the settlers, to-
wards North Fairhaven, Bouth Dart-
month and Westporl of Loday.

Aflter Dartmouth had been destroy-
2 by the Indiana the general court,
held at Plymouth, Oct. 4, 1675, ordered,
that the people of Dartmouth, the
“barbarous heathen being greatly ad-
vantaged in their work of spoil and
destruction—through their (the set-
tlers) "‘secattersd way of living,—'"in
the rebuilding and resetiling thereof
* ®* * do soe order i, ag to live com-
pact together, at least in each village.™

This crder of the general court was
[riendly bul it was impossible to obey
it. The settlers must ild where the
conditions were favorable, where the
goll was good and the water supply
abundant.

I doubt if future investigatioms will
give us more lght on that old Dwri-
mouth, and lte history in the XKing
FPhilip war. The writers of that day
apeak vaguely of the Doarimouth mas-

gnere, and  usually  ecouple 1t with
#imilar ot in Middlebhorough,
Taunton and perhaps other towns,

Thirty houses are said to have heen
burned. The court records =zay  that
“most of theilre habltations" were dJde-
stroyed. It seems strange there was
not more deztruction of life, but 1 can-
not doubl the seitlers were [orewarned,
and forewarned is forearmed. The
mesgsacrs of Darmouth is assigned o
the latter half of July, 1675. The oul-
break at Swanzey, June 20, antedated
it more than three weeks, and that in-
terval gave full time to recelve warn-
ing and to take shelter in Russell's and
Cook's garrizons. And so when the
murderous bands came on, wilth little
impulse, or direction. save from their
own evil hearts, they found, as a rule,
only empty houses to wreck and burn.

When I undertook to tell something
to thiz society about the King Philip
war I hoped to find more than
I have given a= to the Dart-
moulh mazsacee, Bul next to  the
satisfaction of finding =a truth
ia that of burying an illusion, and if
our fmaginations have added to pain-
rml occearrences, more painful  exag-
geralions, Lhe dispelling of such accu-
mulations should zive us comfort. It i=



impossible 1o withhold our admiration And T can wish nothing betler for
from those brave and hardy men and their descendants than that they prove
woinen, the fathers and mothers of worthy of their precious heritage, the
ancient Dartmouth, dwelling in “splen- memory of the deeds and sufferings of
did fsolation,'” and relying upon them- those early days.

gelves only in the hour of danger.
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