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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

FIRST GENERAL MEETING

OF THE

OLD DARTMOUTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

GRACE HOUSE, NEW BEDFORD,

JUNE 30, 1903,

The Old Dartmouth Historical socie-
Ly, only a little over a month old, held
its firast general meeting for historical
discussion in Grace House, on Tuesday
evening, June 30, 1%03. It had been the
intention to hold the meeting in the
parlors of the house, but the members
gathered in such throngs that adjourn-
ment Lo the main hall was necessary,
and even that was comfortably fAlled.
The gociety numbered at thiz time 380
members,

Fresident Willinm W, Crapo presided.
Ag he called the meeting to order he
expresged himsslf az gratified at the
large attendance, and more gratified
by the thought that the society had
hesun its work as an active organizua-
tlon, Mr, Crapo =sald that no effort
ghould be spared (o prezerve the story
of the past, deseribe its evenis and in-
vidents or keep alive the memorics of
the men and women who contributed to
the asdvancement of the community, He
aaid that it must be admitted that New
Bedford and the towns of Old Darl-
mnouth have been backward in thiz met-
ter, and he thought It would be diff-
calt to find in New England a com-
munity of equal prominence that has
not made provision for preserving its

early hiztory, and for the safe keoping
and  exhibition of portraite, pictures,
miaps ard relics illustrating the customs
and conditions of earlier days, Neglect
o our part ard Lthat of our predeces-
=0rE has entailed a loss of much valu-
able historical treasure. That can be
remedied now only through the zeal
ard  eprnestness of those engaged in
this society., The failure i more to bhe
regretted, as Old Dartmouth was pe-
cullarly rich in material with which to
eldow such a soeciety, Its men have
ventured into  remote  asas,  viaited
glrange lands, and from far-off =zea=s
have brought rare curios. Besides this,
there have been the tales of adventure
and daring, appalling dangers and mar-
veloug escapse, The details have in a
measure vanished, because they have
codane to us only as imperfect tradilions.

“The coming generations,” Mr., Crapao
gaid, “are entitled to this knowledge,
and it rests upon a8 to furnish it. Nol
only what we have received, but that of
succesding vears. Let us leave to those
who are’ to follow us pleasant mem-
ories of the generations who have pre-
ceded ua. We have entered upon thiz
work in a spirit of confidence.  All that
is needed iz earnesiness, enthusiasm



and co-operation of the members oF
thiz =ociety. These being secured, suc-
cegsful rezulta are cortain.”

The secretary of the society, Ellis L.
Howland, reported on the work accom-
plished by the directors, A petition for
a charlter haz been [orwarded to Lhe
gecretary of state, and a  corpora-
tiorn will soon be formed. It has
been  decided to extend cill August
igt the opportunity for any one de-
giring to hecome a charter member (o
do so. Mr. Howland stated that the so-
clety numbered at the opening of the
evenlng 8 members, 13 of them lHte
members,  The summer mestings of the
society are Lo be outdoor meetings,
and the next one will probably be held
in Dartmouth. For the directors, Mr.
Howland reporied that Cortez Allen
of Weslport had resigned as a director
and the directors had nominated Ed-

ward L. Macomber of the same town
in hiz place. The nomination was coll-
lirrmed.

Georee H. Tripp reported that the di-
rectors had discussed the matter of
gultable temporary headquarters for
ihe museurmn, and called on Abbot P.
“mith az the member of the MWEeNn
committes to explain the subject.

Mr. Bmith =nld that the bDest room
the eommittee had found was in the
old Masonle building, over Ruggles &

Ellison's store. The room, which was
formerly occupied by Briggs & Law-
pence, 18 40 by T4 feet, centrally locotad,
and well Hghted, The rent is 350 a
Year,

Mr. Tripp stated that though the rent
looked high, the localion was an ad-
vantagesuz one, and the board had o
project in view by which he thought
the rent could be wiped out. He sug-
pested holding a fine loan exhibition of
untiquities, particularly thosze pertain-
ing to the whaling industry. Such an
exhibition, held in the early fall, would,
he thought, attract great attention. M
Tripp belleved that a profic equivalent
to a vear's rent could be realized in
an exhibition continning two weeks,

My, Tripp alzo reported that the
chpirman of the various sections of the
gacicty had been chosen, as follows,
and they will later organize thelr sev-
eral sections;

Historical Research—Henry B. Worth.,

Museum—Abhot P Smith.

Educatirnal—William E. Sargent.

Publication—Walter H. B. Heming-
101,

Business disposed of, the gensral
topic of the evening, “Rartholomew
Gosnold and Cuttvhunk: Their Place
in the Pioneer History of O0ld Dart-
moulh,” was taken up, The varfous

apers wore read as follows:

“Gosnold and His Colony at Cuttyhunk.”

By Annie R. Wall.

