
Harbor of Hope: Nineteenth Century New Bedford | Grades 8 – 12  
New Bedford’s successful whaling industry led to a society that was prosperous, diverse, and 

mobile. Explore the social relationships forged by this industry with a particular focus on the 

experiences of African Americans, Cape Verdeans and Azoreans in New Bedford.  

Learning standards will be met, as students:  
• Understand the relationship between New Bedford’s economy and its social structure  

• Explore the contributions that different social groups made to the advancement of the whaling 

industry  

• Investigate the evolution of the abolitionist movement in New Bedford  

• Discuss the experiences that Quakers, Azoreans, Cape Verdeans and other immigrant groups 

had when they relocated to New Bedford 

 

 

Jacobs Balcony 

 Whale Skeletons (See attached information sheet) 

 Sea chest – use mirrors, krill, flipper bone, etc. 

 Anatomy case across from elevator (brain, oil, teeth, eye, etc.) 

 

Sperm Whale Gallery 

 Sea Chest 

 Sperm Whale Skeleton (see attached information sheet) 

 Whaleboat – describe the chase 

 Lewis Temple’s Toggle Iron – how did this change whaling? 

 

Lagoda and Go A’Whaling I Must 

 Begin the stop at the Bourne desk. Explain what Seaman’s papers are and why New 

Bedford became such a haven for escaped slaves 

o Quakers don’t believe in slavery, making a good place for free slaves.  

o Equal work for equal pay onboard a whale ship 

o Easy to get Seaman’s papers, and then become an official free man  

 Explain the history of Seaman’s Papers, starting in the war of 1812 when English ships 

would remove American sailors from their American ships because the sailors could not 

prove they were American (impressment) 

 Allow a few students to be measured and then sign up in the book to receive their 

seaman’s papers.  

 Point out Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey’s portrait. Who was he? Why is he 

important? 

o He used seamen’s protection papers to escape slavery, moved to New Bedford, 

changed his name to Frederick Douglass, became leading abolitionist 

 Explain to students that New Bedford was a major stop on the Underground Railroad 

 While aboard the Lagoda allow students to explore, then gather them together by the 

carpenters bench to explain the process of processing a whale, and answer any questions 

they might have.  

 Near the bow of the Lagoda let students smell the oil (brown and stinking whale oil, poor 

quality) 



 Discuss the lay process while students are gathered around the money interactive. Each 

student would get 1/200
th

 of the profits. Go through each deduction on the wall for shoes, 

pocket money, and tobacco… leaving the worker with next to nothing, or sometimes less 

than nothing!  

o Do not let students take the Lagoda bucks – these are for family visitors. 

There are not enough for all of the students. 
 

Davis Observation Deck and Voyage around the World 

 Inside: Tell students what they will see when they go onto the deck  

 Outside (if warm enough): Let students observe for a few minutes and then gather them 

together to point out more landmarks  

 Reinforce reasons why New Bedford became a leading whaling port 

o Protected deep water harbor 

o Proximity to transportation routes in land and down coast 

o The business expertise of its residents (Quakers) 

o A concentrated community effort (all parts of the industry were locally 

controlled) 

o Ability to locally manufacture the oil and baleen into products for consumption 

Take students into hallway, teach them to coil lines (perhaps have a few try before you explain it 

to them) 

Azorean Whalemen Gallery 

 What are the Azores? (9 volcanic islands located west of Portugal) Let students feel the 

archway – this is made from the volcanic stone of one of the islands. What is another 

name for volcanic stone? (Igneous) 

 Who settled on the Azores? Why? 

o Portuguese, Flemish and Jews: The Azores were used as a stop on the route to the 

Far East (oceanic version of Silk Road), and also offered a safe haven for Jews 

during the Inquisition when they were being persecuted on the mainland. 

o Whaleships would stop on the islands for supplies and to fill out the crew (takes 

approximately 2 weeks to reach the Azores from New Bedford) 

o Azorean males were forced to serve 8 years in the Portuguese military upon 

turning 16 years old. Whaleships offered an alternative. 

o The Azores became so important in maritime trade, President Jefferson appointed 

America’s first foreign consul to the Azores. 

o So many Azoreans settled in New Bedford, part of the city became known as 

“Little Faial.” 

o Portuguese-Americans are now the 4
th

 largest ethnic group in Hawaii, 5
th

 largest 

in Rhode Island and 8
th

 largest in Massachusetts (largest in New Bedford, with 

39% of total population). Two of the three largest Portuguese communities in the 

US are in Boston and San Francisco, due largely to the whaling industry. 