“How happy was he born  and
tnught.” the adventurous soul whose
lines were cazt in England in the spa-
cions time of great Elizabeth™; such
an one was Bartholomesw Gosnold, born
in the weat of England, where he must
have listened to many a tale of the
bronzed mariners  who thronged the
seaporos; men who had dared the Arc-
tic cold with Frobisher, or African suns
with Hawking, or under Franciz Dirake
had earried the banoer of Englancd
aronnd the world, and returned laden
with treasure from =hips and towns 00
the Bpanizh Main, together with many
a wonderful thing from foreign shores
for men to marvel over. “Home-keeping
yowth have ever homely wits,” wrote
Shakespeare, and his counirymen seem
to have taken the saving to heart. I
Gosnold were not old enough’ to have
taken part in the struggle, he would
certainly have often listened to the
story of how the little Englizh ships,

with thelr dauntless creows, hod fown
ot from every  harbor when the
heacon-fires were calling all BEngland
10 armsa, aml had sent the Invincibla
Armada o disgrace and ruin. The alr
wag full of adventure, and foremost
among those who shared in the love
of brave deeds was the gallant and ac-
complizhed Sy Walter Raleigh, under
whose polronags was fitted out an ex-
pedition for exploration and coloniza-
ilon on the coast of North America.
This expedition consisted of a single
ship, the Concosd, buoilt and owned in
Dartmonth, and was placed under the
caommand of Captain  Bartholomew
Gosnold, with Bartholomew Gullbert as
gecond officer, and a crew of 32 men in
all, of whorn two, (Flbert Arvcher and
John Brerveton, gentlemen, were to he
the historians of the undertaking. The
Moncord sailed from Falmouth, March
23, 160, in the 434 vear of Queen KEliza-
beth, and on April 23d was 200 leagues



weet of the Azores, her last port, in
viellow water, and on May Tth wos sur=-
rounded by flocks of sea-hirds, known
and unknown.

The mext day the sailors found them-
selves in zreenizsh-vellow water, where
the lead finally struck bottom at 22
fathoms, coming up with glittering
stoneg sticking to it They passaed
masse: of gea-on2e, A coorse, hemp-like
gea~wead, Acating northeasterly, bouhd,
perhaps, for Southampton, where, o
weeounl of itg cloge Intertwining, it was
used for an embankmeant at the mouth
of the river: and ere long they found
themselves on the edge of that vast ex-
tont of fAoating  sea-weeds, full of
strange wreckage of the ocean, which
we call the Sarsasso sea: bits of wood
were entangled therein, and 1o the wan-
derers Lhese seemed to bring the scenis
of shore, ag if in the fragrant groves of
Andalusia.

Their first landfall was on May 14th,
and many savages came out to meet
them, in what Mr, Archer calls a Bis-
cay shallop; though not, as was at first
suppoged, “distresged Chriastians.” they
aeed many Christinn words, not speci-
fied, and wore some ariicles of Chris-
tian clothing, notably, the chiefs waist-
coat and trowsers and hat with a bhand.
One of them drew an outling of the
consl with a bit of chalk for the Eng-
Hishmen™s guidance, and they appeired
13 understand better than they could be
updersiond, Doubtless they had had
intercourse with some fishermen on the
Banks.

O the 15Lh of May Gosnold sighted
n ereat point of lond to which, becausa
of the breakers seen, he gave the name
of Bhoual Hope or Cape, changing this
later to Cape Cod, from the nombers
of that fish in thoze waters, The cap-
tain landed and found abundance of
Lerries, vet unripe, and much sand,
very deep:; here he met a [riendly
young Indlan with plates of copper in
hiz ears. Salling southward, the Con=
pord harely ezcaped shipwreck upon the
reefd in an opening to which was given
the name of Tucker's Terror, from that
pergon’s expressed fear, and @ neigh-
boring promontory  woas called Point
Care. The next day so many reclz were
vigihle over which the surl was Lhun-
dering that they remained at anchor
until the 12th, when o boat, sent to take
gonndingg, brought back a ravorabls
peport,  Iglands, found afterwards to
be hills or hummocks, were nnl-‘.-_d, and
paily attired, but somewhat timid and
thievish, natives came 0N hoard, HAv-
ing safely passed through one of the
many hreaches, the¥y consted along,
seeing Lhe shore full of people, Funning,
ige mapeh admiring us'"  Another point
of land now won the name of Shoal
Hope, and turning gouthward they

came to a disinhabited island, which
they named Marthas Vinewvard; this is
now MNoman's Land, the earlier name
having been mysteriously  (ranslerred
tr a nelghboring izland, The Vineyard
wig . pleasant gpot, overgrown with
Lréss, vines, raspberries, eglantine, e,
and the cliffs were covered wilh flocks
of nolay sea-birds; deer ran in Lhe
wood, and fish swam in the waters. On
the 26ih they doubled the Cape of a
neighboring island, bestowing upon it
the name of Dover Cliff, (now Gay
Heady, and rode all night in a falr
aound. On May 27, in the early wmoern-
ing, they passed safely round a ledge
of rocks o mile in length above walter,
and dropped anchor in what Archer de-
clares to he one the statelicst sounds
he had ever beheld, and which was
called Gosnold’s Hope, {now Buzzards
or FFish Hawks DBayx,) To the north,
cast and west ran the mainland, and
four leagues from the shore lay an i=1-
and which Gosaold filxed upon as the

=it ol the future settlement,
and bestowed upon it the name
of Elizabeth's Il H name
which has not uncharacteristical=

¥ appropriasted to itself L(he whole
groupn.. MNorth of Ellzabeth’s Igle lay o
tiny, ecedar-covered islet, which they
called Hills Hope;, and these two isi-
ands have reverted, with sowme  for-
tunate modification. to  their Indian
names of Cuttyhunk and Penekege, and
probably the HRound HI is what was
known to the explorers as Haps Hill,
in the hope of hap or luck o be derived
from it '
Though Elizabeth's Isle was then dig-
inhabited. the roinz of a wigwam and
fishing-weir showed that Indians re-
garted thither. IL was overgrown with
wood-—oalk, bheech, ash, cedar and sas=sa.-
fras. of all of which beauty Lhers re-
maing today, but the memory, in  the
name of Copica:, the shady, borne by
g =mall point of land.
“Here eglantine embalmed the air,
Hawthorne and hazel mingled there,"
and such “roots and herbe' as siraw-
berries and tansy grew abundantly. 2o
fertile was the =oil that English pulse,
aown there, sprouted hulf o foor high
in a fortnighl. The seed may have
eome Trom Jack’s Beanstalk, Within
the izland, which was some four miles
in eircumference, they came upon &G
pond of fresh water, within which was
o Liny iglet, overgrown with cedar. This
falet, admirahly suited for a place of
defense, was chosen to be the cradle of
the infant colony, and on it they deter-
mined to bumild a fortified house, Gos-
nold made several trips ahout the bay,
exploring it. disappearing once for two
dava from the eyes of his anxious peo-
ple, who had some trouble With the
Indians, and grew apprehensive; nor



kad they ever heard sweeter music than
their chief's lewre whistle when he re-
turned to them in safeby.

On Mav 2=t Gosnold paid a visit to
the mainland—che exact spot is hard to
determine,—where he was courtecously
welcomed by the Indians, who bestow-
ed gifts of skins, tobacco, turtle, wam-
pom, chains, ete. Archer thought this
mainland the goodliest continent ever
seenn, replenizhed with fair fields, and
in Lhem [ragrant fAowers: alsc mead-
ows, and hedged in with stately groves,;
being farnished alsoc with pleasant
brooks, and heautified with two main
rivers that (ag we judge) may haply
becomse good harborz, and conduct us to
the hopes men =0 greaedily do thirst
after.”

The fsland lakelet was supplied by
springs “‘running exceedingly pleasant-
1¥,"”" saves Mr. Brereton, “through the
rocky, wooded ground,” and on the
northern edge of the island lay bleach-
ing the huge skeletons of whales, por-
Lenls of the fatuare.

While the building was going on, the
Indlans often came and traded their
warez for such articles as straw hats
and glittering knives, which latter Lthey
much coveted, though they falled to ap-
preciate the hiting qualities of English
muatard, One, having been bidden to
girike Are, Jdid =0 with an emerald-
atone, =uch as glaziers use, which Arch-
er opines to have been of the kind call-
&d by the Lating, amiris, The fort was,
of courze, of the rudest constructiol.
but vwery awvailable, bailt of rough
stones, and rubbished, that iz, the crat-
nies were filled in with bushes and
twige, and ils position made 1t Lhor-
oughly sulted to defense, Had the col-
ony  remained, 1t might have had a
atory as full of wild adventure as many
a little peel on ithe Scottizsh marches.

The explorers seem to have twice vie-
{ted Waushon, the largest island of the
group, where they sowed grain that
grew with amazing rapidity, and where
they startled the deer and heron In the
ptately forest, which this island alone
of the Blizaheths has been privileged to
retain.

Much =massafraz, prized for supposed
medicinal gualities, and cedar were col=
lecied for the return voyage, but the

question of provisions was a difficult
OTE ] those who remained feared
to loge their share of the profits of the
venture, and after much discussion the
enterprize wag abandoned; the little
fort left to fall into decay, the beans to
grow at their own sweet will; and on
the 18th of June the good little ship
Concord, whoze name had not proven
to he wholly ominous of lhe result,
doubled the rocky ledges of Elizobheths
i=lund, bidding a laglt farewell to the
blue waters of Gosnolds Hope; passed
Dover Cliff, whose brilliantly-colored
clave were gleaming in the sunshine,
and sel her course once more for the
broad Atlantic. On July 234, she cast
anchor in Exmouth harbor, having but
one cake of bread and no drink but
vinegar left on board.

In & letter to his father, Gosnold de-
seribeg the climate of Elizabeths Isle
and its nelghborhood asz colder than
that of those partg of Europe on the
game parallel, but warmer than in Eng=
land, though the spring came a month
lzter—still, as he prudently remarks.
that may have been unusual The pre-
vailing westerly winds are noted, and
ithe healthfilness of the climate infer-
red from the advanced age of many of
ithe natives.