Cape Verdean Maritime Gallery 

 What are the Cape Verde Islands? (10 volcanic islands located west of Africa) 

 Who settled on Cape Verde? Why? 

o Portuguese, Jews, Africans 

o Same reasons as Azores, also played significant role in trans-Atlantic slave trade 

(also known as Triangle Trade) 



 Products from New England or Europe to Cape Verde, traded for slaves to 

be sold in Caribbean or southern states for goods (tobacco, rum, molasses, 

sugar) to be traded for products in New England or Europe 

 Over 10 million Africans were brought to America onboard slave ships 

 Cape Verdeans were often considered to be excellent whalemen due to commitment, ease 

at sea and physical ability 

 By the end of the 1800s, the New Bedford whaling industry was controlled primarily by 

Azoreans and Cape Verdeans 

o As the whaling industry waned, Cape Verdeans left New Bedford for other 

opportunities, particularly working the cranberry bogs of Wareham, Carver, 

Plymouth, Rochester, and the Cape. 

 There are currently at least as many Cape Verdean-Americans as there are people living 

in Cape Verde (500,000). The majority of Cape Verdean-Americans can trace their 

ancestry through New Bedford – the city is sometimes called the “Ellis Island of Cape 

Verdeans.” 

 Take group through rest of exhibits, allowing students to move at their own pace and see 

what interests them (most likely the animals). Use the stairs by the Arctic exhibits or 

travel back to the elevator to proceed to next stop. 

 

 

 

Cuffe Kitchen, scrimshaw, ship model gallery (Dartmouth model – Boston Tea Party) 

 Explain the trans-Atlantic slave trade (if you have not already – see Cape Verdean 

Maritime Exhibit for summary) 

 Quakers: What do the students know about Quakers (besides the oatmeal)? 

o Christian protestant denomination, founded by George Fox in 17
th

 century 

England 

o Pacifists, plain clothes, refusal to swear oaths, opposition to slavery, opposition to 

alcohol 

o Bring students to “Endicott and the Red Cross” 

 Explain that Quakers were not often treated well by others due to their 

beliefs 

 Ask the students to find the Quaker in the painting (he’s the one in the 

stocks) 

 How might this have affected their decision to accept other minorities? 

Captain Paul Cuffe 

 John Slocum, a Quaker in Massachusetts, purchased Kofi, a slave from Africa in the 

1740s, but could not reconcile being a Quaker and slave owner and freed him 

 The grandfather clock on display in the Conduct Us to Our Hope gallery was owned by 

John Slocum 

 Kofi moved to Cuttyhunk, married a Wampanoag named Ruth Moses, and had ten 

children together 

 Moved to farm in Dartmouth, Kofi passed away in 1772, Paul (child #7) persuaded 

siblings to change name to Cuffe (was Slocum) 

 At age 16, Paul signed onboard whaling ship, then became merchant sailor 

o Was prisoner of war in American Revolution for 3 months in New York 



o Paul built small cargo vessel with brother, traveled back and forth to Martha’s 

Vineyard, Nantucket and Cuttyhunk, and was ambushed by pirates in 1779 and 

several times after. 

o Refused to pay taxes without representation in 1780, petitioned state to change 

 Was denied at that time, but his petition was one of the influencing 

documents that led Legislature to grant voting rights to all free male 

American citizens in 1783 

 Married Alice Pequit (also a Wampanoag) in 1783, moved to Westport, raised 7 children 

o Amassed fortune through maritime trade and investments, became wealthiest 

African American and Native American in the United States 

o Opened one of America’s first racially integrated schools in Westport, MA 

o Starting in 1807, became involved in Sierra Leone colonization by free blacks in 

America 

o In 1812, ship and its property were seized due to Embargo Act during war of 1812 

 Cuffe appealed to Presidents James Madison, met with him at White 

House, convinced President he was not aware of embargo and was given 

back all property 

 Health deteriorated, passed away September 1817 (age 58) 

 All we have of his in our collection are his chair, pipe, compass, and wood from his 

kitchen 

 Bring students to “Endicott and the Red Cross” 

o Who is the main character in this painting? How do you know? Can any of the 

students spot the Quaker in the painting? How is he being treated? Why? 

o Quakers were persecuted throughout New England – New Bedford became a safe 

haven 

 French & Indian War: American side of Seven Years’ War between British and French 

(point out musket) 

 War resulted in increased taxes for colonists, led to unrest 

 William Rotch Sr.’s ships, Beaver and Dartmouth, were sent to London in 1773 to sell oil 

o After sale of oil, ships were chartered for East India Company to bring tea to 

Boston 

o December 16, 1773 – Patriots board ships, destroy all of the tea 

o What did they do to the ships? – They brought brooms on board and swept them 

clean (destroy British property, preserve American property) 

 

Harboring Hope in Old Dartmouth 

 Take students to map in the link across from the door to the Bourne Building 

o Show students bust of Bartholomew Gosnold. Ask if they studied explorers this 

year. Have them name a couple (Vasco de Gama, Henry Hudson, Juan Ponce de 

Leon, Christopher Columbus, Marco Polo, John Smith, and Ferdinand Magellan 

might be a couple names that come up – you don’t need to know these at this 

time) 

o Ask if they have heard of Gosnold. Most likely they have not. 