Mot long after Gosnoeld's return, the
great guesn paszed away, but the he-
rofle mariner sought service under her
less  adventurouns succeessor, and  the
vear 1607 finds the discoverer of Hliza-
heths Isle among the settlars of James-
town, once more under the patronage
of 3ir Walter Raleigh. On this expedi=
tion went our old acquaintance, Gull-
hert Archer., and Captain John 8mith.
of pleasant memory, who, recently
freed from a Turkish prison by the ald
of the fair Tragablzanda, was lured
by Brereton’s narrative of his voyage
to joln the new wventure to Virginia,
wheres he was to owe his life to another
of hi= guardian angels, the Indian,
Pocahontas,

Of the first council of the colony
Caprain Gosnold wag o member, but his
daring and active life was drawing to
g close; on August 284, 1607, the hardy
sailor died at Jomestown, and thers, in
a nameless orave, he rests,
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“The Modern Settlement at Cuttyhunk.”

By Elizabeth Watson.

Might before last, at this time, T was
in the lttle church at Cuttyvhunk. It
was an unusual occasion, for two min-
iglers occupled the platform—LUhe resi-
dent and a wvisiter.  The latter had
charge of the service, and before givings
out hiz text he regretted that he had
chosen the same one from which his
brother had preached in the alflernoon,
Being unable to rige to the emergency
and ofter o new =2ermon on the spur of
the moment, he carried out his original
lan, T am in somewhat the same @me-
barrassing pogition, Mor, although the
gubject for thiz evening has been di-
vided, the lines of thought musi some-
times necessarily cross, and I shall per-
heps repeat what others have said. But
as this iz the paper that I have pre-
pared for the oocasion, it is (o this thac
voul will be ohliged to listen. Cultyhunk
iz an experience, entlrely surrounded
by water. From Lhe time when we
leave the Cyvgnet and climb inte the 1it-
tle =ajlboat In Cuttyhunk harbor,
among a collection of boxes and bass
keta of provigions, trunks, grips, fish-
ing tackle and possibly a freezer of iee
eream, and anxiously ask Captain CLf-
ford if it is going to rain, to the mo-
ment when, on owor  relurn trip, we
hurry Lo Lhe whesl house of the Lug and
fearfully ask Captain Sherman if it is
going to be rough, New Hedford be-
eomes a fading memory, and we live,
for a time, in another world—a content-
ed litle world of mutual helpfulness
and hopefulnezs, as is evidenced by
Captain Clifford's angwer. For, though
gkiea may be lowering, and an occa-
sionnl dash of roain ssem somewhat diz-
comraging, he =miles  cheerfully  and
zays: I guess it will clear. You might
juzt ag well think the best is going to
happen, so long as you don't Koow,"™

Bustained by Lthis buooyant philoso-
vhy, we enjoy the novel sensation of
apparently being run straight on  the
rock=; but to our surprise we are ot
shipwrerked, and presently a rope (8
thrown tothe beach where o wogon and
a couple of horees are waiting, and we
are towed along the ghore to the
landing, We then [orm a mest unso-
elable, =ingle file procession and wend
our way across a narrow plank walk,
two hoards wide, which i= built over
the rosemary in the marsh, the sand
and the stones. We do not get a vory
distinet ides of the =cenery at this
time, nur whole attention being given
to keeping in the =iralght and narroew
WAY,

- When we leave the plank walk we
SR ERE LY

look for the street; but we are in 4
grreetless town:; and through the fields
and back vards we make our way Lo
the post office, where the event of the
day iz taking place, The people are
gathered shout the little window with
u griting of wooden slats. which great-
Iy resembles a peach crale, and as the
postmaster rewads the names on the
newly arrived letiers, the owners RLep
forward like pradusates about to receive
diplomas.  When this ceremony ig over
ihere are friendly chats and matters
af buginess are seitled, for this little
hack room 2 the Exchange of Cutty-
hunk: then, happy or disappainted, the
members of Lhe group disperae to wail
for tomorroyw and another madl.

Thiz s in summer. when the boat
rung dnily, But through the long wil-
ter monthsg, only once a week the mails
pre brousghtl, and then, if the weather
iz too inclement, the trip i postponed
to the next fair day. Meanwhile, the
islanders walt, and mend their nets,
and traps and lobater pots, And so
ihe winter days go by. Bul there iz
gocial disgipation way out here in the
ocean, and we hear of progresaive
whist parlies, while the word Cpedrn
145 ot 'I_T.'I'IHI'IUH'IL here,

Life 1z wery =imple a2t Cuttvhunk.
There are noe strikes or unions; each
man works for himzelf, amnd thus
heautifully combines amd harmonizes
capital and labor, Out of the hundred
inhabltants =@ cerialn number  ari
clagsed as voters, and presumably are
gometimes ealled upon to vote [or
soinehody or something; bul the gues-
tHion of politles 18 by no means o vital
one, cand the “machine’” has evidently
not vet hecome u necesgity, Thelr High
srhool questlon is far in the [uture
The Httle white schoolhouge now boasi:
) papile, but we hear of the time when
there were only five—and one Season
education waa dispensed to three schol-
ars, one of whom was the teacher's Tiltle
wirl, The clash of creesds is not heard
in the land. For willy-nilly the peopls
must be Methodists, and during the
summer  months gratefully receive
fromm the copference a1 hopeful  youne
stwdent from  one of the theologicnl
echools. A3 he is not a regularly or-
dained minister, he eannot perform the
tnarriage ceremony, and therefore the
wedding day iz not that named by the
bride-elect, but the one when the pre-
siding elder takes in Cuttyhunk on his
round of duty, Asto funerals, there are
pone, an the natives say. The tradition
iz thot they wers obliged to kill a man



io =tart the cemetery. Perhaps the
health of the inhabitants iz duse to the
tfact that it is such a difficult and ex-
penzive matter to call a doctor. Bul
the little cemetery ig now o sacred spot
because It is the resting place of those
e who lost their lives while trying to
save others; those men whom Cutty-
hunk proudly calls her heroes,

It iz always well to learn o business
from the very beginning, in all its de-
tailg, and thie the summer minister has
w fine opportunity to do,
crhuarch, lights the lamps, and the early
comers find him just inside the door
ringing the bell. The bullding is an
immuculate little structure with fres-
coed walls, a fresh red carpet, a nice
cabinet organ and settees for about a
hundred people, And the bright glow

of the lamps Impresses one with the
idea that there are no foollsh virgins
in Cutty¥yhunk. In fact, one notices in

those simple homes the most absoluts
neatness and cleanliness. What wonder
that the one little back room which
serves as Lhe store should be stocked
mainly wilh soap and sapolio and biue=

ing? The other chief commaodicy is
candy,
All provisions, =ave fish and vege-

tables, are brought from New Bedford,
and orders must be gent the day before
ihe articlezs are needed; In winter &
week or two  before, If a guest ar-
rives unexpectedly on the boat, the
honsekeeper cannot telephone in hasie
tor a long lHat of thinga to be sent up
richt oif, but the neighbors chesrfully
come Lo the rescue, and the visitor may
=prend Mra. A's butter on Mre. BH's
bread, and eat it well seasoned wilh
Mr=, Oz hospitality., A pretty instance
of the mutual helpfulnezz of the peo-
ple happened the other morning. Wae
were &t hreakfast, when a little girl
came to the door with, “Mother wants
o know if wou will lend her some
gugar?” The bowl was quickly filled,
and hardly before the door closed two
little boye appeared with a big basket,
saying: “Mother zent up the lobaterz o
you wouldn't have to come for them,"

The amount of live stock on the isl-
and, except the sheep, is very limited.
Thers are twn horses, tTwo mules and =
donkey, There are so few cows that
the milk is apportionsd according to the
number in a family, which remihds us
of the Pilgrim days, when one cow was
allotted to 1% persons,  There are a few
dogz and cats and hens and chickens,
But the sheep, which belong to the
club, can he counted by hundreds, and
far across the hills they can he seen
feeding, quite ke the plctures of the
English downg. Oh! T forgolt to men-
tinm that a monkey has lately heen
added to the attractions, and It yet
may become the nucleus of a fine park
sVHELEM.

He opens the

So miguch for the little settlement of
about 30 houses. But there are other

attractions for the wvizitor, who huas
seenn upon the shore the stranded
wirecks, and heard the storles of the

wild nights when the life-zavers are
ahroad,

Alongz the narrow strip of land, piled
high with amooth, slippery, sea-worn
stones, we walk to the life-saving sto-
Lion. A recent wreck is being driven
farther and farther upon the beach:
the scattered bones of earlier wrecks
arrew the shore; there I8 o great mass
of twisted iron cable, like an immenae
cage, and over it all is the rory light
of sunrize,

For we have started early, in order
to s the morning practice drill. When
we reach the station, if we are par-
ticular friends of the kKeeper, and look
into the dining room with longing eves,
we may be treated to coffes and ginger—
br@_ud;—ntherwise we stand around and
wait, till the big deors are thrown
open, and the men hurriedly drag the
heach apparatue to the shore. This iz a
gort of car holding ropes, cables, shot
liner and all the necesszities to bhe vzed
on land in sending aid to vesaels in
digtres=a. A line ia shot to o wreck [l
rosembling the mast of a ship, which
1B erected on land at some distance
from Lhe station. When it catches up-
o & platform near the top of the pole,
i surfman guickly runs up a ladder,
Iniakesa the rope fast to the mast and
then draws over the cable on which ig
#ent 1o him the breeches buoy, a con-
11'Iw}n¢-e rezembling a large and com-
modions pair of canvas breeches, into
which the rescued mariner guickly
dropz and i8 safely drawn to shore over
the surging waves of grass and =sand,
This i8 all a very pretty play in the
summer sunshine, but on a atormy win-
ter night, when the wreck pole iz the
quivering mast of a sinking ship, the
fizht with death iz a grim reality to
Lhose hrave men, This performance
over, we next inspect the life boats
im=ide the station, and proceed to lessen
our ignorance by asking the keeper n
number of guestions, wise and other-
wize, As he 18 a most courteous and
patient man, we learn that 10 months
of the year there are =six men on duty
at the etation: from December to Maw
there are seven, From sunset till sun-
rige two men are on patrol along the
twn miles of dangerousz const, to keep
a leokout for wvesselz in distress, o
burn =ignalg which mayv keep them
from the rocks.