 Gosnold explored the eastern coast of New England in 1602 for England. 

It was he and his crew who named Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, and the 

Elizabeth Islands.  

 He was here, interacting with Wampanoag, 5 years before Jamestown and 

18 years before Plymouth Plantation. 

 Among the resources he was looking for was sassafras, which was 

believed to help common ailments (now known not to be true) 

 He traveled to Virginia 5 years later and helped John Smith settle 

Jamestown 

 Allow students to smell the sassafras under the timeline, along with the cod, wood 

shavings, and feel the beaver pelt (this was also an important reason for people to settle 

here originally – the beaver fur could be used to make felt, which was popular especially 

for hats back in Europe) 

 Show students drum, flag, and model of Dartmouth 

o Ask if they studied the American Revolution this year – they should have 

 The drum was used in the Revolution 

 The flag is for the Stamp Act Congress, which met in New York 10 years 

before the first shots of the Revolution were fired (Congress met in 1765) 

 The Dartmouth was owned by the Rotch family of New Bedford and 

Nantucket, and was one of three ships (along with their ship the Beaver 

and another ship Eleanor) involved in the Boston Tea Party. After the 

Sons of Liberty destroyed the tea, they swept the decks of the ships clean, 

knowing they were owned by Americans. 

 If you have time, take students to lower level of Link exhibit and discuss the interactions 

between the colonists and Wampanoag (trade, war, disease, etc.) 

o One of the easiest (and most important) things to do is to discuss the role of 

disease 

 Because Europeans had been living and working together for thousands of 

years in large population centers (towns and cities), they had developed 

immunities to many diseases. Ask the students how many of them have 

had a cold this year. All should have their hands up.  

 What would happen if they had the cold and met someone whose entire 

family, going back thousands of years, had never common in contact with 

the cold.  

 The new person would most likely die, as their body would have 

no way to fight back 

 This is what happened to the natives. Thousands perished because 

their bodies were not equipped to fight back against European 

diseases. Some Europeans also died from diseases contracted in the 

New World (Americas) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Whale Skeletons 
 

Humpback Whale (Megaptera novaeangliea) 

Name: Quasimodo 

Sex: Male 

Died: 1932 (natural causes), washed ashore on Nomans Land (island near Martha’s Vineyard) 

Hanging: 1936 

Estimated Age: 3 years old (not 10-13 as we originally thought) 

Length: 37 feet 

Adult length: males are 40-48 feet, females are slightly larger (42-50 feet) 

Baleen whale, feeds mainly on small fish such as sand lance, capelin, and herring 

Note: Quasimodo first hung in Lagoda room, moved to link in 1984 for about 12 years, moved to 

JFG in 2000  

Current population estimated at 30,000-40,000 

 

 

Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus) 
Name: KOBO (King of Blue Ocean) 

Sex: Male 

Died: 1998, struck in North Atlantic by a vessel, pushed south to coast of RI, USCG tug towed 

him ashore in March of 1998 

Hanging: 2000 

Estimated Age: 4-6 years old 

Length: 66 feet  

Adult length: 75-80 feet in Northern Hemisphere, 90-100 feet in Southern Hemisphere  

Females are slightly larger than males (longest on record was a female from S. Hemisphere, just 

shy of 110 ft) 

Baleen whale, feeds mainly on krill (up to 4 tons, or 40 million krill, per day) 

Note: Heart is as big as a VW Beetle and weighs 1,300 pounds, 2 full grown elephants can fit 

into an adult blue whale’s mouth, throat is no bigger than a basketball 

Current population estimated at 3,000-4,000 in Northern Hemisphere, 6,000-12,000 in S. 

Hemisphere 

 

 

North Atlantic Right Whale (Eubalaena glacialis) 

Name: Reyna 

Sex: Female (fetus is also female) 

Died: 2004, struck by vessel along Virginia Coast, washed ashore in NC Outer Banks 

Hanging: November 2008 

Age: 15 years old 

Length: 49 feet 

Adult length: 45-55 feet, females are slightly larger than males 

Fetus: 10 months into 12 month pregnancy (also a female) 

Baleen whale, feeds mainly on copepods 

Note: NARW are considered the most endangered of the great whales. Population estimated at 

509 in 2012 



 

Sperm Whale (Physeter macrocephalus) 

Name: Does not have a name at this time 

Sex: Male 

Died: 2002, washed ashore on Nantucket Island, cause of death unknown 

On display: Spring 2005 

Estimated Age: 30 

Length: 48 feet 

Adult Length: Males up to 62 feet, females up to 36 feet 

Toothed whale, feeds mainly on squid, octopus and fish 

Teeth: lower jaw, average of up to 46; teeth in upper jaw rarely erupt 

Current population estimated at 360,000 

 