At the station a record iz made four
times a dav of the atate of the weath-
er, the tide, the surf, the thermometer
and the harometer., From the observa.
tory on the highest hill a watch is kept
all day for any vessels needing help or
running inte danger, The statlon was



apened Peh, 14, 180, and since thal
lime the crew has gone to the relief
of about 120 veszels,

We And in the houses many relice of
thoze wreecks, and we may eat [rom a
plate that came from the Fairfax,
drink frown a cup that was on the In-
dlan, and place our burter on a dainty
little butier dish from the Admiral
Dewey; which would be a rather grue-
some neal did we not think of the lives
ithat were gaved, If we remember the
Dewey oranges which we ate here in
New Bedford, after that famous wreck,
we fask to see the apot where she waz
ioat, And we Haten with fast beating
hearts, ag the Sow and Plgs reef is
pointed out to us, to the story of that
fautal night, in 1883, when the Aquatic
siruck tho=se ghoals, and the heroes ol
Cuottyhunk periashed, These men, we
are told, were not from the lifte-zaving
slation, but were volunteers, who man-
ned the boat of the Humane society,
and were swamped when putting off Lo
the wreck,

Long before the life-saving station
was established here, the Humane so-
ciety had a station at Cuttyhunk, and
still malntaina four boats, which are
kept at diifferent points on the daonger-
oug shore. For most dangergus those
shores are. IFf we look at the map we
zee how the little dot marked Cutty-
hunk 1z the last of the group of izl-
andsz, and takes the firet brunt of the
GORAN WaAves.

iin the hills we often see motionless
figures with spyglasses, walching for
in-coming ahips, for piloting = still o
business with the men of Cuttyhunk.
And thiz reminds me, that according
1o the newspaper stalement—bul gquite
unknowmn to me previously—I am to tell
you the relation of Cuattyhunk to the
New Bedford whale fisheries, or some-
ching of the sort. S0 in order (o prove
the peporter correct, T will simply =ay
that the whale zhipz used to pick up
their pilots off Cuttyhunk and Vineyard
Haven, and that one of the men on the
izland told me that 11 ships were ohncea
Laken o New Bedford in a single day
by Cuttvhunk pilots, I do not know of
any other relations, although I may he
migtaken, Az T have not very carefully
lonked un the genealogy of Cuity-
hunnk.

The familinrity with the spy-glass is
by no means confinesd to the pilots, for
an one occasion I expressed Some S3Ur-
pdse that a certaln adventure should
have been 2een at such a long distance,
when the quick reply came: “Oh! There
i=n’t & house on the izland but what
har a apy-glass."’ )

We can hardly balieve that the island
wag ever wooded, for the only trees
there are are two rows of silver pop-
lars that forim a =hady lane to the gar-

den of the Cuttvhunk club, an organi-
Zotlion which owns nearly all of the i=l-
and. Tf we have the privilege of know-
ing a member we are invited to enter
the gaie and walk through the well-
kepl grounds to the broad plazgza on the
ovean aide. Here we  have o most
magnificent view ol Gay Head and
Vinevard sound, while through the fine,
taounted spy-glasa we can descry the
fishermen’s hutz on Nomangland. The
hospitality of the club is offéred 1o us
it full strength if we are gentlemen,
and mildly tempered for us if we are
ladirs, The club was organized in 1865
18 a Gentleman's Fighing club, and
the precarious looking CIUSE WA NS
which run out into the water atl in-
tervalse all along the shore are the
fishing stands where the members =ic
and pull in striped base till they are
cxhousted., Pictures of their wrophies
adorn the club hoonse walls, The mem-
hership iz limited, at present, to 25
men, ameng whom we find geveral
whose nomes are on the roll of the Old
Dartmouth Historical society.

At the west end, as it iz called, is
the Hghthousze, and the keeper will take
us in o bont Lo Gosnold's islamnd, We
read that Gosnceld found turtles Lheres,
and we feel that the [dentlty of his
landing place must be established be-
vond a doubt when we 2ee the huge
creatures under water. Knowing that
thege reptilea lwe hundreds of yeoars,
we pven think 1t pozsible that the old-
#2l Inhabitent may have besn present
nt the landing. The rocks are coverad
with very small turtles, about an inch
and a half or two inches long, suitable
for children, who gather them as one
wotlld gather huckleberries.

O the island and the monument, you
have heard the story; only let me say
10 Mr. Ricketson that the march of
progress in Cutlybhunk iz toward his
monument: for already the people are
altating the guestion of a bridge from
the shore (o the izland, and T was re-
aquested to mention it to che committes,
On our way to the West End we walk
along the edge of the cliff, and look
down on the broken wreck of the
Agquatic which drifted ashore after
many days. We watch the myriads of
gwallowa that have their nests in the
gandy cliffs: or atep from our path Lo
pick some sweet wild sreawherries or
gather a tempting mushroom, O per-
haps we wander through the middle ot
the izland along the narrow path worn
by the feet of the children of the light-
hovse keeper. on their way o z2chool,
I we are very courageous, atud iU Qs
late in the afternoon, we pick our way
oyver Lhe stony beach on the other side
and ook off toward Horse Neck and
Epaconnet and Newport, glorious in the
sunset light. But all thiz 18 when theres



is sunshine at Cuttyhunk. There are
other times, dark, lonely nights, when
one cannot gleep for the pounding of
the waves an the shore, and we ook
ouat of the window into the white world
of foz, 80 weird and specirnl. We reai-
ize Lthal we are on that sea-sgwept izl-
and, cut off from home and friends. A
airangs sense of desolation comes ovVer
uE, and we feel like the little boy, who,
when oertain domestic arrangenienis
made it necessary for him to change his
glesping room, called  to his mother,

10

“¥Fou don't suppose God  will forgel
that T have gone up in the third story,
do yon 7

But God doesz not forget this island
in the ocean, and those of us who have
enjoved the hospitality of its  kind-
hearied, senerous people, and recall the
happy dawvs there, pray for His
richest hlessings to fall upon the little
community at sun-kissed, wave-wash-
ed, winl-swept, fog-wrapped Cutty-
hunk.

“The Gosnold Memorial Shaft and Some-
thing of the Geology of Cuttyhunk.”

By Walton

The first suggestion regarding a fit=
ting memorial to Bartholomew Gosnold
amd hi= companions, so far ag 1 can
learn, occurs in Ricketson's history of

HMew Hedford, written hall a century
azo, and published in the spring of
155K,

Tn chapter 11, on Buzzardsz bay anid
the Flizabeth islands. arfter alluding to
their discovery by the Northmen in the
10ih century, the historian gquoles Crom
the journals of Archer and Brerelon
ithose passages relating particularly Lo
ithe lzland of Cutivhunk., by Gosnold,
nimed Klizabeth, in honor of the gqueaen,
afterwand the name given to the chaln
of islands from MNonamesett to Cutty-
hunk.

After alluding to their discovery, as
mentioned above, the writer says:

1L = iruly a consecrated spol, and
should henceforth be devoted to the
fostering of that noble and adventurois
apirit, ag well as the kind and friendly
relations hetween mankind, manifested
in the intercourze of thoze hardy ad-
venturars with the natives they have
mel, In the name and to the memory
af Bartholomew Gosnold, whose bones
lie in an unknown grave in Virginia,
where he died Augusc 28 1807, let it bhe
congecrated, A small, round and castel-
lated form of tower, built of stone, In
a rude but subsrantial manner, would
he in good keeping with the historical
associations of this spot, which might be
called Foanold tower or fore.

With a laudable desire to carry oUt
ithe suggeation of our historian, the
Cuttyhunk elub, through the enthusi-
azm of one of its prominent members,

Ricketson.

underteok, with hearty interest, the
erection of a memorial worthy of the
important event it was Lo commemo-
rate, but, after raising o fund for this
purpase, they were unable to make sat-
i=sfoctory arrangements with the ow=
erg of the little islet, so were obliged,
art last, reluctantly to abandon the un-
dertaking.

While wisiling the islet a few years

ngo with two congenial friends, well
Enown in literary circles for their
acholarly attainments and  love of

places having a human Interest, there
wag much animated talk on the impor-
tanece of at once making o vigorous at-
empl toward not only honoring the
rdiscoverers, but noticing with appropri-
ate exercizes, the first ter-centenary
in the English history of this country,
antedating as 1t does both Jamestown
in 1607 and Plymouth in 1620,

Two years ago the =same gentleman
alluded to above as prominent in the
initinl attempt toward a memorlal, not
having lost interezt in the good work,
gained the ready co-operation of two-
of hi= friends, and formed our “Goz=
neld Memorial committes," They al
once matured their plans, drew up @
circular explaining their object and
nesds, made a design for the memorial
tower, and acgquired the free use of the
;quf_'lt from the owners. This was in
=41,

Boon arrangements were  made for
celebrating the ter-centenary of the
landine of Gosnold on Cuttyhunk, and
on June 4, 1902, new style, which date-
corresponds with May 25th, old style,
{the day upon which the voyagers land-



ed,) a party of gentlemen visited the
island, and with appropriate exercises
laid the corncr-stone of the memorial
tower., The party comprisced the follow-
ing eentlemen: Francis  Ellingwood
Abbot, Ld. Ix, of Cambridge, Mass.;
BEdwin D, Mead, Esq.. of Boston, edltor
of the New Hngland Magazine; George
Gregerson Wolkins, Bsg., president of
the O1d South Historical society of
Hoston: Ellis Lorving Howland; and the
loeal committee: Hon, Charles 5. Ran-
dall, George Fox  Tucker, Esq., and
Walton Ricketzon,

Mr. Randall kindly placed his yachi
sl the service of the company, amd on
arriving at the faland they were metl
by a committes of the igslanders, and at
onee proceeded over hill and dale to the
pond and izlet at the west end. The
pond is aboul two miles in cireuil, and
the i=let of nearly an acree in area. 1
had already visited the lslet, gelected a
proper stone, and carved on ite flat
surface the name of Gosnold and Lhe
dates, 1R02-102,

Having gquoted freely froomnm the pages
of Ricketson's history, the following
dedication was read, the Ccorner-sLone
being lald at the proper time:

“We dedicate this historic i=let to
Bartholomew Gosnold and his  com-
paniona, who landed here May 25, 1607,
nld style, and built a fort and store-
house, the firset English habitotion buailt
an this continent. We propose to erect
a tower to commemorate that impor-
tant event, and now  lay its corner-
gltone, We thus s=ignalize the iter-cen-
tenary of the first attempt al English
settlement on this continent. In this
act we take the lead in the long series
of ter-cenfenninl celebrations which are
Lo Follow. ™’

Informal addréesses were made by D,
Abbot, Mr, Mead and Mr, Wolkins, the
ecxereigez clozing with a few informal
remarks by olhers present,

The necessary funds to just cover the
contract price having been raised, the
Cutiyvhunk club kindly offering from the
adiacent shores and fields all of the
stone and sand we might need, work
an the tower was commenced early last
ppring. The work has progressed slow-
1%, but otherwise satigfactorily, and
Trom present appearances the memorinl
will be completed In a few weeks and
the dediention take place probably in
August. All of the contributors will
b motified as to this event, and, as the
st iz guite large, and the trip to the
igland attended with zome difflcuoities,
we shall be abliged to confine our in-
vitations to thoss who have so willingly
and seneronzly aszsiared, A commodi-
ous slearm Yacht hoas been choartered to
convey the patrons to the islamd, and
lTunch wiil he =erved on board,

It hag been announced that I would
have something to say regarding the
geology of Cuttyhunk.

11

I will only give a brief outline of the
mewt important phenemenon, the evi-
dences of zlacial iInfluence shown by The
bowlders zirewn broadeast in some lo-
calities, but in others laid in well de-
fined moraines.

To the siudent of natural history the
island offers o [eld of great interest
geologically, from the [ocl that along
itz shores and hills are strewn the har-
verst of the great ice sheel of the gla-
cial eporh.  During that period Lhere
existed over New England o mass of
ice extending from the mountains of
Vermont and New Hampshire o the
seacoast, and varying in thickness from
ind to 60K feet in Lhickness, with a
gieady, irresistible fAow southward,
“abrading, plowing, crushing amnd tears
ing from ithe underlying slopes and
summits fragmetils of rock. It took up
ithe lonse earth and stones, abraded the
hard rocks, plowed into the =oft, and
broke and tore off large and small
bowlders from the fissured or jointed
pocksz.  The ice mass was o coarss tool,
but through the facility with which it
broke and adapted itself to uneven Sur=
faces, it was well fitted for all kinda
ol zhoving, tearing and abrading work.
Moreover, (1 was a tool urged on by
enormous pressure,.” Along the south-
ern edge of the ive-cap, from the Fal-
mouth hillg westward, along ihe shores
of the Elizabeth islands, can be traced
the moraine left by the receding ice.
Zand, cravel and bowlders, some of the
fatter weighing hundreds of Tons, are
strewn along the shore.

in the cobble beach at the west end
are thousands of smooth and polished
#tones of many sizes and colorgs—white,
blue, red, pink, gray and brown, Gath-
er o handlful of gravel lower down oo
the heach, and vou will find the same
in minlature. The granite gnelss and
quartz may have come [rom this vi-
cinity, 1he pudding stone from Dorches-

tey, The rezl Dorchester giant of
Haolmes'  Inimitable poem, was  this
glacial  monster,  rlding  rough-shod
Oy the lard. Fragmenls TOTTL
from the primitive rock by
glacierz, bhorne hundreds of niles
and dropped, can  be traced with

unerring certalnty to their original lo-
cality, and I presume it iz possible (o
find minerala on the shore of Cutiy-
hunk, the only counterparis of which
must be sought for in the mountalns
of Vermont and New Hampshire,

Tn plowing its pathway southward to
the =sea, this powerful ice mill has
strewn the land with fertile s0il for
the production of plant and animal life,
placed various materials used by oman,
and after aceomplishing its grand ob-
jeet retired. Thizs wos the long winber
of the past, svceeeded by the spring
and sammer of today, with its wealth
of varied 1ile,
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